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A few years ago Staples had an ad campaign that suggested that all you had to do was push the Easy
Button. People would say after pushing the button, “That was easy!” After this ad campaign people would
often look for that button and try to imagine pushing it in life. Staples even sold them. I bought one right
away! Wouldn’t it be nice to have a button that allowed you to do that? Facing a hard day? Push the button.
“That was easy!” Having a difficult medical issue? Push the button and say, “That was easy!” Going through
a terribly difficult time? Where’s that button again?
We might even be inclined to look for that button as we face Lent. Time thinking about our sin? Push that
button. Spending time in spiritual practices getting closer to God? Push that button. Sitting at the cross
instead of the Easter parade? Find that button!!
I have learned over the years that avoiding the pain does not make it go away. Burying the sadness does not
make it go away and trying to find an easy way through it, does not necessarily help us. Rather than
avoiding, or denying, or fast forwarding to Easter, I wonder what our community would be like if we held
hands and walked through the hard times together. What would it be like to be a church community who
welcomed those who are in the darkness, gather to name our sins in confession, head into our own
wilderness of temptations, and travel through it all together instead of around it? It is not easy. I know so I
will travel with you. Together we can face our darkness and sadness. Together we can do the hard work
even though it seems anything but easy. I guarantee that with God this will bring about a good thing for you
and this church, if you can hold on and persevere. I will pray as we enter Lent. I will be ready to accompany
you on your own journey as we even now, as a church, begin our Lenten journey to a new Easter horizon.

Sue

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS

LENTEN LENS

New Prayers: Jennifer Hossack and family on the
recent passing of her Dad, George.
Continued Prayers: Megan Huber’s mother Fran
Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg
daughter Lisa Jernberg; Cathie Achorn’s friend Julie
Noble and her preemie baby Kosmas Andrew
Melitas; Nancy Reimann; Cathie Achorn’s mother
Dee Mumby; Bob Brown; Gini & Tom Erwin; Wendy
Reardon’s mother Sandy; Anna Gavel.
Kindred Health Care: Bea Ladner

LENTEN LENS:
Wednesday mornings at the BISTRO
Rev. Sue will be offering a Lenten Practice at the
Bistro on Wednesday mornings starting March 4th
from 8:30-10:30 AM. Rev Sue will be there every
Wednesday until April 1st when we will end our
foolish spiritual journey together! Come for a
bagel or breakfast or just a cup of tea, and bring
either a picture or a picture on your camera to
share with the group. How have you seen or heard
God in the past week? What picture illustrates a
moment you had knowing God was near? It could
even be an old picture that you treasure. Try to
have it be more than sunsets and sunrises but
pictures of God in action or God feeling close to
you. If you do not have a picture but have a story
that is great as well! You do not need to come
every week and you are of course welcome even
without pictures! Come when you can. Please
come as close to 8:30 as possible so we can begin
with food orders.

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org. To
add or renew an ongoing concern, please call the
church office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DON’T MISS OUT!
NEW MEMBERS JOINING APRIL 5th

FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS
The Deacons invite you to join in the many special
programs that are being offered during Lent. May
you find this special season a time of reflection
and renewal.

Have you been attending for a long time or just a
short time and never got around to joining this
wonderful church? Now is the time. Soon enough,
this congregation will be given the task of voting on
the next pastor for this church. Would you like to be
part of that? Have you determined that this is your
spiritual home? On Sunday, April 5th (Palm Sunday),
we will be welcoming new members into the church
during the service. In order to join the parade, you
will need to do two things. Contact the church
office or Rev. Sue right away of your interest,
questions or excitement, and attend 1 introductory
meeting with Rev. Sue. The two dates for those
meetings (you need to attend only one) will be
offered on Thursday, March 12th at 7pm or Sunday,
March 15th after worship in Fannie Forbes Parlor
(near the Vestry). Rev. Sue will go over what it
means to become a member, answer questions,
give out lots of information for you to take home
and give you a chance to tell your story.

We are pleased that Rev. Sue has been able to
work 30-40 hours each week and has brought
many innovative ideas into our worship while she
is still recuperating from her recent illness.

CALLED TO CARE COMMITTEE
Are you aware of a member or
friend of our congregation who
is ill, homebound or
hospitalized and would enjoy a
visit? Please let a member of
our called to care team know.
Thank you,
Elaine Moore 508-366-8585, Linda Birch 508-8709911, Kathy Todd 508-335-1043 or Linda Duncan
508-366-2091 or Theresa DiMeo 203-213-2387
2

OFF SITE WORSHIP

MISSIONS

For many years now our ministers have taken a
worship service to three sites in Westborough to
give spiritual growth and comfort to the folks who
are at Whitney Place, Beaumont Nursing, and The
Willows. A member of the Board of Deacons and
Nancy Gage accompany our minister. Nancy
provides piano music to enhance the spirit of
worship. The Willows service includes Holy
Communion. Nancy and I, with a lot of help from
Lisa Coffey and Bonnie Rossi put together large
print music books. The books contain
approximately 35 best loved hymns; this saves the
cost and time needed to print 3 hymns every
month. Donna Morgan enlarged, printed and
laminated “Go Yea Now in Peace”, so that this
lovely piece can be sung and enjoyed at the
closing of the services. We also sing “This Little
Light of Mine”, along with lots of clapping and
smiles before we leave Whitney Place and
Beaumont. Nancy and I love to see the smiles,
when this song is sung.

Dismas House - NEW DAY! On the 4th Tuesday of
the month our church volunteers to make and eat
dinner with the residents at Dismas house, a home
for ex-prisoners. They are so appreciative and
friendly when we visit. The next opportunity is
3/24. There is a sign up Genius for each night so
please consider volunteering. This Mission is
coordinated by Karen Hutchinson. Please contact
Karen for more information millarhutch@aol.com
IHN - Our week for volunteering at IHN (the
Interfaith Hospitality Network) is coming up in
March (3/15 - 3/21). We volunteer to share dinner
(with the residents cooking or us bringing dinner),
sleep over or donate Price Chopper grocery cards.
IHN is a homeless shelter unlike any you’ve seen.
It is a home...there are 3 floors and the residents
live in separate rooms with their families. This is a
wonderful opportunity to help people who are
working hard to get back on their feet. This
Mission is coordinated by Megan Huber. Please
contact Megan for more information.

Marketa Rosecka stores the pilot case that holds
the music books in her office, which is truly
appreciated as the case is too heavy to lift in and
out of my car. At the end of the 3 services
Marketa takes the case back to her office. Jerry
Lyle prints an invitation and hand delivers it to the
folks at The Willows. Theresa DiMeo joins us at
these services to help folks find the hymns in the
song books, she also passes out the books and
helps collect them. This is a wonderful experience
on the first Tuesday of each month.

MUSIC CORNER

It is a privilege to bring the love of worship to
those who cannot attend church. We witness the
joy the folks get as they attend the service. Steve
and Cathie Achorn and Doug Wales have
participated in leading the services. Nancy and I
have been assisting with the services for the past
ten years, and look forward to more years to
assist.

Spring is just around the corner, and what better
way to enjoy it than to sing! This is an exciting
musical season and we would love to have you
join us! In Chancel Choir for the next few weeks
we will be singing a variety of music that will take
us on a journey to the explosive "Hallelujah
Chorus" on Easter - complete with brass
instruments! You do not need to be able to read
music, nor do you have to have a "beautiful voice"
to join us:

I am extending an invitation to you to join in
bringing your love of faith and Worship. We start
promptly at 10 a.m. at Whitney Place, 10:30 a.m. at
Beaumont and 11:15 at The Willows. We end the
last service at noontime. If you would like to join
us on occasion please call Linda Birch at 508-8709911 or email at birchouse@verizon.net.

Wednesdays
Chancel Choir, 6:30-7:30pm
JoySpring, 7:30-8:30pm
Thanks, Joe
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environment & planet…a long enough time to
have a lasting impact personally, and as guided by
our faith, we will feel compelled to share these
easy lifestyle changes with others. Creating…The
Ripple Effect! Smalls steps, major impact.

YOUTH CHIMES AND BELLS
Starting March 8th children who like to ring bells or
chimes are invited to the Bell Loft to start our
Spring season. We meet after Faith Formation for
about 30 minutes. Call Sue Menzel at 508-3418239 if you have any questions. Ages range from
kindergarten to eighth grade.

FAITH EXPLORATION- CONFIRMATION

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BLUE PLANET
by Wendy Reardon
“What you do makes a difference, and you have to
decide, what kind of difference you want to make.”
Jane Goodall

Meet our Students & Sponsors:

FAITH FORMATION Blue Planet studies continue
with focus on scripture that reminds us that God is
present everywhere and God is in control! We will
be studying “Great Women of the Bible”. How
their strength, courage and perseverance shaped
history! We will continue to learn about how the
way we live, makes a difference to all of the earth.
What are some changes that each one of us can
make that will have a definite impact on our
planet? We will be focusing on plastics and its
effect on the oceans and us!

Amanda Pu Ruiz and Amy Glennon
Mallory Walker and Sandy Horton
Ally Gray and Wendy Reardon
Jake Dapolite and Al Hutchinson
Brett Reardon and Linda Borglund
Angela Nabakka and Suzanne Arpante
Nick Louloudes and Janet Rivard
Kevin Cavanaugh and Dana Crawford
Avery Toole and Theresa DiMeo
Claire Lord and Pamela Faustine
Maggie Fox and Kathy Reynolds

YOUTH GROUP 40 DAYS & 40 NIGHTS
LENTEN CHALLENGE 2020

Students and Sponsors are beginning a new
friendship and relationship on their faith journey.
We are looking forward to our upcoming field
trips where we will be visiting a different house of
worship that we have been studying in class.

Each week during
Lent, students from
Youth Group and
Faith Formation will
present a challenge
for the week to the
congregation! We
will present the problem AND provide a solution!
We will be sharing samples of replacement
products & printed ideas each week with the
congregation during coffee hour. Each week we
will focus on tangible ways that people can have a
major positive impact through practical means.
Our GOAL: After 40 days & 40 nights, each
individual will have intentionally thought about
their personal and family’s impact on our
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SAVE THE DATE! NEW BEDFORD ANNUAL ALL CHURCH RETREAT
APRIL 24-26TH
Join us for our 3rd annual All Church…families, singles, couples, young and not so young
…retreat! Our theme will be, “God is in Control”. We will have community service
opportunities that include marine, environmental projects and activities that stress the important
role our faith has on the decisions we make and how those decisions affect us and our planet.

We are co-hosting a HUGE community service event with Pilgrim Church! We are inviting
greater New Bedford and Southeastern Mass faith organizations to mobilize as one force. A
force of power, action, love & faith! Our day of service will focus on marine, beach,
environmental conditions, and education in choices we all make each day! All activities will
stress the important role our faith has on the decisions we make and how those decisions affect
us and our planet.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Looking Ahead:

A Special Invitation…

Please join us on Good Friday,
April 10th at 6pm in the chapel.
Join us as we journey through Holy Week with
dramatic readings, historical detail and a full Seder
meal.
ALL AGES are welcomed; we have a special event
planned for our youngest guests including a meal and a
movie!
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MISSION TRIP 2020 ~ COSTA RICA SEA
TURTLE CONSERVATION PROJECT

COMMUNITY EVENT:
THE EASTER EGG HUNT!

Saturday, April 4th, 12-3pm
(rain date is April 11, 12-3pm)
The Easter Egg Hunt is about community.
“Bunny Buddies”- teenage volunteers from our
Youth Group & adult volunteers, will be there to
support and encourage small children, and
children and youth with disabilities and
challenges. Our goal is to bring everyone together
for fun and friendship! We hope that by providing
children with special needs and their families a
chance to enjoy a great Easter tradition, we can
reach out to ALL Families and ALL children letting
everyone know that you are loved, you are cared
for, and you are wanted! Please join us to
volunteer and invite your family and neighbors to
join in the fun. Our mission for the event:
to share God’s unconditional Love throughout
our community,

You can check out our GO FUND ME page:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020sea-turtle-conservation
Mission Trip 2020 ~ Sea Turtle Conservation
Project

PARISH LIFE EVENTS
February 29th, 2020

Leap Year Potluck Supper
6PM in the vestry

“Jesus Loves You!”

(Bring a main dish, a salad or a veggie)

SPRING GRADUATIONS
We are once again planning a
very special Baccalaureate
Service on May 31 and we want
YOU to be a part of it. If you are
graduating this spring (high
school, college, military, etc.),
please let us share in the
celebration of your accomplishments! Please
email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com. We will send
you a very brief “STAT” Sheet to fill out and return
(complete sentences NOT necessary!), and give
you some more details about the service!

This years’ Progressive Supper will be held on
Saturday, March 21st. If you’ve never been to one
of these suppers, it’s a really wonderful evening –
we hope you will join us.
(See the flier at the back of the Evangel for
specific details of the evening)
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

WORDS OF APPRECIATION

2020 Valentines Boxes ‘Report’

To The Congregational Church,

We sent out 25 boxes to ‘our kids’
(and a few to friends or relatives) of
our church family. The boxes traveled
as close to Westborough (commuters) to Canada
(and one is being hand-carried to Italy!)
I would especially like to thank the bakers who
made special home-made goodies. They include
Brenda Lord, Pam Faustine, Andrea Ettinger,
Kathy Reynolds, Suzanne Arpante, Marilyn Lyle
and Jean Newton. The kids are always
appreciative of the candy and Valentine decorated
contents, but they especially like the home-made
stuff...who wouldn’t?

Thank you for your continued support and donation
of $245.00 in Stop & Shop gift cards, and 194
pounds of donated items.
With Sincere Thanks,
Donna Kittredge, Westborough Food Pantry
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the cards which you have all
signed. I look at your names and think about you. It
is just like a visit. I am in good health and able to
live in my own home.
My son, Bill, who lives in CT, calls me every
Sunday night at 5:30. My son, Ben, who lives in
Westboro, visits me every week – the day depends
on his schedule which changes. My daughter,
Dorothy, lives in Omaha, NE. She visits every few
months and calls every week or so.
I have 6 grandchildren, all married and 12 greatgrandchildren.
At least once every day, I thank God for my many
blessings.
Your Christian friend,
Jane Harvey

Many thanks to all of those who made
contributions...I think this mission is a very worthy
one.
- Donna Morgan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

March 2, 2020

Special Musical Program produced
by Nancy Gage
All church members are invited for a special music
program at the March 2nd Women’s Fellowship
meeting. Come hear (and sing) songs/hymns
relating to the 12 months of the year. Social time is
6:30, meeting is 7:00 and the program begins at
7:30. Mission: Westboro Food Pantry

GROCERY CARD SALES
Great Start! Thanks shoppers. We’re 1/12th
through our budget year and almost 1/12 to our
goal. Don’t stop now. It would be just fine to
surpass our goal. If your travels take you past a
Stop and Shop with a gas station, you can fill up
using your Stop and Shop gift card. Try it. We are
thankful for your support. If you can’t make it to
church contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782
or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at
774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally
Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and
366.5169. They’d be happy to deliver them.

CHANGE OF INFORMATION
Many people have discontinued
using “landline” phones and are
now using only their cell phones.
The church currently does not
have everyone’s cell phone listed.
If you have switched, please let
us know so we can update the church records. If
you are still using your “landline” let us know that
number as well. Please respond to Bonnie at
brossi6@verizon.net

2020 Goal: $ 7,000
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2020 YTD: $ 771.25

SUPER SATURDAY!

Super Saturday is March 14, 2020
8:00 AM – 3:45 PM
Minnechaug Regional High School
Wilbraham, MA

Register Early to Reserve
Your Spot
www.sneucc.org

March 1, 2020

Or contact Andrea Bellarosa bellarosaa@sneucc.org/508-875-5233 ext.
239 with any questions.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister
revsuerem@gmail.com
Peter Graham, Student Minister
petegrahamiam@icloud.com
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s
and Youth Ministry
wendysreardon@yahoo.com
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music
Josephmstillitano@gmail.com
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director
westcongmusic@gmail.com
Church Office Phone 508/366-2000
General Church email
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
Church web site
www.UCCwestboro.org
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Treasurer’s Report
Introduction:
The goal of the Treasurer’s Report is to provide the congregation a way to stay current regarding the budget status of
the Church. This report reflects the year-end financials for 2019. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns.
Bob Petersen, Treasurer

2019 Budget

YTD Budget
as of
12/31/19
Missions

Total income
Total Expenditures
Over/Under
Comments/Concerns:
- No concerns

$30,500
$29,815
$685

$30,500
$29,815
$685

YTD Actual
as of
12/31/19
$38,262
$38,262
$0

YTD Last Year

$42,537
$42,537
$0

Church Operations
Total income
$362,001
$362,001
$354,786
$367,017
Total Expenditures
$350,402
$350,402
$343,010
$366,999
Over/Under
$11,599
$11,599
$11,776
$18
Comments/Concerns:
- While income for the year was lower than budgeted, expenses for the year were also
significantly lower than budgeted. The positive expense management is due to an outstanding
effort by staff, committees and the congregation to really aggressively manage our expenses.
Congratulations and sincere thanks to all.
- In 2019, with approval from the congregation, withdrawals from the Endowment Funds
exceeded the 4% goal by over $9000. This was to ensure proper financing for the sabbatical and
severance package for our former Associate Pastor.
- As 2019 ended on a financially positive note, the Trustees, in the February 11 Trustee Meeting,
voted to reinvest $9500 in the Endowment Funds. That reinvestment has already occurred.
- Spreadsheets providing the detailed 2019 budget information are available in the church office.
- Endowment Funds balance on12/31/19 = $503,736
Respectfully,
Bob Petersen, Treasurer
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Dear Church Family,

March, 2020

“For where two or more are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” – Matthew 18:20

A sense of community is cited over and over as one of the great aspects of our church. Thanks to our
dedicated Parish Life Committee and strong support and attendance by the congregation, we’re excited to
offer a varied list of opportunities this year to get together and meet new people.
One of the most enjoyed activities for years has been the Progressive Supper. So, it is back by popular demand

on Saturday,

March 21st.

Even if you’ve never joined in, please consider this one! It’s a great

way to spend time in a smaller setting with several different groups of people. Here’s how it works:






You’ll have Appetizers at one home (5:30-6:45 PM)
Then proceed to Dinner at another home(7:00-8:40)
And return to the church for dessert (8:45-until ?)
All with a different crowd at each location!

Please sign up soon, as it takes a bit of time and effort to coordinate who goes where.

Sign up after church or call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 (text or leave a message)
by MARCH 14th.
Please also indicate if you are willing to host appetizer, dinner or dessert.
The responsibilities are:





Appetizer Hosts – host approx. 8-10 people at your home and provide 2 or 3 simple
hors d’oeuvres, beverages and name tags for your guests to use all evening
Dinner Hosts – host approx 8-10 people at your home and provide the main dish and beverages
Dinner Co-Hosts – responsible for a salad and/or vegetable dish, rolls – take to dinner host’s home
Dessert Hosts – responsible for bringing dessert and helping make drinks, coffee, set up at church (at
2PM on Saturday afternoon) and clean-up kitchen and vestry after the event


We hope you can join us for a fun adult evening! Talk to us for any questions you have. See you there!
Your Parish Life Committee: Diane and Steve Lindberg, Cathie Achorn, Sandy Horton & Linda Borglund

10

~ March 2020 ~
Sun
1 COMMUNION LENT I

Mon
2 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

3

Tue

Wed
4 8:30 “Lenten Len’s/Bistro

5

10- Worship Service & Faith
Formation
11:30 Sign Language
Class/Chapel
2:30 GSA/Vestry

11-Noon & 1:30 PCC/F.F.
6-8 Search Comm./Kerygma
6:30 Women's Fellowship/Vestry
7:30 AA/Nursery

8 LENT II
10- Worship Service & Faith
Formation
7- GSA/Kerygma

10- Whitney Place Service
10:30 Beaumont Service
11:15 Willow's Communion
11-Noon PCC/FF

9:15 Playgroup/Nursery

4:30-6 GSA/Kerygma

9 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

10

11 8:30 “Lenten Len’s/Bistro 12

11-Noon & 1:30 PCC/F.F.
6-8 Search Comm./F.F.
7:30 AA/Nursery
7:30 BSA/Kerygma

11-Noon PCC/FF

9am Weaver's Guild/Vestry,
Kerygma, classrooms, Chapel
9:15 Playgroup/Nursery
11- Staff Meeting

7- Trustees/Kerygma

Thu

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

Lenten Program/Chapel
7- Deacons/Kerygma

10-5 Weaver's Workshop/Vestry

Lenten Program/Chapel

15 LENT III

16

OFFICE CLOSED

17

18 EVANGEL DEADLINE

11-Noon PCC/FF

8:30 “Lenten Len’s/Bistro
9:15 Playgroup/Nursery
Lenten Program/Chapel

10- Worship Service & Faith
Formation
11:30 Sign Language
Class/Chapel
2:30 GSA/Vestry

11-Noon & 1:30 PCC/F.F.
6-8 Search Comm./Kerygma
7:30 AA/Nursery

22 LENT IV

23 OFFICE CLOSED

24

25 EVANGEL PUBLISHED

10- Worship Service & Faith
Formation
11:30 Sign Language
Class/Chapel

11-Noon PCC/FF
1:30 PCC/F.F.
6-8 Search Comm./Kerygma
7:30 AA/Nursery

11-Noon PCC/FF

8:30 “Lenten Len’s/Bistro
9:15 Playgroup/Nursery
11- Staff Meeting

29 LENT V

30 OFFICE

31

10- Worship Service & Faith
Formation
11:30 Sign Language
Class/Chapel

11-Noon PCC/FF
11-Noon PCC/FF
1:30 PCC/F.F.
6-8 Search Comm./Kerygma
6:30 BSA Pack/Vestry, Sanctuary
7:30 AA/Nursery

19 4:30-6 GSA/Kerygma

20

21

6- BSA Pot Luck & Court of
Honor/Vestry, Sanctuary

Set up for Progressive Supper
Dessert/Vestry

8am Men’s Breakfast/Vestry

6- Progressive
Dinner Dessert (at
the church)

7- Cabinet/Kerygma

Hosting at IHN Interfaith Hospitality Network

CLOSED

Dismas House Dinner

26

27

28
9:30-3pm Eagle Court of
Honor/Vestry, Sanctuary

Lenten Program/Chapel

Church Office Hours
Monday - Closed
Tuesday - Thursday 9am-2pm
Friday 9am-1pm
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Choir Rehearsals:
Sundays: 11:15 K-8th Bells & Chimes
Tuesdays: 7:00 Festival Ringers
Wednesdays: 3:30 Journey Home
6:30 Chancel Choir & 7:45 JoySpring

