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A Reflection… 
 

As you may know, I will be stepping down from my role as Bridge Interim Minister at CCW on June 12 in 
preparation for the arrival of our new settled Pastor, Rev. Betsy Dorsi.  This is an exciting time for the 
church and I am so grateful that the work we have all done over the last few years has led us to an 
exciting future under the guidance of such a talented, dedicated, and spirit-filled minister as Rev. Betsy.  
As my ministry here comes to an end and my family and I prepare to step away, I have been trying to put 
into words how my experience here at CCW has affected me.  As crazy as it sounds, it brings to mind a 
fish farm I heard about some time ago. 
 
In the southwest corner of Spain is a fishery named Veta La Palma whose product, according to award-
winning chef Dan Barber, “has an unbeatable quality in terms of freshness, texture and flavor not found 
in other farmed fishes.”  In a time of over-harvested oceans and inefficient, polluted fish farms, Veta La 
Palma has created a biodynamic ecosystem that, according to TIME Magazine, is “setting the tone for a 
global focus on truly sustainable and responsible aquaculture practices.” 
 
This farm is so self-sustaining that they never have to feed the fish.  Veta La Palma has created a self-
sustaining food chain, which starts with simple micro algae that are produced naturally by the sun and 
the free-flowing waters of a natural marshland.  Shrimp from tidal estuaries live off the algae and the 
fish eat the shrimp.  So rich is this environment that it has become the most important private estate for 
bird life in all of Europe.  When asked how he came to be a fish expert, resident biologist Miguel 
Medialdea said, “Fish?  I didn’t know anything about fish.  I’m an expert in relationships.”  What a 
wonderful illustration of how a church can work.   
 
This is how I have experienced The Congregational Church of Westborough.  This church is an ecosystem 
of people, each with their own talents and gifts, all contributing to this amazing place and the work God 
is doing.  The CCW impacts not only the lives of the people who attend here but also the surrounding 
community, and with our new digital ministry, we have touched others across the country and around 
the world.  And this is done through the contribution of each individual person within this life-giving, 
sustainable environment and the relationships formed with each other and with God.  It is impossible to 
overstate the impact of this church on our family.  Rachel was baptized here.  Paul Sangree married us.  
It was here that I received my call to ministry, and it was here that I was given the tremendous 
opportunity to serve and learn in a capacity rarely available to seminarians.  I have been utterly changed 
by your love, grace, and trust.  Which brings to mind one more detail about Veta La Palma.  
 
You see, the water that flows into Veta La Palma comes from the Guadalquivir River, which is dirty and 
polluted like many rivers are today.  But when the water leaves Veta La Palmer, it is actually better than 
when it entered.  This fish farm is so balanced that it literally functions as a water purification plant.  
Each new environment the water later passes through benefits from its time in Veta La Palmer.  My time 
at The CCW has been just as transformative.  I am a different person than I was when I started working 
here.  My ministry will be entirely different, entirely better than it could have been thanks to my journey 
through The CCW ecosystem.  Just like the waters through the marshes of Veta La Palma, I am leaving 
this place forever changed.  It will not be easy to leave but I am so grateful for the time I have spent 
swimming in these streams.  Thank you all.  Know that you are loved. 
 

          Pete 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Bereavement: Family & friends of Robert (Bob) 
Menzel, Jen Keeler’s father. 
Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge 
Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan Donovan; Cathie 
Achorn’s brother Phil and sister-in-law Lorie; Dee 
Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece 
Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on 
the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a 
prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the 
church office. 
 
 

 
 

Save the Date, Sunday, June 12, 2022, 11:30AM 
 

Celebration to say Goodbye and Thank You to 
Pastor Pete and Rachel Graham for their years 
of service to our church. Sunday, June 12th will 
be Pete and Rachel’s last day with us so don’t 
miss this fun event! 
 

There will be a fantastic catered lunch by Chef 
Du Jour and presentations.  

RSVP to Cathie Achorn 
Cell Tel# 508-330-2631, 

Text or email Cathie at: camachorn@aol.com 

 

 

WHAT IS A DEACON? 
 

I have been asked why I serve as a Deacon.  The 
Board of Deacons is responsible for helping our 
church organize and carry out its ministry of service.  
The Deacons work closely with the ministers in 
overseeing the pastoral ministry of our church.  
Simply stated we are assisting as spiritual oversight 
and worship logistics.  As deacons we arrive one 
hour before every service to open the church, set 
up the elevette, turn on lights, heat, open windows 
and place the service bulletins for all to receive.  We 
greet worshippers.  We are part of the worship 
planning.  Deacons approve requests for Baptisms; 
we set out the baptism font, adding warm water 
and holy water.  We review and approve all 
requests for weddings in the church.  Deacons 
approve and participate in confirmation programs.  
Deacons clean the Sanctuary after all worship 
services.  Deacons also take worship to nursing 
facilities in town; we take a communion to The 
Willows.  We coordinate and often assist in funeral 
services. 
 

Why do I serve “my” church?  It is wonderful to 
share the joy of worship, I enjoy meeting 
newcomers to our beautiful church.  I find great 
comfort in attending our annual retreat at the 
Conference Center. We join together to worship, 
learn, and get to know each other in a deeper 
spiritual way. 
 

The word “Deacon” comes from the Greek word 
diakonas, which means servant.  There is so much 
joy to serve our Lord as we play a small part in 
bringing worship to all.  Deacons’ meetings are held 
monthly on the first Sunday of every month.  We 
serve and help each other with duties.  Our Church 
is very special and serving is a pleasure. 
 
 

Linda Birch 
 

From Colossians 3: 17 “And whatsoever ye do in 
word of deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
 

The Board of Deacons invites those who would like 
to serve with us to give me a call at 508-870-9911. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Regular Office Hours  
 

  Mondays – Closed 
 

  Tuesday – Friday  

        9am-1pm 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:camachorn@aol.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjL4Mz795LeAhXyYN8KHfzzCKIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/zh/search/farewell%2Bparty&psig=AOvVaw1iO-DsuPKxhHQymjqpVN2E&ust=1540053349805465
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MISSIONS 
 

Solar Buddy Project 
We have rounded up our 200 solar lights and are 
preparing them for shipment to their final 
destination.  A big thank you to all who helped to 
assemble (and sometimes repair) the solar lights.  
The result of this all-church effort is that 200 
children will have light to study at night - and that is 
great news. 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Recently, Habitat for Humanity Metro-
West/Greater Worcester was awarded a $3.5 
million grant to build affordable homes by the 
McKenzie Scott Foundation!  This was part of $400 
million that was awarded to Habitat affiliates 
around the country.  The funds will be used to 
increase the affordable housing in Worcester and all 
surrounding communities in the affiliate territory.  
We anticipate another Habitat workday in late June 
so please check for updates.  The affiliate will be 
looking for lots of help to construct/rehab homes in 
the coming years. 
 

Friends of the Children – Boston 
Dana Crawford would like to invite any parishioners 
who wish to attend the annual Friends of the 
Children – Boston fundraiser event.  It is a unique 
opportunity to witness firsthand the many 
contributions this organization provides for 
so many families within Boston and most 
importantly our Achievers. 
 

May 5, 2022, from 6-9pm 
Mandarin Oriental, 
776 Boylston Street, Boston 
 

PARISH LIFE 

 

 
 

May 15th in the Vestry immediately 

following the service.  Bring any dish 

you would like.   
 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Cathie Achorn at  

508-380-8671. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

The Memorial Gifts Committee would like to 
acknowledge those members and friends who 
recently made generous donations through their 
pledge envelopes.  Gifts will be used for special 
items or projects within the church.  
 

Pledging a memorial gift may be done throughout 
the year. Simply make a “Memorial Gifts” notation 
on your check and mail it to the church office (The 
Congregational Church of Westborough, 57 West 
Main Street, Westborough, MA 01581) at any time.   
This is a wonderful way to honor a loved one.   
 

Thank you!   Betty Gray, Sue Menzel, Judy Powell 
The Memorial Gifts Committee 
 

NOMINATING 
 

A CALL TO SERVE 
 

Ask not what your Church can do for you; ask what 
you can do for your Church.  Our Church offers so 
many wonderful activities:  Sunday worship in the 
sanctuary and in our homes, Parish Life events for 
social gatherings, and Missions projects to help 
people here and abroad, to name a few.  All these 
wonderful activities require planning and execution 
by their respective boards and committees.  Every 
spring, the Nominating Committee seeks people 
willing to participate in the successful production of 
these activities. 
 

As the old adage goes, many hands make work light.  
In that vein, the Nominating Committee asks that 
you consider offering your time and talents where 
they are most needed and appreciated, namely, on 
the Board of Deacons, the Board of Trustees, and/or 
the Flower Committee.  There are also openings for 
individual contributors as Delegates to the Central 
Association and to the Southern New England 
Conference, Assistant Moderator, Historian, and 
Librarian.  You can see the officiary at the back of 
the Evangel. 
 

If you need more information about any of these 
opportunities or if you are willing to volunteer for 
any of these openings, please call Betty Gray  
(508-366-1039) or Dave Smith (508-366-8174). 
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Music Corner 
 

I don't know about you, but I know that I (and yes, many others) are still feeling the love, joy and 

sense of spirit from the wonderful music we shared on Easter Sunday! Wow! Hearing the Easter 

Brass Quartet - oh, don't I wish we could do that every Sunday! The Bell Choir - as always, they 

were smashingly good (without smashing their bells)! The Chancel Choir - the joy on their faces as 

they sang (really well) an uplifting anthem. But then when we got to the Benediction... The 

Hallelujah Chorus. The Hallelujah Chorus! Thank you for your energy, enthusiasm and (in many 

cases) your voices for this. The "Hallelujah Chorus" from George Frideric Handel's "The Messiah" is 

one of my all-time favorite pieces of music. The rush of those sounds declaring the celebration of 

our Risen Jesus Christ! That's the good stuff! Thank you all. 

 

The spring season of Easter and Pentecost are great times to "get your feet wet" with the music 

program :) It's springtime, you want to sing, the sun is out later, you want to ring bells, the weather 

is warming up, you want to sing :) Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays 6:30-8:15pm in the music 

room and Bell Choir meets Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30pm in the bell choir loft. You do not need to "read 

music" to sing in the choir; you do not need to "have a good voice" to sing in the choir; you simply 

need to Love God and Love Singing! If you're interested in testing anything out, just show up on a 

Wednesday evening, no need to let me know, but if you're thinking you'd like to try ringing, please 

let Sue Menzel (westcongmusic@gmail.com) know ahead of time so she can plan accordingly. 

 

We are approaching our summer season and the music program needs your help. We are looking 

for people to perform an anthem for each summer service. It can be a solo, duet, trio, quartet, 

whole family, etc. This is a great opportunity to try performing with loving and supportive listeners. 

If your teenager, niece, or nephew plays an instrument and takes lessons, maybe they'll want to 

play a song one Sunday this summer? If you still play that instrument you used to play in high 

school and/or college, try doing something you've been working on. Maybe you know how to sit at 

the piano and play a song while singing, or play the guitar and sing? Let your inner (or outer) 

musician shine! In all sincerity, I'll tell you from experience, my favorite place to sing is here in this 

church - with this group of people - the love you feel in return is indescribable. Please contact Joe 

Stillitano (josephmstillitano@gmail.com) if you are interested, and to schedule a Sunday Service :) 

 

Thank You and God Bless, 

Joe 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

FIRE PIT SING-ALONG & S’MORES 
 

Our last sing-along was 
such a smashing success 
that we’d like to have a 
repeat performance! Our 
very own Joe Stillitano 
and Jack Glennon will be 
bringing their guitars and 

their voices to lead us in worship, praise, and 
fellowship. 
 

WHEN:  Saturday night, May 7that 6 pm 
WHERE:  3 Carolyn Drive, The Moskal residence 
WHAT:  We will provide drinks, s’mores, and songs.  

Please bring a folding chair and a flashlight 
if you wish! 

WHO:  All ages are welcome. Please join us! 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

“I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to 
the church for the beautiful flower that was 
delivered to my apartment here at The 
Willows.  ‘Spring is on the way, it says to me 
whenever I come to my front door.  I can 
remember in years long past delivering such 
flowers to others.  Now I am on the receiving 
end, and I am most grateful.” 
 
Joe Harrington 
 

My sincerest thanks for the lovely lilies that had 
graced the altar at our Church!  A much-appreciated 
gift indeed! 
 

Blessings to all…Nancy Reimann 
 

 

To the Flower Committee, 
 

The lovely white lily from the chancel at Easter has 
arrived and now spreads its love and good wishes 
into our Willows home.  We thank you for this 
expression of your thoughtfulness and love, 
 

Harriet and Bob Markert 
 

 
 

To The Congregational Church Women’s 

Fellowship, 
 

Thank you for your generous donation of 

pet supply items to Baypath.  We can’t 

thank you enough! 

 

Staff & Volunteers of Baypath 

 

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

 

Nancy Walker 
5 Lyman Street, Apt. 2 
Westborough, MA  01581 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pete Graham, Interim Bridge Minister 
petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music 

uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 
 

Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Lisa Coffey, Office Administrator 

Westboroucc@verizon.net 
 

Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 
 

 
General Church email WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 
 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
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CHURCH OFFICIARY 2022, 2023, 2024 - 

Terms run July 1st - June 30th 

(Terms expire on years noted) 

 

 

MODERATOR 

2022 Rich Lord 

    

ASSISTANT MODERATOR   

2023  Roland Regnier 

 

CHURCH CLERK 

2023 David Smith 
 

TREASURER 

2024 Janet Rivard  
 

ASSISTANT TREASURERS 

2022 Patty Wyner, Accts Receivable 

2023  

 

LIBRARIAN 

2022 Marie Murphy 

 

DELEGATES TO CENTRAL ASSOC.   

2022 Rachel Graham 

2023 Pam Faustine 

2024 Peter Graham 
 

DELEGATES TO MASS. CONF.    

2022 Rachel Graham 

2023 Pam Faustine 

2024 Peter Graham 

 

HISTORIAN 

2022 
 

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

2023 Ted Jaworski 

   

ASS’T COMM. OFFICERS   

2023 Anita Lawler 

2024 

 

SAFE CHURCH 

Sally Petersen 

Alan Hutchinson 

Linda Borglund, Cori Advocate 
 

CABINET AT LARGE   

2022 Carrie Brown 

2023 Tom Morgan 

2024 Sally Petersen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS      

2022 Marketa Rosecka 

2022 Linda Birch 

2022 Steve Achorn 

2022 Cathie Achorn 

2022 Pam Faustine 

2023 Darvin Kapitz 

2023  

2023 

2023 

2023 

2024 Theresa DiMeo 

2024 Linda Borglund 

2024 

2024 

2024  

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION      

2022 Tammy Hubbard 

2022 Lori Fox 

2022  

2023 Amy Glennon 

2023 Elena Moskal 

2024 Nancy Hubbard 

2024 Marcia Hoffman 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES   

2022 Brett Borglund 

2023 Brenda Lord* 

2023 David Smith 

2024 Jack Glennon 

2024 Bob Petersen 

 

FLOWER COMMITTEE    

2022 Nancy Gage* 

2022 Linda Plummer 

2022 Charlotte Allen-Smith 

2023 Jackie Smith 

2023 Kathie Wong 

2023 Charlotte Bramley 

2024 Sharon Moore 

2024 

2024 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE (3)   

2022 Betty Gray 

2023 Sue Menzel 

2024 Judy Powell 

 

 

MISSION & SOCIAL CONCERNS    

2022 Elena Moskal  

2022 Ted Jaworski  

2023 Marketa Rosecka 

2023 Pam Faustine* 

2024 Jennifer Keeler 

2024 Rich Boucher 
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MUSIC COMMITTEE   

2022 Linda Duncan 

2022 Roberta DiTerlizzi 

2023 Celeste Chenet-Monte 

2023 Donna Morgan 

2024 Linda Borglund*  

2024 Judy Ellis 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE     

2022 David Smith* 

2022 Betty Gray 

2023 

2023 

2024 

2024 

 

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE     

2022 Linda Borglund 

2022 Steve Lindberg  

2023 Diane Lindberg 

2024 Cathie Achorn 

2024 Sandy Horton  

 

 PASTORAL COUNSELING CENTER (PCC) Rep. 

Steve Swets      Suzanne Arpante Doug Wales 

PPRC/SR PASTOR  

2022 

2023 

2023 

2024 

2024  

 

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE     

2022 Dave Smith 

2022 Nick Perron 

2023 Brad Ridley* 

2023 Alan Hutchinson 

2024 Mike Lawler 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (5)   

2022 Ed Wong 

2022 Linda Crawford 

2023 Janice Shaw 

2023 Ted Jaworski 

2024 David Smith* 

 

 

TEACHING PARISH COMMITTEE    

2022 Ed Wong 

2022 Kathy Todd* 

2022 Marie Murphy 

2023 

2023 

  

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE  

2022 Suzanne Arpante 

2022 Nancy Gage 

2022 Cathie Achorn 

2022 Betty Gray 

2022 Linda Birch 

2022 Donna Morgan* 

2022 Elizabeth Kaftig 

 

 

 

Called to Care/Lay Visitation  

Linda Birch 

Theresa DiMeo 

Linda Duncan 

Nancy Gage 

Mary McLeod 

Elaine Moore 

Elena Moskal 

Linda Plummer 

Kathy Todd 

 

 


