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Search Committee Update 3/10/2022 
 

A reminder of where we are and how we got here: 
 
October, 2019, the Cabinet called us to be the Pastoral Search Committee 

• Our goal: find a good minister for our church 

• Monday night Search Committee meetings 
We met, asked questions of the congregation, gathered data, gave surveys, read demographics, 
interviewed Westborough citizens. Drone flight up West Main St. and into the church (It’s on the 
website). 

• Interim Pastor, and Associate Conference Ministers assist us 

• Wrote the Local Church Profile, created interview questions, did a mock interview 

• Wrote Job Opening advert and submitted our local church profile to the UCC  

• COVID-19 Pandemic!  Changed the way we search and the how we hold services 

• Tech Team to the Rescue – remote worship 

• Departure of Director of Christian Education 

• Masks and closed Sanctuary 

• Zoom, Zoom, ZOOM 

• Social Distancing, Vaccines and Boosters 

• Departure of Interim Minister 

• Sanctuary slowly begins to open, socially distanced 

• Mask Confusion – To Mask or Not To Mask, That is the question. 

• Interim Bridge Minister (excellent – Great job, Pete! Thank You!) 

• Read 67 ministerial profiles 

• Multiple Interviews, select Second Interviews, a few Third Interviews, reference checking 

• Surreptitious visits to Westborough – Shhhhhhh… 

• Update the Cabinet, write Updates to the congregation 
Continued Determination to find a good minister, not a #2, seeking a good church like ours 

• More Monday night Search Committee meetings – we now know Zoom 
Good SC group, picked to reflect the Congregation: we listened to each other; different perspectives, 
common goal; we cared for each other and for our church 

• ~ December 2021, we came across a good minister seeking a good church; unanimous Search 
Committee vote 

 
March, 2022, Candidating Weekend, met candidate informally, then Sunday worship service 

• Cabinet held hybrid vote: in Sanctuary and on Zoom and reported Unanimous vote: 

• Our #1 Candidate became our new settled pastor, starting July 1st  
 
These milestones only hint at the journey of the Search Committee and of the minister, each searching to 
find the other.  These milestones only hint at the length of the journey of the congregation, waiting 
expectantly, for a new settled pastor, enduring a pandemic.  We thank you, the congregation, for your 
prayers and support that we received during this journey.  You sustained us with your prayers and caring 
comments.   We think we found a good one! 
It was a long journey for you and for all of us, now ended successfully with our new pastor, Reverend 
Elizabeth Dorsi, the first female Settled Pastor of The Congregational Church of Westborough in the almost 
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three hundred year history of our church (300 years in 2024).   Reverend Betsy starts on July 1st when she 
moves to Westborough with her daughter, Ali, and plans to participate immediately in the Youth Work Camp 
Mission Trip. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
The Pastoral Search Committee 
 
Linda Borglund, Neil Bock through January 2021, Dana Crawford, Lori Fox, Alan and Karen Hutchinson, 

Marketa Rosecka Brzostowski, Kathy Todd, Nancy Hubbard and Doug Wales, Co-Chairs, with Adam 

Dapolite and Mallory Walker, Youth Members during early deliberations 
 

 

                
 

Dear members of the Congregational Church of Westborough, 

 

 Thank you, thank you, thank you for the warm embrace with which you 

welcomed my daughter Ali and me this past weekend! Everyone, from the 

members of the Pastoral Search Committee who made sure our every need was 

met and opened their hearts and homes to us, to the committee members who 

came out early on a Saturday morning to meet with me, to the staff members 

who came early to get to know me and help me through the logistics of the 

Worship Service,  to the countless people who showed up in the afternoon to meet 

us and share their stories and hopes, everyone went out of their way to make us 

feel welcome and wanted. Your children bravely and enthusiastically came forward 

and participated in the Children’s Message and helped us understand their church 

as they experience it. I truly enjoyed hearing your stories and getting to know 

your Church family and listening to your hopes for what CCW can become as we 

minister together. I could feel your love for one another and your dedication to 

Jesus and his work. Ali said to me on the way home, “Mom everyone there is so 

kind and they laugh a lot and I think they really love their church family. I’m going 

to like being there.” I agree. She couldn’t have said it better! We really appreciate 

the care you showed us this weekend. I can’t wait to come back and be your 

Pastor! I will be praying for all of you daily and anticipating the beginning of my 

Pastorate on July 1st.  With my love and joy.        

 

Reverend Betsy 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

Bereavement: Family & friends of James Harvey. 
Continued Prayers: Cathie Achorn’s brother Phil and 
sister-in-law Lorie; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s 
mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne 
Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on 
the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a 
prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the 
church office. 
 

 

MISSIONS 
 

Solar Buddy Project 
On Sunday, March 13, 2022 a group of people met 
after the service to assemble the solar lights for the 
Solar Buddy project.  This will change the life of a 
child living in energy poverty.  With each light we 
will include a letter encouraging the child in their 
studies.   
 

Dismas House 
We provide dinner for the men at Dismas House on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month.  The men are 
rebuilding their lives after serving time in prison and 
they definitely appreciate a home cooked meal.  It 
doesn't have to be fancy, just tasty.  If you would 
like to make a simple meal, please contact Karen  
 

IHN Family Shelter 
Hosting week is March 13 - 19, 2022.  We need one 
more dinner host for Friday, March 18th.  You don't 
have to make the meal, just share fellowship with 
the families.  Your hospitality means a lot tothese 
families as they seek permanent housing. If you can 

help, please contact Pam Faustine at 
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us 
 

Food Pantry 
Thank you to everyone who contributed food and or 
grocery cards to the Food Drive in February.  Your 
generosity ensures that our neighbors will not go 
hungry. 
 

Afhan Family Re-settlement 
 

Greetings, All! 
 

Excited to report our NST (Neighborhood Support 
Team) has been matched with an Afghan refugee 
family! 
 

The Foladi family is 4 siblings - 3 females and 1 male 
ages 15- 26.  A permanent apartment has been 
secured in Worcester and we will be moving them 
from their current spot in Southboro starting 
Monday February 28th.    
 

There are a few ways for you to help through 
donations of household items or gift cards(see link 
below).  Grocery cards would be great or gift cards 
to Target, Walmart, etc. to help them get settled. 
 
Thank you, Carrie Brown 
 

Below is a message from Nancy Lonstein who is 
organizing the move.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Greetings to those who volunteered to help with 
the move in of the Foladi family this coming 
Monday and Tuesday. 
Your help and support has been much appreciated 
so far and we have lots of things left to do in a 
short time!   
 

The family is moving to 9 Roath Street in 
Worcester from their temporary lodgings in 
Southborough. 
 

The most current Item donation list is here again 
for your convenience:        
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4da8af2
2a5fac07-refugee 
 

Feel free to share with friends and family who may 
be able to fill in some of these blanks. 
If you would like to add an item to the list, the best 
way is to go to the link and sign up.  
 

Item drop off is either at my house SUNDAY  

Regular Office Hours  
 

Mondays – Closed 
 

Tuesday – Friday  

       9am-1pm 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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Small - non furniture items may be dropped off at 
Nancy's house 72 Glen St Westborough - in car port 
or at church on Sunday. 
 

If you are able to lend even an hour or two of your 
time on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, that is 
great, I will plug you in if we still need more hands.  
 

Please note you must be background checked in 
order to work with the family one on one (like 
providing rides, taking them grocery shopping etc.) 
 

Thanks again - we will keep you updated 
 

Nancy Lonstein 
Nancy.heaton.lonstein@gmail.com 
508-450-9833 
 

Westborough NST Set up/ Move In Tasks 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 101 
pledging units who have signed up to support the 
operations and missions of our beloved church in 
2022.  Last year, 102 pledging units answered the 
call, pledging a total of $229,085 for Operations and 
$28,300 for Missions whereas this year’s pledges 
total $232,853 for Operations and $32,855 for 
Missions—encouraging numbers as we anticipate a 
new senior minister as well as a new C.E. Director 
and the new position of Communications 
Coordinator. 
 

Although the committee was unable to make 
contact with all previous pledgers, we hope that 
some of them will indeed contribute in the weeks 
and months ahead. 
 

If you did not receive a pledge card in the mail, 
please call the church office at 508-366-2000 or 
stop in during office hours and fill one out.  If you 
have a pledge card to be submitted, please mail it in 
or drop it off in the church office or in the mail slot 
outside the office at your earliest convenience.  Just 
a reminder that the pledge card has entries entitled 
“ministries” and “wider mission,” which refer to the 
church’s “operations” and “missions” categories, 
respectively. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
Linda Crawford, Ted Jaworski, Janice Shaw, 
Dave Smith and Ed Wong 
 
 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
_ 

Our line-up for Women’s Fellowship: 
 

APRIL 4th – Game Night Meeting in the Vestry 
Join us for a Bingo game night!  We will have a guest 
speaker, Julia O’Neil Welch from Westborough  
Youth and Family Services. 
 

April 9th – Indoor Yard Sale ** See below 
 

MAY 2nd – Dinner – TBA 
 

 

YARD SALE – APRIL 9TH 
 

 We are having an INSIDE church 
yard sale! Cleaning out? 
Downsizing? We are accepting 
donations the second Saturday of 
each month 9am to 12 (. Any help 

you can give Friday April 8th 9am to 6pm for the set-
up of this sale is appreciated.  Tables will be set up 
and donations arranged on tables. We 
welcome any help the day of the sale too! 
Questions?? Diane Lindberg 508 981-3713 
or walkfit@townisp.com 
 

DONATIONS  
 

CHURCH ONLINE SALES 

Do you have new/almost new items that you would 
like to regift? We are accepting jewelry, household 
items, crafts, etc. to sell online to benefit our church 
kitchen renovations. Please no clothing, belts, or 
shoes/boots. Questions Diane Lindberg 508 981-
3713 or walkfit@townisp.com 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Dear Congregational Church Members 
 

On behalf of our clients and volunteers, we thank 
you for your generous offering.  Your kindness will 
ensure a family in need will receive an ample 
supply of nutritious food each week.  Our goal is: 
“No one goes to bed hungry” and thank you for 
assisting in making that a reality for those dealing 
with food insecurity. 
 

With Sincere Thanks, 
Donna Kittredge, Co-President 

mailto:walkfit@townisp.com
mailto:walkfit@townisp.com
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CHANGE OF INFORMATION 

 
Steve and Diane Lindberg 
7 Payton Place 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
 
Jackie Smith’s new email: 
smithwestboroJ@gmail.com 

 
 
 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pete Graham, Interim Bridge Minister 
petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music 
uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

 
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Lisa Coffey, Office Administrator 

Westboroucc@verizon.net 
 

Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 
 

 
General Church email 

WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 
 
 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 
If you would like to give a plant in 

memory of a loved one or in honor of 
a family member or friend, send 
$12.00 for each plant to the office by 
April 8th. Make checks out to: 
Congregational Church of 
Westborough, noting Easter Flowers 

in the memo line 
 

CIRCLE ONE 
(In memory of) or (In honor of) 

 
To: 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
From: 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
For questions, speak to Nancy Gage. Also, the 
committee needs help to deliver flowers after the 11 
AM Easter service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:smithwestboroJ@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjbipfi3MbZAhUQVt8KHa9ACCsQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.rosefarm.com/blog/the-easter-lilly-timeless-holiday-tradition/&psig=AOvVaw0WwsWHykEK_SQmzoHaLbyB&ust=1519842516484231
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   Weavers' Guild of Boston 
 

Founded in 1922, the Weavers' Guild of Boston is the oldest weavers' guild in the United States.  With 

over 260 members worldwide, our monthly meetings aim to educate members and the general public in 

the artistic and technical aspects of handweaving and to advance the standards of handweaving.  

 

                                
 

                         

 
The Weaver’s are back!  In March the Weaver’s Guild of Boston came back to in person meetings at the 

church.  They had their monthly meeting on Wednesday followed by a 3-day workshop.  The weavers 

bring in their own looms and create beautiful pieces.  These are a few pictures from their workshop. 
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All Church 

Pancake Brunch 

 
  

Sunday, March 27, 2022  

Pancakes & Toppings Buffet, Fruit salad, 

Bacon, Eggs, Sausage, Juice, Milk, Coffee, Tea 

11:15 AM after church  

in Vestry 
 

Any questions call or text- 508-380-8671 

Please join us for fun and fellowship. 
 

Sponsored By Your Parish Life Committee: Cathie and Steve Achorn, 

Linda Borglund, Sandy Horton, Diane and Steve Lindberg 


