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Message from Pastor 

As I put the finishing touches on this message, I am also finishing my packing to go on a small 

but intentional journey.  Prior to my accepting the call to come here as your Interim Minister, I 

sent in an application to attend the Methodist program called, “Gateways to God”.  Isn’t that 

the best of titles? It is an intensive residency program with six –four day retreats at Rolling 

Ridge Retreat Center in North Andover, Mass over the scan of two years.  This program, 

taught by teachers in Spiritual Direction, involves a great deal of praying and reading, 

commitment to your own personal spiritual direction, journaling, monthly small group work, and 

papers.  I thought it couldn’t hurt to apply could it, and then I was accepted into the program.  

All righty then.  I will be attending the first retreat beginning February 22nd.  The journey 

begins.   

Have you ever signed on to attend or go somewhere new and special? That is what this 

journey will be like for me.  I admit I am a bit anxious.  Though I have been on many retreats 

and walked this road in different ways, I know this path will be unique.  What will it be like? Will 

the journey be difficult and will it stretch me? Will it have surprises and will I learn new things 

about myself and the world? Finally, will I walk more deeply with God? Yes, yes, yes, and yes! 

So, like a person choosing to lace up their hiking boots and get on the trail, I have begun. 

Lent, in the Christian church is an annual “journey of the soul”.  It is unique every time we 

begin. The pathway will be at times difficult and stretch us.  It may be filled with surprises. 

When we are intentional in this sacred searching and Holy walking, we can learn new things 

about ourselves and others, and we always end up in a closer walk with God.  Yes, yes, and 

yes! Will you begin with me? 

Please join me during this season of searching, this season of Lent.  Put on your hiking boots 

and journey with me towards God’s surprises for us as individuals and as a church.  Together 

we will meet Jesus along the way and it will be a wondrous adventure! 

In and with Christ, 

 

Rev. Sue 

 
  
 

PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS TO JOIN US HERE FOR WORSHIP! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiT167R78_gAhVmQt8KHTnWACwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.cokesburyumc.com/lenten-journey/&psig=AOvVaw3jSoPVkooppjeGGH3wNAHe&ust=1550943157636154


 

LENTEN PROGRAMS  
2019 

A SACRED JOURNEY: A HOLY WAY 

Come join us as we travel together for a Lenten Journey on a quest for Jesus.  
Where will we find him? In the dessert? In the Marketplaces? In our homes? On the Mount of Olives? In 
Prayer? On the Cross?  In our Lives? 

Wednesday March 6 WORSHIP: Ash Wednesday Service (chapel) 7:00-8:00 pm 
   We will gather for simple prayers and music along with an imposition of  
   ashes for those who wish it or an anointing of oil and blessing.  

Thursdays March 7 G.I.F.T. (Growing In Faith Together) 10-11:30 am 
   Join Rev. Sue as she takes us on a biblical journey through the life of  
   Christ with maps, stories, and hymns. Each week will be a separate  
   topic so you can come when you can. There will be no homework! 
   Topic: In the Wilderness  
   Preparing ourselves for the journey of Lent -What can we give  
   up or take on? We will look at some Psalms of Lament? 

Sunday March 10 WORSHIP: 1st Sunday on Lent (Sue Preaching)  10-11:00 am 

Wednesday March 13 THE WELL 7-8:30 pm 
 
Thursday March 14  G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: By the Sea 
   Stories by the sea with Peter and Andrew as he called his disciples.  
   What makes for a disciple?  
 

Sunday March 17 WORSHIP: 2nd Sunday in Lent (Pete Preaching) 10-11:00 am 

Wednesday March 20 THE WELL 7-8:30 pm 

Thursday March 21  G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: At the Well 
   What does it mean to be thirsting for God? How can our thirst be quenched  
   by Him? What is it like to be parched and thirsty?  

Sunday March 24 WORSHIP: 3rd Sunday in Lent (Sue Preaching) 10-11:00 am 

Wednesday March 27  THE WELL 

Thursday March 28 G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: In the Streets   
   Journey to the places where healing takes place, in the home, and in the  
   church, in the streets and in our hearts. 

Fri-Sunday Mar 29-31 FAMILY RETREAT (more news to come) 

Sunday  March 31 WORSHIP: 4th Sunday in Lent (Sue Preaching) 10-11:00 am 

Wednesday April 3 THE WELL 7-8:30 pm 

Thursday April 4 G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: In the Quiet Places 
   How did Jesus pray? How can we? What prayer type are you? 
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Sunday April 7 WORSHIP: 4th Sunday in Lent (Communion & New Members) 10-11 am  

Wednesday April 10 THE WELL 7-8:30 pm 

Thursday April 11 G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: In the Upper Room 
   Gathering with friends, the practice of Sabbath and celebration. 

Sunday April 14 WORSHIP: 5th Sunday in Lent: Palm Sunday (Pete preaching) 10-11am 

Wednesday April 17 THE WELL 7-8:30 pm 

Thursday April 18  G.I.F.T. 10-11:30 am 
   Topic: at Golgotha: We will talk about the cost of discipleship. 
   Journey to the Cross. 

Thursday April 18 WORSHIP: Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary) 7:30-8:30 pm 

Friday April 19 WORSHIP: Good Friday Observances (St. Stephens) TBA 

Saturday April 20 Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday April 21 WORSHIP: Easter Sunday Services (Sue preaching) 9 and 11 

ASH WEDNESDAY: 
On Wednesday, March 6th from 7:00-8:00 pm, we will gather in the Chapel in order to pray and sing 
together as a way to begin Lent.  We will offer ashes for those who wish it, or a blessing with an anointing of 
oil.  We will also light some candles and be in silence.  If this brief worship time helps you to begin your own 
Lenten journey, then please join us.  All ages are welcome. 
 
OPEN PRAYER: (*New) 
Would you like to just come and sit for some prayer and quiet? Would you like to come light a candle for a 
loved one or listen to the meditative music? Rev. Sue will host Open Prayer times on Thursdays during 
Lent for people to come in when they wish for 10 minutes or the whole hour.  You do not need to sign up, 
just come.  March 7, 14. 21, 28, and April 4 and 11 from 12:00 – 1:00 pm and/or 7:00 – 8:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  There will be one exception.  On March 21st the evening prayer from 7:00 – 8:00 pm will be in 
the chapel. 
 
G.I.F.T: (*New) 
Rev. Sue will be leading a Faith study called G.I.F.T. during Lent. 
In “Growing in Faith Together”, we will explore the places and faces of Jesus’ journey from Bethlehem to 
Golgotha.  We will meet every Thursday, weather permitting, from March 7 through April 18 (in the Chapel) 
from 10:00-11:30 am.  Each week stands on its own so you do not have to come every week.  There will be 
no homework or reading ahead so come as you are.  
 
LENTEN BOOK STUDY FOR WOMEN: (*New) 
Are you the type who like to read a book without a book group? Rev. Sue is offering a book study with only 
one get together – at the end.  The book is: “On a Quest for Christ” Tracing the Footsteps of Your 
Spiritual Journey by Lisa Are’ Wulf.  This is a book with 30 short devotionals and reflection questions.  If 
you would like to try this during Lent, Sue will have copies for $9.00 in the office.  People are encouraged to 
read at their own pace, though daily reading is best.  On Tuesday, April 2nd we will gather together (TBD) 
from 7:00-8:30 pm to review what the experience of daily reading was like and what we learned.  If you 
would rather meet for lunch, we can meet from 1:00 – 2:00 pm. Let Sue know. 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 
 

 

Bereavement: Linda Birch and family upon the 
passing of her beloved husband Dick; Leigh 
Walker and family upon the passing of her father 
Richard Hopkins 
New Prayers: *Ina Donahue as she recuperates 
from side effects of a severe flu strain; Wendy 
Reardon’s mother, Sandy; Betty Gray’s friend 
Barbara; Joan Gates 
Continued Prayers: Cathie Achorn’s sister Linda 
Polatka; Jeffrey Bramley; Anna Gavel; Ron and 
Nancy Clark’s daughter Melissa Dickinson; 
Homelyn Augustin 
 

Celebrations: Andrew and Jennifer Parent share 
the good news of the arrival on Feb. 8 of their twin 
sons Isaac and Simon, welcomed by big sister 
Emerson; Myra Kinnamon on the birth of 
granddaughter no. 2, Maeve Palmer Kinnamon, 
born on Valentines’ Day to Eric and Katie 
Kinnamon.   
 

Beaumont: Carroll Hoffman 
Kindred Health Care: Bea Ladner 
 
*If you would like to send a card to Ina Donahue, 
she is at Apple Valley Center, 400 Groton Road, 
Ayer, MA. 01432 
 

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email 
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  To add 
or renew an ongoing concern, please call the church 
office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net 
 
 

 

NEW COMER  GET TOGETHER 

 

 
Are you new to the church and want to find 

out more about us?  Would you like to join our 

membership on New Members Sunday, April 

7th? Join us for a newcomer get together 

Sunday, March 10th after worship service 

downstairs in the Fannie Forbes Room or 

speak to Rev. Sue or call the office. 
 

SERVING YOUR CHURCH 
 

The Nominating Committee asks that you peruse 
the Officiary on the whiteboard in the library.  It 
shows the many boards, committees and other 
positions that are essential to help the church to 
function smoothly.  Some positions are seasonal, 
rather than year-round, and others involve 
monthly meetings.  One does not need make a 
three-year commitment, but can fill any shorter, 
open term to see how a position works.  The 
committee asks that you consider trying one of 
these open assignments or volunteering to join 
when the new committee year begins on July 
1st.  For more information or to list your 
preference, please contact Betty Gray 
(bzgray@aol.com) or Dave Smith 
(smithwestboro@cs.com).   
 

 

Evangel Distribution Changes 
 

In an effort to be more environmentally 
sensitive and more cost effective, we would like 
to maximize our use of electronic distribution.  
In order to save money, churches often try to 
use bulk mailing, which requires duplicating 
and mailing out a minimum of 200 copies.  
With more and more people utilizing email, our 
distribution numbers have dropped.   
 

If you are willing to change to an electronic 
copy, and we do not have your email address, 
please contact the church office with your 
preferred address.  If you currently receive a 
mailed copy and we have your email address, 
you will be automatically switched to electronic 
distribution. 
 

We are glad to mail out copies to those who do 
not have access to a computer.  If you wish to 
continue receiving a paper copy through the 
mail, please contact the church office at 508-366-
2000 before March 26.  As always, paper copies 
are available at church on Sundays or in the 
church office. 
 

Thank you for helping us to be better stewards 
and still reach everyone with the great things 
going on here at our beloved church! 
 

Submitted by David Smith, Church Clerk 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:WESTBOROUCC@VERIZON.NET
mailto:bzgray@aol.com
mailto:smithwestboro@cs.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjDxM_OudfgAhWhiOAKHUfODgsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.thechurchnews.com/archive/2001-09-08/welcome-hearts-retaining-new-members-20334&psig=AOvVaw1F5O0BPXP-yNzvCMSuzFVW&ust=1551203520780280
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Monday, March 4, 2019 
Refreshments 6:30, Program 7:30 

“Westborough Now and Then” 
 
 

This program will be a compilation of photos 
Phil Kittredge  has taken over the last 6-9 
months.  They will be compared with photos 
of the same spots 75-125 years ago. Please join 
us in the Vestry on the 1st floor. Enter at the 
parking lot rear door.  Program open to the 
Public (Bring a friend or two).  For more 
information contact Cathie Achorn at (508) 
380-8671 text or leave a message.  
 

mission of the month:   Bring items for the 
Westboro Food Pantry. They are in need of 
canned pastas, ravioli, Dinty Moore Stew, 
Spaghetti. (microwaveable items) 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Looking Ahead:  April 1, at 7 pm 

 

 
 

Special Musical Program produced  
by Nancy Gage and Co. 

 

Come hear and sing some of your favorite hymns.  
(There will be a little April Fools Fun.) 
6:00 PM social time, Meeting 6:30 PM program at 
7 PM with refreshments to follow. This will be 
open to the public.  Please check upcoming 
bulletins for more details. 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Confirmation 2019 Class 1 Topic:   
 

Define “religion”…“faith”…“spirituality” 
We will begin to contemplate what it means to each 

one of us personally. 
 

~ FAITH EXPLORATION ~   
 

“Discover…Explore…Practice” 
MARCH 3rd @8:30 - 9:45am w/BREAKFAST! 

 

FAITH FORMATION IN MARCH 
 

We will be kicking off our 
Lenten studies with a Mardi 
Gras celebration on March 
3rd!  Beginning with Ash 
Wednesday, we will work 
our way through to Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday. 

We will be learning about different Lenten 
practices; where they came from, when they 
began and the purpose behind them.  We will 
be focusing on the Gospels and Jesus’ 
relationships with the disciples, people he 
ministered to, and the religious and political 
rulers of the time.  We will have several projects 
that will help us to understand and experience 
this important time in a deep and meaningful 
way. 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS IN MARCH… 
 

Mar.10th-  We will be having an ADVENTURE 
outing!  Meet at the church @11:45am.  We 
will return to the church @3pm.  
 

Mar. 24th - Topic Meeting:  “Meditation…is it 
for me???”  We will be learning about different 
mediation practices and trying some out! 
 

Mar. 29-30th - ALL CHURCH RETREAT   YG 
Youth Group will be having a special Friday 
night program, helping w/service projects on 
Saturday and having our Sunday YG meeting in 
New Bedford! 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

Souper Bowl Of Caring 
Results Are In!... 
 

TOGETHER we donated 
over 400lbs of non-
perishable foods.  All food 
was donated to Project 

Just Because of Hopkinton.  We raised $375 
for Dismas House through cash and grocery 
cards.  $225 was donated to our scholarships 
for Mission Trip 2020: Costa Rica Sea Turtle 
Conservation Project!  Thank you to everyone 
who donated, brought in non-perishables and 
cooked for the tailgate party!  Together we can 
do amazing things…with   Jesus all things 
are possible! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi7idyQw9fgAhURZd8KHdlQA1EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://twitter.com/souperbowl&psig=AOvVaw0RT4Dxt-TSJSnbX7TKaAXn&ust=1551206077859625
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ALL CHURCH RETREAT! 
 

SAVE THE DATE!   MARCH 29th ~ 31st 

DESTINATION:  NEW BEDFORD 

“Serve…Explore…Grow…Together!” 

 

 

See flier at the back of the Evangel 
 

PARISH LIFE 
 

 
 

This years’ Progressive Supper will be held on 
Saturday, March 23rd.  If you’ve never been to 
one of these suppers, it’s a really wonderful 

evening – we hope you will join us. 
 

(See the flier at the back of the Evangel for 
specific details of the evening) 

 

MISSIONS 
 

 

It’s once again almost 
time for our congregation 
to host at IHN (Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, a 
homeless shelter on June 

St. in Worcester). Our week is Sunday March 
17th - Sunday March 24th. Each day we need 
volunteers for dinner (you bring dinner or we 
provide grocery cards and they cook) 5:30-8pm 
and to sleep overnight 8pm-6:30am weekdays, 
8pm-8:30am weekends. It’s really not difficult and 
can be very rewarding. If you’re new to this we 
can pair you up with one of our “regulars” so you 
can learn the routine. We would really appreciate 
some new volunteers to help out. Children are 
welcome to volunteer as well (with a parent). The 
kids that live at the shelter love when kids come 
to volunteer...they get so excited to have 
someone nearer their age.  
The sign-up sheet is on the Missions table in the 
Vestry or you can contact me directly at 
meganhuber@aol.com or 508-212-8297. I’ve also 

put the guidelines on the table so you can read 
exactly what to expect. Please contact me, 
Megan Huber, if you have any questions. Once 
again, this is a very worthwhile mission and we 
would love to have you participate. 
 

DISMAS NEWS! 
 

We are trying something new..... 
Join us for fun and fellowship on Thursday, March 
7th while we cook dinner for the residents of 
Dismas House! On the first Thursday of every 
month, drop in anytime to the Church kitchen to 
help with cooking the meal, clean-up, and/or 
delivering the dinner.  We will start cooking at 
3:00 pm and be ready to leave the Church at 5:15 
pm to bring the meal to Dismas.  If you can’t join 
us but would like to help, please consider making 
a side-dish or a dessert for approximately 15-20 
people.  As always, donations of Stop & Shop 
cards purchased through our Grocery Card 
Project are greatly appreciated to help with the 
shopping for the meals!  If you have any 
questions please contact Karen Hutchinson at 
millarhutch@aol.com or 508-870-1782.... or chat 
with her at coffee hour after Church! 
For more information about Dismas House 
checkout their website:  www.dismasisfamily.org. 
 

GROCERY CARD SALES 
 
 

Are You New to our Grocery Card Project?  
The Grocery Card Fundraising Project supports 
the Operation Budget of our Church. We 
purchase grocery gift cards from Stop & Shop, 
Roche Bros., and Price Chopper in bulk at a 
discounted rate. If you purchase a $100.00 Stop 
& Shop gift card from us, you will get $100.00 
worth of groceries. However we purchased that 
card for $95.00. The $5.00 profit goes to our 
Operation Budget. These gift cards can be 
purchased each Sunday after worship or in the 
Church Office. Thanks! If you can’t make it to 
church contact Karen Hutchinson at 
508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy 
Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d 
be happy to deliver them. 
 

2019 Goal: $ 8,000      2019 YTD: $ 936.00  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHhoKvzMbZAhVkQt8KHSq5CmoQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.cobblestonechurch.org/current-events-lebanon-ohio-church/interfaith-hospitality-network/&psig=AOvVaw1N3U6t1AR_psu432UKcuid&ust=1519838123448908
mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
http://www.dismasisfamily.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwislPX-gMnZAhWNUt8KHfChAIoQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://stannesepiscopal.net/fellowship/&psig=AOvVaw3AT4c8l9yDc3ySpNheP-XJ&ust=1519920960399861
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Part of Eleanor Myer’s thank you note 
during Christmas time was missing in last 
month’s Evangel. (sorry Eleanor).  She 

also wanted to thank her dear friends for the lovely 
poinsettia and says it is blooming brightly in her 
living room. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Many thanks to the Board of Deacons and Rev. Sue, 
and all the lovely people who signed the card for 
the thoughtful Valentines’ Day greeting.  It 
brightened my whole week. 
                                                      Eleanor Myers 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Dear Friends at the Congregational Church, 
Thank you for your recent donation of $145.00 to 
Dismas House.  We appreciate your generosity and 
goodwill towards the Dismas family. 
 

Best wishes in the New Year,  
Colleen Hilferty, Co-Executive Director 
 

PCC of MA 
 

The Pastoral Counseling Centers of MA, with a 
main office at 7 Church Street, Westborough 
have a long history of providing counseling to all 
persons seeking healing, wholeness and 
renewal.  We work with individuals, couples and 
families offering a holistic approach that focuses 
on all aspects of a person's life.  We also offer 
several support groups including care-giving, 
divorce and mid-life groups.  To inquire further, 
please call Mary Taber at 508-366-4000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Pastor 
revsuerem@gmail.com 

 
 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s 
and Youth Ministry 

wendysreardon@yahoo.com  
 

Joeseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music 
Josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

 
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 

petegrahamiam@icloud.com 
 

Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email 
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

March 10, 2019

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMgb6v4brRAhWj3YMKHSTMAx0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/poinsettia-clip-art-free&psig=AFQjCNGsIxRkgqQD6aHi4IR26AqDzjLQQg&ust=1484247076566137
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLmeGH99XaAhVvn-AKHb2nBl0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://fccw.org/united-church-of-christ/&psig=AOvVaw2lqc2vCOTPW5sxK7VM6_Hl&ust=1524763002677513
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQzaPRhNrgAhVp4oMKHZ45CrIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://coronadousd.net/calendar/event/6-spring-forward-daylight-saving-time-begins&psig=AOvVaw2vLNznBsn_ThjvqrwdK6U_&ust=1551292372106461
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Dear Church Family,                                                                                             March, 2019 

“For where two or more are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” – Matthew 18:20 

A sense of community is cited over and over as one of the great aspects of our church. Thanks to our 

dedicated Parish Life Committee and strong support and attendance by the congregation, we’re excited to 

offer a varied list of opportunities this year to get together and meet new people.    

We hope you’ll join us as often as you can!   

One of the most enjoyed activities for years has been the Progressive Supper.  So, it is back by popular demand 

on Saturday, March 23rd .  Even if you’ve never joined in, please consider this one!   It’s a great 

way to spend time in a smaller setting with several different groups of people.  Here’s how it works: 

 You’ll have Appetizers at one home (6:00-7:00 PM) 

 Then proceed to Dinner at another home(7:15-8:45) 

 And return to the church for dessert (9:00-?) 

 All with a different crowd at each location! 

Please sign up soon as it takes a bit of time and effort to coordinate who goes where. 

                Sign up after church or by emailing or calling Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 (text or 

leave a message) or camachorn@aol.com  by MARCH 14th 

Please also indicate if you are willing to host appetizer, dinner or dessert.  The responsibilities 

are: 

 Appetizer Hosts – host approx. 8-10 people at your home and provide 2 or 3 simple 

hors d’oeuvres, beverages and name tags for your guests to use all evening 
 Dinner Hosts – host approx 8-10 people at your home and provide the main dish and beverages 

 Dinner Co-Hosts – responsible for a salad and/or vegetable  dish, rolls – take to dinner host’s home  

 Dessert Hosts – responsible for bringing dessert and helping make coffee, set up at church  (at 2PM 

on Saturday afternoon) and clean-up  kitchen and vestry after the event 
 

Regards,  

Your Parish Life Committee (Diane and Steve Lindberg, Cathie Achorn, Sandy Horton & Linda Borglund) 

mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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ALL~CHURCH FAMILY RETREAT 
 

 Friday, March 29 – Sunday, March 31 
 

  The Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriott in New Bedford. 

 

~ Friday night, 7pm reception with snacks,   

~ Saturday Buffet Breakfast & Time of Devotion   

~ Small Group Service Projects.   

~ Explore Historic Downtown New Bedford!  Visit some of the sights; the National Park, 

    the Whaling  Museum, or the fishing fleet, as well as the many art galleries & shops.  

  

There will be activities for kids and youth going on all day!  

~ Saturday Evening, Celebration Dinner @Merrill’s on the Waterfront  

~ Sunday Breakfast followed by Worship Service @Pilgrim United Church of Christ 

 
 

29-31 
MARCH 

ROOM PRICES: Standard King/Double $109 
                             Standard Suite $129 
(Options w/view are available when reserving) 
 
FOOD:   *$45/Adult  *20/child (12 and under) 
(Includes Friday, breakfasts & Saturday dinner) 
Make checks out to Congregational Church!   
(Refundable up until 3/17*) 

    
ROOM Reservations Must Be Made before 5pm FEBRUARY 28th, call  
774-634-2000 Reserve as The Congregational Church of Westborough 
 to receive our special rate! (Reserving ROOM only~NOT food) 
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It has only been a little over one month since we last met and said our farewells to one another in January! 
………….and in so many ways it feels like it’s been months upon months.  I have discovered that I shall always 
carry the light, laughter & love of all that was good and sacred about our fourteen years together and will 
quickly forget some of the struggles and hardships that are a normal part of being a committed faith 
community In Christ.   You are all very much a part of me and my family and are truly etched in my heart 
forever.  Thank you seems not nearly enough!   

The celebration farewell party that you gave to me & my family was such an outpouring of your love & 
generosity.   The beautiful setting, the remarkable attendance, the delicious food, the gorgeous live music and 
the playful, sincere, and heartfelt conversations (and speeches) have sustained me through this large 
transition.  I wish to thank each and every one of you individually,  

Your many personal gifts, cards, words and gestures have provided me with strength for the journey.  Your 
monetary gift has allowed me to continue with my health insurance and some bill payments!   I would like to 
reach out to each and every one of you personally but for now I hope that you know how much your gifts & 
your profound statements of gratitude for my ministry among you means to me.  We have truly shared the 
Love of Christ Jesus with one another!  That can never be taken away!  That is what shall remain with me for 
all time.    

The gift of a three month sabbatical has been a blessing beyond measure!  It has allowed me to dote daily on 
our new grandson William, (who as you may recall was born THE Very Afternoon of my last Sunday with you!!)  
…… as well as his two older brothers, Connor & Aiden.   Our daughter Beth and her husband Mike have 
actually been able to enjoy their expanding family even in the midst of profound sleep deprivation and ever 
growing mountains of laundry.   

 I have Loved being there for them,  driving the little ones back and forth to nursery school,  cleaning, cooking 
and getting lots and lots of major snuggle time with the new baby!  This has been my new spiritual practice!  I 
keep remembering and hearing my teacher, Thich Nhat Hanh or “Thay” saying, “When you drive, Drive 
….when you fold laundry, Fold laundry!”   Well, I’ve had ample opportunity and time to practice mindfulness in 
the seemingly small and “insignificant” tasks of daily life! Truly the Present Moment is All we have!    I seek to 
do all things to the glory of God………….including changing diapers!  I also learned a great deal about this when 
on our mission trip to Haiti!  It’s All Good!  It’s All God!   

It has not been easy for me to say goodbye to my faith community of well over a decade plus and I deeply miss 
being & worshiping with you.   I am, however, keenly aware of the “rightness” of my departure,  the good 
timing, The God Timing and the overall necessity for all of us to take our next steps in following The Holy One 
who calls each of us by name.  

  I have said before and believe even more so now, that God calls us to both come to communities to serve 
and also calls us to leave them when it is time.  Indeed, this is true about the very nature of life itself, is it not!?   
So this has been a good practice of letting go and letting God!  Thank you all for understanding and honoring 
that I can no longer reach out to you personally, at least for the next year or so, but this doesn’t mean I can’t 
pray for you all, as I do daily.   Mailing cards to one another is still kosher though and I do hope to get my 
thank you cards out at some point!!  

HEART-FELT GRATITUDE 

                               From Rev. Elaine 
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These three months of sabbatical will also provide me with a more relaxed approach to discerning and seeking  
God’s next calling to serve another church.   There have been inquiries, but I am taking my time and 
prayerfully discerning.  Many opportunities are before me and I pray to answer the right Call, that it be God’s 
Call.  I sorely miss worship participation, planning and preaching but for now,  I will relish this sacred time with 
my precious family which has and will always be my First Calling!   

I pray for the Congregational Church of Westborough daily, and for each of you.  I pray for Rev. Sue’s Interim 
ministry among you and that you follow her profound wisdom & guidance, her tried and true leadership, and 
her lifetime of Authorized & Ordained ministerial experience as well as her open heart to serving God’s 
church……and as I hope you all constantly remember, It Is God’s Church!    She has been a God-send to this 
church, and so may she be well received!   

My prayer for all of you, for all of us as I say my final Thank you with Heartfelt gratitude can best be summed 
up in the Apostle Paul’s words found in 

 1 Thessalonians 3: 12-13:  

“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in Love, for one another and for All, just as we abound in 
love for you.  And may God so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”  

Indeed with Heartfelt Gratitude and Love for you,   

Rev.  Elaine 
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~ March 2019 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  2  

3 COMMUNION 

10- Worship & Faith Formation 

Mardi Gras Fellowship Hour 

11:30 Deacons/Kerygma 

5:30 GSA/Vestry 

4 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

6:30 Women's 
Fellowship/Vestry 

7:30 AA/Nursery 

5  

10- Whitney Place Service 

10:30 Beaumont Service 

11:15 Willow's Communion 

 

6  

10:30 Staff Meeting 

7pm Service/Chapel 

 

7 9- Playgroup/Nursery 

10- G.I.F.T./Chapel 

1:30 PCC/F.F. 

4:30 GSA/Vestry 

5- Dismas House Dinner 

8  
 

9  

 

10 LENT I 

10- Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 New Member Get 
together/Fannie Forbes Room 

2:30 GSA/Vestry 

11 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

7:30 AA/Nursery 

7:30 Troop Comm/Kerygma 

12  

7- Trustees/Kerygma 

 

13  

9am Weaver's Guild/Vestry, 
Kerygma, classrooms,Chapel 

9:30 Called to Care/Nursery 

7- "The Well"/Chapel 

14 9am Playgroup/Nursery 

10- G.I.F.T./Chapel 

Noon Open Prayer/Sanctuary 
1:30 PCC/F.F. 

4:30 GSA/Kerygma 

7- Open Prayer/Sanctuary 

15  
 

16  

17 LENT II 

10- Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 Music Comm/Choir Rm 

5:30 GSA/Vestry 

6:30 GSA/Kerygma 

18 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

7- Mission Comm/Kerygma 

7:30 AA/Nursery 

19 

 

20 EVANGEL DEADLINE 

10:30 Staff Meeting 

7- "The Well"/Chapel 

7- Cabinet/Kerygma 

21 9am Playgroup/Nursery 
10- G.I.F.T./Chapel 

1- Open Prayer/Sanctuary 
1:30 PCC/F.F. 

6-  BSA Court of Honor/ 
Sanctuary & Vestry 

7- Open Prayer/Chapel 

22  
 

23  

6pm Parish Life  

 

24 LENT III Scout Sunday 

10- Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 TPC/Chapel 

2:30 GSA/Vestry 

5:30 GSA/Vestry 

25 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

6:30 BSA Pack/Vestry & 
Sanctuary 

7:30 AA/Nursery 

26  27 EVANGEL PUBLISHED 

7- "The Well"/Chapel 

28 9am Playgroup/Nursery 

10- G.I.F.T./Chapel 

Noon Open Prayer/Sanctuary 
1:30 PCC/F.F. 

3:30 Worship Panning 

4:30 GSA/Kerygma 

7- Open Prayer/Sanctuary 

29  
 

30  

8:30am Weaver’s Guild/Kerygma 

31 LENT IV 

10- Worship & Faith Formation 

 

5pm Fri. to 10am Sat. GSA 
Sleepover/Vestry 

Friday thru Sunday 

All Church Retreat in New Bedford 

 

9am-4pm Weaver's Guild 3 day workshop/Vestry 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday Closed 

Tuesday - Thursday 9am-2pm 
Friday 9am-1pm 

 
G.I.F.T. Growing in Faith Together 

BSA & GSA – Scouts 
PPRC - Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

TPC - Teaching Parish Committee 
PCC – Pastoral Counseling Center 

FOC – Financial Oversight 

 

 
 

 

 

Choir Rehearsals: 

Sundays: 11:15 K-8th Kids Bells & Chimes 

Tuesdays:   7:00 Festival Ringers 

Wednesdays: 3:30 Journey Home Singers 

 6:30 Chancel Choir & 7:30 JoySpring 

 

IHN Hosting March 17th – 24th 
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