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A Message from Pete Graham 

 
My dad was a schoolteacher with five young boys and a love of the open road.  Pulling a camper around the 
country was an affordable way for us to have vacations and expose us to some of the wonders of our 
land.  Of course, getting to our destination meant hours of staring out the windows of our cramped and hot 
van.  But every now and then something glorious would appear on the horizon.  Maybe it was a huge 
palace made entirely of corn cobs or a towering statue of the Jolly Green Giant.  An ice cream shop 
surrounded by huge plaster dinosaurs could become the highlight of the day.  I still love those old school 
roadside attractions that dot the landscape off our highways.  The kitschier the better.  And if you’ve ever 
driven along I-90 through the deserts of South Dakota, you will have seen one of my favorites: Wall Drug. 
           
Wall Drug was founded in 1931 by Ted and Dorothy Hustead in the sleepy town of Wall, SD, on the edge of 
the Badlands.  The Husteads hit upon an idea to lure travelers headed for the Black Hills and Yellowstone to 
their business: free ice water.  A few hand-painted signs promising a refreshing moment out of the car put 
their little pharmacy on the map.  Today Wall Drug is a sprawling, old west-themed tourist mall full of 
player pianos, sweet treats, mountains of souvenirs, and yes, free ice water. Their billboards stretch 
hundreds of miles along I-90 and draw 20,000 people a day to the campy roadside wonderland. 
          
This might seem like an odd thing to hold up as a lesson for our old New England Church to emulate.  We 
won’t be putting up any billboards or selling fridge magnets and ice cream sundaes to tourists.  The genius 
of Wall Drug is that they realized they had something that people needed and they figured out how to let 
them know.  It didn’t matter that it was something so common place as a glass of water.  The little drug 
store became an oasis in the desert to the thirsty travelers on that hot and dusty highway who needed to 
stretch their legs and cool their brow.  Over the last two years we’ve seen that CCW has something people 
need.  We are a place where all are welcome, and though that may sound as common place as a glass of 
water, since the covid crisis began our online worship services have brought people in droves.  We offered 
what we had and discovered it was just what people were looking for.  The technology was simply the 
means to convey it to them.  The welcome is in our DNA.  We give it freely, both online and in person.   
        
This weekend is Rally Sunday at CCW.  It’s a time to kick off the youth program year and celebrate all the 
exciting things that are coming up this fall, and we have so much to celebrate.  We will also be kicking off 
our theme for the year:  All Are Welcome.  Plan to be there Sunday and help us spread the word that no 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, there is a place that will throw open its doors and 
welcome you in like you are part of the family.  And if you’re thirsty, I’m sure we can arrange a nice, cool 
glass of water too.  Free of charge. 
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Regular Office Hours Resume 
Mondays – Closed 
Tuesday – Friday 9am-1pm 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Bereavement: Family of Don Foss; Family and friends 
of Gabe Leblanc; Rachel Graham and family upon the 
passing of her father Jeffrey Moritz; Ann Marie Price, 
sister-in-law of Chris & Charlotte Bramley, passed 
Sept 2nd. 
Continued Prayers: Bob Markert; Bev Hall; Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh; 
Bob Brown.  
Beaumont:  Dan Byers, recovering from a broken 
hip 
 

 

Celebrations:  Polly & Jay Thayer’s son, Benjamin, will 
be wed to Anna Karwarta in Zakopane, Poland on 
Saturday, September 11, 2021.  They will be traveling 
to Poland for this joyous occasion and to meet Anna's 
family.  Ben and Anna will reside in Atlanta, GA.   
 

 

RALLY SUNDAY  
IS COMING SEPTEMBER 12TH! 

 

We are looking forward to the energy 
and community of everyone together 
on Sunday,  September 12th!  Join us 
for worship and a picnic following. 
We will be serving burgers, hot dogs, 
salads, drinks, ice cream sandwiches.  
A great way to start off our year 

together!  Please bring your mask. 
 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

 

August is a month of endings and beginnings.  The 
last Summer Vacations take place.  And this 
Summer, unfortunately, our church community has 
experienced loss of loved ones (most recently, 
Kathy’s husband, Gabe Leblanc, Rachel Graham’s 
father Jeffrey Moritz, earlier, Tom’s wife, Gini 
Erwin).   It seems like it’s been a long Summer but 
now it’s coming to an end.  As the Summer slows to 
a finish, the preparations for the Fall take place.  
The children of the church are getting ready for 
school.  Some have left for college already.  Even 

our youngest grandchild starts her college 
Freshman year this week.  It’s an ending and the 
start of new beginnings.  On top of this, the 
pandemic continues to surge with the Delta variant.  
Both real loss and sadness, and endings, and, yet, 
new possibilities.  While the feeling of loss is 
certainly present, the concurrent reality of new 
beginnings and opportunities is here also. 
 

August for your Search Committee is no different.  It 
has felt, to us, like it has been a long haul.  We have 
been working and currently felt tired.  Realizing this, 
our search team gave ourselves some rest, and is 
taking a Monday off (8/23/2021).   But we have 
interviews scheduled, and the other work that the 
Search Committee does for due diligence.  When 
you read this, we will already be back at work 
(8/30/2021 and following).  We are moving ahead 
and getting closer to our goal.  When I reported our 
progress to the Cabinet, I was delighted to hear 
about the progress and goals of other committees, 
also with plans for starting up the new church year.  
While endings are happening, new beginnings are 
coming.  There is Hope, and we are glad to share 
that with you. 
 

Doug Wales, for the Pastoral Search Committee 
 

MISSIONS 
 

This month the Mission Team and the Women’s 
Fellowship completed 30 school kits for Church 
World Service (CWS).  In addition, we also 
completed 10 school kits for the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN) as some children arrive 
with no supplies.  A big thank you to Donna Morgan 
and Betty Gray for purchasing supplies and putting 
together the kits.   
 

Dismas House  
On the fourth Tuesday of the month we prepare a 
meal for the men at DISMAS House in Worcester.   
The men have served their time in prison and are 
working on rebuilding their lives.  They live in a 
home where they can work on healthy relationships 
and find employment.  The meals we provide let 
them know that they are not alone on their journey.  
Upcoming meal days are 9/28, 10/26, 11/23, and 
12/23. Please call Karen Hutchinson at 508-870-
1782 if you can help. 
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Habitat for Humanity Work Day  
Habitat is back open for work days although the 
work groups will be much smaller.  We anticipate 
having two work days, one in October and one in 
January/February.  Our destination will be a three 
unit townhouse in Worcester.  Check back for dates. 
 

Afghan Refugees 
We are working through the MAUCC to see what, 
when, where, and how we may be able to help the 
Afghan refugees that come to Massachusetts.  Most 
of them will be coming with little more than the 
clothes they are wearing.  We will keep everyone 
updated as information becomes available. 
 

Food Pantry 
Don’t forget to purchase grocery cards for the Food 
Pantry or purchase groceries.  Purchases can be 
placed in the white box in the hallway at the side 
entrance. 
 

Mercy Ships Donation 
One of the projects the Missions Committee voted 
to support as part of our church’s greater outreach 
is the Mercy Ships. 
 

The Mercy Ships are a Christian organization 
supported by volunteer doctors, nurses and other 
medical staff. The medical staff is from over 50 
nations. They are supported by donations from 
individuals, corporations, churches and others. 
Their purpose is to reach out to people who do not 
have access to medical care and safe surgeries. 
Their focus is to heal tumors, cleft lips and pallets, 
blindness, birth deformities, dental repair, club feet, 
women injured in childbirth and so many more 
disfiguring or medical conditions. 
 

“Globally, 5 billion people suffer from lack of access 
to safe surgery. Children, teens and adults suffer 
and die every day from treatable conditions – 17 
million each year. Bringing our hospital ships 
directly to those who urgently need medical care is 
the best way to help save their lives.” 
 

“Because over 50% of the world’s population lives 
within 100 miles of the coast, we are able to sail a 
modern hospital ship directly to people who lack 
access to first-rate medical care. The African Mercy 
has been changing lives along the coast of Africa for 
more than a decade with a crew of 400 caring 
volunteers.” 
 

They are very proud to have just recently added a 
2nd ship, the Global Mercy, which will increase 
capacity to serve even more children and families. 
This new addition to their fleet is the world’s first 
purpose-built civilian hospital ship and will provide 
even more free surgeries than ever before. 
 

We are blessed to be able to help this mission and 
our donation, as a first time gift, will be doubled by 
a matching grant to further increase our impact on 
the suffering people of Africa. If you wish to learn 
more about Mercy Ships and see many photos of 
their patients and staff go to “mercyships.com” on 
the web. If you should decide to support them your 
gift as a first time donor will also be doubled! 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 
 

“ROOTED IN LOVE” 
 

This year’s UCC stewardship theme is based 

on Psalm 1, verse 3a:  “They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, which yield 

their fruit in its season.” 
 

As we prepare for our annual season of 

giving, let us delight in the Lord for all He 

has given us, and let us acknowledge His 

gifts as we consider our support for the 

work and mission of our beloved church. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Come join us for a new 

season Saturday Sept 11, 

2021 at 9am in the 

church vestry. All men of 

the church are welcome! Coffee only will be 

served. You may.bring your own snack. 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED PLEASE! 

Questions:.Steve Lindberg 508 981-3712  
 

You May also join by Zoom with the link below: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88672330539?pwd=UG
kxWmd5V0xNZW95WHZ3MFlqZ2pWdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 886 7233 0539 
Passcode: Saturday! 
 

BELL CHOIR NEWS 
 

It’s time to start planning for the new church year. 
The Festival Ringers are meeting on September 14 
to hold our annual potluck supper get together 
where we enjoy catching up with everyone and 
setting dates to ring through December. We look 
forward to returning to whatever our new normal 
will be. The newly formed sextet has enjoyed 
gathering since June, ringing live in July at a Sunday 
service and in August to help celebrate the life of 
Gini Erwin. Plans to resume the Jubilant 
Chimes/Parkman Bells are in the making and will be 
announced soon. 
 

My summer was exciting as I celebrated my 80th 
birthday. Thanks to everyone for cards, flowers, 
phone calls and Facebook messages. I even heard 
from our former Music Director Curtis Richardson. 
He's teaching and working on getting his Doctorate 
Degree.  It was so great to hear his voice! He and 
Patrice are doing well but his mom was just 
diagnosed with cancer and asks for prayers for a 
speedy recovery. 
 

As the song goes "See you in September!" Stay 
healthy and safe. 
 

Sue Menzel 

 

The Christian Education Committee has met several 
times over the summer to plan and prepare for 
resuming in-person Faith Formation this fall. We will 
also continue to explore opportunities for virtual 
participation, and we would like to announce some 
exciting changes!   
 

On the first Sunday of each month, Communion 
Sunday, children and youth will remain in church to 
participate in Family Worship and Communion.  We 
will provide in-pew activities for those who are 
interested.  
 

On the second and fourth Sundays of each month, 
students will participate in Classroom activities, 
where they leave the service and receive instruction 
and participate in activities in the back of the church 
during regular worship.  We have purchased a new 
rotational curriculum and we are looking for adults 
to volunteer to support this program.  
 

On the third Sunday of the month, we are planning 
Service Sundays.  These will be open to the entire 
congregation, and timing will vary.  They may 
consist of an event or activity after church, an 
evening project, or an ongoing collection.   
 

In addition to our Sunday plans, we are introducing 
Gatherings.  A gathering will typically occur in the 
evening, and will also be open to all!  These 
gatherings are intended to build fellowship and 
community across generational boundaries.  Our 
first gathering will be a fire pit sing along; more info 
to come!   
 

It is our intention to provide cribbery care every 
Sunday, but we are still looking for volunteers to 
help with cribbery coverage.  
 

Please come join us in church on September 12, 
Rally Sunday, to register for Faith Formation.  A 
calendar of events will be shared with everyone 
who registers, and also published in the Evangel and 
the church bulletin each month.   
 

We are excited to be back in-person with our youth 
and young people!  
 

The Christian Education Committee 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88672330539?pwd=UGkxWmd5V0xNZW95WHZ3MFlqZ2pWdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88672330539?pwd=UGkxWmd5V0xNZW95WHZ3MFlqZ2pWdz09
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Women’s Fellowship – 2021-2022 
_________________________________ 

This is going to be another year of adjustments and 

changes! 

First:  We DO plan to have Women’s Fellowship 

meetings at church but not ‘as usual”.  Our usual 

programs will be as socially distanced as possible.  

With the Delta variant impacting more and more 

people, we will do all we can to prepare as best as 

we can. 

Second:  We WILL continue our Monthly Missions, 

with items collected at meetings or dropped off at 

church.  We will leave a box clearly marked with the 

Mission in case you would rather social distance. 

Third:  We WILL have program booklets to pick up.  

I’ll let you know when they are ready (or the 

information has been updated).  

We are planning to have the Evergreen Fair this 

year.  We hope to do the usual ‘tables’ but may 

have to scale back on the luncheon due to health 

restrictions.   

Our plans will be published for as far as we can 

make them.  Our traditional yearly booklet will only 

include October, November and December.  I will 

send it electronically and make hard copies for 

people to pick up at church.  I’ll leave them next to 

the Food Pantry box in the hall outside the office. 
 

  ♦ October 4th: Opening Meeting  

‘Reconnecting’…socially distance style  

Mission: The Purse Project – Westborough 

https://www.facebook.com/purseprojectwestborou

gh/ 

       October 9th – Yard Sale   

   ♦ November 1st:  Monthly Meeting  TBA 

        Mission:  School Nurse Project 

   ♦ December 4th: ‘Evergreen Fair’ 

      December 6th: Monthly Meeting  ‘Secret Santa’  

We welcome those who would like to be more 

involved in this important committee of our church. 

Thanks, ladies! 

- Donna Morgan, Chair of the Women’s Fellowship 
Committee 

P.S.  Even though we don’t have The Westborough 
Food Pantry assigned to a specific month, please 
continue to think of those who are food insecure.  
The box is empty right now so there’s room if you 
have something you wanted to drop off. 

______________________________________  

 

Coffee Hour – Help Wanted!!  
 
I think most people know that Women’s Fellowship 
provides coffee and other refreshments for 
Fellowship Time following Sunday services.  We’ve 
had a difficult stretch with not being able to gather 
after church due to state and Health Department 
regulations but we’re getting back into the swing of 
things.  While the Women’s Fellowship will continue 
to fund and oversee this, we’d like to have a wider 
group of people take turns hosting this social time 
after our services, so that the job does not 
continually fall on just a couple of people’s 
shoulders.   
 

To that end, we are asking for members of the 
congregation to take a turn as a Fellowship Time 
host.  We’ll partner you with a seasoned expert, to 
accompany you through the process. 
Please sign up at the table and we can coach you on 
how to be an expert!  Please help continue the  
Fellowship Time tradition! 

https://www.facebook.com/purseprojectwestborough/
https://www.facebook.com/purseprojectwestborough/
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ITEMS NEEDED 
 

A group of local women make sleeping bags for the 
homeless population. They take comforters, sheets 
and blankets to make them. They are tied up with 
men’s neckties. Please if you can donate ties it 
would be so appreciated. You can leave them at 
church for me. THANK YOU!   Diane Lindberg 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

 

Dear Friends, 

I call you that because that is what you are to me now. 

We will forever be friends on the pilgrim journey with Jesus 

and now that we have shared time together, our hearts 

will be bound together with the memories we have shared. I 

have had some much needed time for rest and continued 

recovery, and will begin in my next call at the First Church in 

Wenham, Ma. on September 7th. I wanted to be sure to 

send my short note of gratitude to all of you, though a 

short thank you is never adequate. The final service was 

so special to me. I thank all involved in making it memorable, 

from fellowship to gifting and and especially your very kind 

words. You will remain in my heart and prayers. The 

hardest part now is to remain at a distance while you 

move into your next chapter. That does not mean that you 

are not far from my thoughts. 

Be well, friends. Be faithful to your call and take care 

of one another, especially your great staff. I trust we will 

see each other again. 

In Christ always, 

Rev. Sue Remick 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I wish to thank my church family for all the 

prayers, support and rides to medical 

appointments, especially in the past month. 

Thank you to Elaine Moore, Suzanne 

Arpante and Kathy Todd, and to others 

who have offered to help in the future. 

Thank you to the Called to Care committee 

as well. I realize I’m not as active in church 

life as much as I used to be, or as much as 

I would like to be. Thank you for still 

supporting me! 
 

Jen Todd 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We thank the Church (David & Sally) for their generous 
offer to install and plant flowers in flower boxes.  We 
enjoy them (the flowers!) EVERY time we sit on the 
porch, or drive by, or water them.  Their idea, we never 
asked.  So thoughtful and so typical of fine folks of our 
church.  May God Bless You All! 
 

Jim & Ilda Engle   
(our 7 Church St. tenants) 

 

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

 
New Email Addresses: 
 

Kathy Leblanc     kathyleblanc1939@gmail.com 
Joseph Stillitano   uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

Save the date: Saturday October 9th. 

This will be the biggest yard sale we 

have ever had!  There is something for 

everyone.  Please pray for great 

weather so set up can be outside.  Stay 

tuned for more information about drop 

off of yard sale items. 
 



8 

 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

 

 

Super Saturday Registration is Now 

Open! 

Register Early 
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/13998647?

month=10&year=2021&day=1&display=m 

 

With the uncertainty of Covid, the October Super Saturday 

will again be Virtual.  

Our priority is the safety of our attendees. 

Join us for Virtual Super Saturday on October 2, 2021 featuring 

Dr. Monica Coleman.   Super Saturday is filled with a variety of 

virtual workshops, marketplace and networking. 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pete Graham, Student Minister 
petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music 

uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 
 

Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Lisa Coffey, Office Administrator 

Westboroucc@verizon.net 

 
Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 

 

 
 

General Church email 
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 
 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

FOOD PANTRY DRIVE 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!Ho-KTrptSu2JJQAsFmNxfY6-sIzqGhWi2QxfKlU2IeI4hkfUEKw79F5jMLu281M90
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/13998647?month=10&year=2021&day=1&display=m
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/13998647?month=10&year=2021&day=1&display=m
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!IubKlStC+vggjY2WccppsCC3k4cBQ80o-QxpugK8SmyC7g-2nVguvHDFqk8KOaOo0
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
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~ September 2021 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

6:30-8:30 Chancel Choir 

 

2  

Farmer's Market 

 

3  
 

4  

 

5  

10am Worship Service/Sanctuary, 

Zoom, Facebook 

COMMUNION 

 

6  

Church Office Closed 

Labor Day 

 

7  
 

8  

6:30-8:30 Chancel Choir/Sanctuary 

6:30-8:30 Cub Scout Pack 

100/Vestry 

7pm Parent Support 

Group/Kerygma 

9:30am Called to Care 

 

9  

Farmer's Market 

 

10  
 

11  

9am Men's Breakfast/Vestry 

 

12  

10am Worship Service/Sanctuary, 

Zoom, Facebook 

WELCOME WEEKEND PICNIC!! 

 

13  

Church Office Closed 

 

14  

7- Trustees/Kerygma 

7-8:30 Bells Potluck Dinner/Vestry 

 

15  

6:30-8:30 Chancel Choir 

7- Cabinet/Kerygma 

EVANGEL DEADLINE 

 

16  

Farmer's Market 

 

17  
 

18  

9am-4pm BSA/Sign up/Church 

Lawn 

 

19  

10am Worship Service/Sanctuary, 

Zoom, Facebook 

 

20  

Church Office Closed 

 

21  

7-8:30 Bell Rehearsal/Vestry 

 

22  

6:30-8:30 Chancel Choir 

EVANGEL PUBLISHED 

 

23  

7:30 pm Missions 

Farmer's Market 

 

24  
 

25  

3pm Wedding/Chapel 

 

26  

10am Worship Service/Sanctuary, 

Zoom, Facebook 

 

27  

6:30-8:30 Cub Scout Pack 100 

Church Office Closed 

 

28  

7-8:30 Bells Rehearse/Vestry 

Dinner/Dismas House 

 

29  

6:30-8:30 Chancel Choir 

 

30  

Farmer's Market 
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