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A Message from Rev. Sue 
 

I wonder as I wander. That is the first sentence of one of my favorite Christmas Carols. Growing up, I never knew the 
song’s origin story but that didn’t matter. I loved to hear it or sing it. When you live in the north, the night sky in 
winter is crisp and clear. I would often find a reason to be out under the stars during Advent. For five seasons during 
advent, I led the youth group as they sold Christmas trees. The lot was down on the ocean so every evening I would 
be down there in the dark smelling the balsam, watching the moon rising and listening to the waves while I waited 
for customers. I spend a good amount of time, pondering, wondering, and of course wandering in my thoughts.  
 

Throughout all my years especially these years in ministry this carol has remained a favorite.  
I still ponder its words today. 
How was it that Jesus came for to die? He came to give his life for us.  
He came to pave a way for us, and He came to bring light into the darkness. 
We certainly need more light these days. We are facing darkness that seems overwhelming. Some people have 
become so overcome by this darkness, that they can’t find the energy to string Christmas lights or put candles in their 
windows. I know the feeling. It takes great effort to swim up-stream against what seems like a strong current of 
darkness and hopelessness. It takes deep courage to put one foot in front of another when facing a strong bitter wind 
of blustering news. It takes a persevering hope to believe that God will see us through and that the light will come. 
 

Recently, I learned where this great Appalachian Folk Carol came from. It was found by accident really, as all great 
songs are (see Silent Night). In the summer of 1933, in the town of Murphy, North Carolina, the Morgan family had 
found themselves in poverty. They had lost everything. They were trying to live in the center of town, near the 
fountain. They cooked their meals there and did their laundry there. The day had come when the townspeople had 
had enough and asked the police to evict them from the town square. On the very day that was to happen, the 
preacher father asked if he could lead one more revival service in the town square to raise enough money for gas so 
that they could leave. It just so happened that a famous folk singer was in the crowd. John Jacob Niles, a renowned 
collector of Appalachian folk songs was just passing through, so he attended the revival.  
 

“It was on July 16, 1933. In his unpublished autobiography, he wrote of hearing the song: "A girl had stepped out to the 
edge of the little platform attached to the automobile. She began to sing. Her clothes were unbelievable dirty and ragged, 
and she, too, was unwashed. Her ash-blond hair hung down in long skeins.... But, best of all, she was beautiful, and in her 
untutored way, she could sing. She smiled as she sang, smiled rather sadly, and sang only a single line of a song." The girl, 
named Annie Morgan, repeated the fragment seven times in exchange for a quarter per performance, and Niles left with 
"three lines of verse, a garbled fragment of melodic material —and an idea". 
 

John was so taken by the symbolism of this poor child singing, that he left that place and finished the carol she 
began. It was finally recorded in October and was first sung by John himself, on December 19, 1933. It has been sung 
ever since.  I know that there seems to be a great deal of pain and darkness and you may be consumed by all this 
despair. I also know that singing one song of courage, or lighting one candle in the darkness can make a difference, 
for us and for all those who see and hear. May you find the courage and grace this season to hold on. Hold onto your 
faith in the one who comes, and comes again – Come Emmanuel, Come and bring light once again into our sadness. 
Fill our hearts with gladness for You are the King, the Savior, and the Child born to us, and for us. May you know the 
Wonder as you Wander, this Advent.    Wishing you Christmas Peace, 
                                                                                               
Rev. Sue  
 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky – How Jesus, the savior did come for to die.  
For poor on’ry people like you and like I - I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
When Mary birthed Jesus `twas in a cow’s stall, - with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all 
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall -  and the promise of ages it then did recall 
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing - A star in the sky or a bird on the wing 
Or all of God’s Angels in heav’n for to sing - He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King 
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OPEN SANCTUARY 
Wednesdays 12:00-1:30 PM or 7:00 -8:30 PM,   December 2nd-16th, Monday 21st 
We have heard from so many who miss sitting in the sanctuary. The deacons, Pete and Rev. Sue will host two 
times every Wednesday for you to come and sit either 12:00-1:30 PM or 7:00-8:30 PM. Come by and sit for a brief 
period of time (Maximum of 15 minutes). Families are welcome to come sit together. All others will be asked to 
separate and wear masks the whole time. We will have markings on the pews and hand sanitizer available. There 
will be music playing but no program. In the evening we will add candlelight. This program will run beginning 
Wednesday, December 2nd and go through Wednesday, December 16th. We will also offer one Monday time only 
on December 21st the longest night from 4:00-5:30 PM.  
The sanctuary will be decorated minimally for Christmas. If too many arrive, the deacons at the frontfoyer will ask 
you to wait in your car and they will text you when others leave. 
 

ADVENT THEMES FOR OUR SERVICES TOGETHER 
 

November 29th Signs of Hope & Promise -Lighting a candle for future joy  
December 6th Signs of Preparation & Waiting -Lighting a candle for Hope as we wait  
December 13th  Signs of Enduring Joy-Lighting a candle for courage & peace as we endure  
December 20th  Signs of Love -Lighting a candle for Love (Rev. Sue)  
December 21st  (Monday) BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – ZOOM VIGIL & PRAYER 7:00 -8:00 PM 
December 24th  Signs of Adoration! (see Christmas Eve Service info) -Lighting the candle of Christ 
December 27th  Signs of More Adoration! (A Carol Sing around our pianos) -The candle of Christ 
January 3rd  Signs of Adoration & A New Beginning – Our 1st of the Year Communion! 
 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP FOR WORSHIP?   To make Advent and Christmas Eve as comforting, as creative, and as 

caring as possible, we need your help. Look below and offer your services!!  We would like to see as many different 
folks as possible. You can sign up for more than one thing if it is a way you would like to give back this Advent. 
PLEASE SIGN UP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERING FOR ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING   
 

This year we are looking for single folk, couples, families who are willing to come to the church on Saturday, 
December 5th from 12:00-1:00 to be filmed in the sanctuary lighting the advent wreath. We will separate folk by time 
slots so that you are not in the sanctuary for long. You may also volunteer to do it live with us on a Sunday morning! 
Contact Pete Graham if you can do this petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
 
November 29 A Candle for future Joy    The Stilitanos   
December 6 A Candle for Hope while we wait  
December 13 A Candle for Courage & Peace as we endure 
December 20 A Candle for Love 
December 24 A Candle for the Adoration of the Christ  
December 27 A Candle for Adoration from the Shepherds 
January 3 A Candle of Adoration from the Magi 
 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
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VOLUNTEERING FOR ADVENT NATIVITIES  
 

This year, we are inviting 6 (folk or families) to share a nativity that they have at home on one of the 6 Sundays in 
Advent and Christmastide. This will be in the place of the Youth Message. It will not be done on Christmas Eve. You can 
come on live (like a liturgist) and show your special nativity and tell us a bit about where it comes from (just 2 minutes) 
or you can film yourselves and send it ahead. Each week we will add a new character to the story and you can end 
your “show and tell” by adding the character of the week into your creche. Then we will invite others to do the same 
in their homes. I know there are lots of people with creches so let’s see your show and tell! BE BRAVE AND JOIN US!  
Please contact revsuerem@gmail.com  
 
November 29 The Stable is placed in the creche  The Remicks  
December 6 The Animals are placed in the creche  
December 13 Mary and Joseph are placed in the creche  
December 20 The Angels are placed in the creche 
December 27 The Shepherds are placed in the creche 
January 3 The Magi are placed in the creche  
 

 

VOLUNTEERING TO BE AN ACTOR IN THE LIVE NATIVITY 
 

Would you like to help us be among those who stand by the stable in costume? No lines to memorize. No parts to act 
out. Just stand or sit about and act well, biblically. We will ask family groups (who live or visit together) to be the 
characters in the stable together (a minimum of 5-7 characters). Each group will take a 15-20 minute “shift” to maintain 
safety and be spaced safely apart. We will need 6 groups for the 90 minutes.  Take part in a historical event! You can 
sign up with petegrahamiam@icloud.com. A time to pick up costumes ahead of the 13th will be announced to the 
volunteers who sign up. This could be a great Christmas Card picture for your family! Pictures will be taken to be used 
on our Christmas Eve 6:00 PM Service. You’ll be famous! 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS FOR YOUNG AND OLDER 
 

Advent Calendars 
We handed out Advent calendars at our NOVEMBER HOP IN YOUR CAR EVENT (11/22).  If you did not receive one, 
extra copies will be available in the church office.   
 

Online Devotional  
This year, we are recommending an online devotional through the Presbyterian Church of USA that is based on the 
poem by Howard Thurman. You can sign on to this link and join Rev. Sue during Advent as we read and pray 
together. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/  
 

Sunday Vespers 
Rolling Ridge, A Methodist retreat center in Andover, Mass, is offering a weekly Vesper’s service for 6 weeks on 
Sunday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 PM. They will be walking through the book by Henri Nouwen, Advent and 
Christmas Wisdom. You may register with the link below. You may also wish to avail yourself of a Spiritual Director 
for that time. Rev. Sue is one of many offering her services. This is the retreat center that has hosted the course in 
Spiritual Direction called Gateways to God that Rev. Sue has been enrolled in these past two years. This retreat 
center, like many, is struggling to stay open. Please consider signing up and supporting their efforts. You do not 
have to ask for spiritual direction, nor come every week. The Vespers asks for a donation. The Spiritual direction is 
free if you wish to try it. https://www.rollingridge.org/event/advent-prayer-journey-14418839 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/
https://www.rollingridge.org/event/advent-prayer-journey-14418839
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Bereavement: Gerda Clapp passed away on 
November 11th. Keep her family in your prayers. 
 

Continued Prayers: Sue Menzel; Jim Harvey at 
Fairlawn Rehab recovering from a fall; Karen Gavel’s 
son Pete Gavel in ME and sister-in-law Sylvia Doran; 
Christina MacConnell; Pat Ainsleigh, Marge Butcher; 
Bob Brown.  
 

 

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email 
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  To 
add or renew an ongoing concern, please call the 
church office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net 
 

WAYS TO CONNECT 

ENEWS 
Now is the time to be sure you are in the know!  
Contact the church office to be sure you are 
getting our weekly news! Don’t forget that we 
send out the Zoom link and weekly reminders and 
important new announcements every week 
through ENEWS. If you would like to receive these 
announcements, call or email the office 
westboroucc@verizon.net. 
 

WATCH THE SERVICE ON CABLE 
For those of you who want to watch our Sunday 
online worship services on your TV, they are being 
broadcast Monday Evenings at 6pm by 
Westborough TV on cable channels:  
 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 
 

Please spread the word!! 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
We are still officially closed to in-church business.  
We are able to serve you by phone, emails and 
mail.  Let us know how we can help you. If you 
need to visit for business, we suggest you call 
ahead.  Thank you for your understanding! 
 

         

 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR – DEC 5TH 
 

The annual Christmas Fair will be a mini-Fair this 
year and be held on the front lawn.  
 

 We will be selling some wreaths, homemade 
items (blankets, scarves, mittens, etc.), and hot 
cocoa and baked goods. 
 

Everyone must wear a mask and people will be 
asked to sanitize their hands before going to the 
tables. There will be a safe bagging and cashier 
table.  A limited amount of customers will be 
allowed on the lawn at one time.  
 

Please donate baked goods, fudge, candy, pies, 
etc. wrapped in zip lock bags ready to sell with 
labels. (name of item, nuts or no nuts, gluten free 
etc.).  You may drop the items off starting at 9 am 
on Saturday. Dec. 5th or call Cathie Achorn for pick 
up. 
 

We are also looking for donations of 
environmentally responsible hot cups with lids 
and clean paper grocery bags. 
 

Let Cathie know if you can work a 1 or 2 hour shift 
behind the tables with the church behind 
you.  Customers will not be allowed behind the 
tables. 
 

Those people who have preordered wreaths will be 
notified between December 1st-4th to pick up 
their fresh Maine wreath or have it delivered.  
 

The rain date will be Sunday Dec. 6th at noon to 3 
pm. Please call Cathie Achorn's cell at 508-380-
8671 if you have any questions.   Your Fair Chairs, 
Linda Borglund, Sandy Horton and Cathie Achorn 
 

HOP IN YOUR CAR EVENT!  
 

LIVE NATIVITY 
 

December 13th – 12:00-1:30pm 
 

Hop in your car and drive on 
over to the church. This will 
be our last HOP IN YOUR CAR 
EVENT for now. So, you will 
not want to miss this one. We 

will have a live nativity out front! Park your car and 
come over and take pictures or take pictures from 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:WESTBOROUCC@VERIZON.NET
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
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your car parked out front. We will be ASKING ALL 
WHO LEAVE THEIR CARS TO WEAR FULL MASKS the 
whole time and limit your time. We may also need 
to limit outside numbers depending on safety 
mandates. We will have gifts for families of young 
children who come by and candles infused with the 
light of Bethlehem for those who ask. There may 
even be a few live animals. (sorry, no llamas).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE PLANS 
(subject to change) 

 

These services will be available by ZOOM, 
FACEBOOK, and CABLE (TBD) 
 

6:00 PM  PAGEANT   
Faith Formation will be pre-recording their 
pageant this year and it will be  made available to 
you when we post it at 6:00 pm. Join us on ZOOM 
or FACEBOOK for a family at home celebration! 
(See the news from FAITH   FORMATION for 
participants and rehearsals as well as filming. 
 

7:00 PM  LESSONS AND CAROLS  
The worship team will be offering a service of 
lessons and carols. Join us LIVE on Zoom or 
Facebook for the tradition of hearing the 
scripture, singing along with some pre-recorded 
Carols, and end the evening with a candle lighting 
ceremony in your homes. You may share the LINK 
with family. Rev. Sue and Pete will be LIVE from 
the Sanctuary! 
 

8:00 PM  CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE  
(Live and Outside) – A 20 minute outside service 
of candle lighting. MASKS will be required, and 
people must physically remain distanced. 
Numbers will be monitored according to 
guidelines by the state and all of this is subject to 
change so stay tuned to last minute 
announcements via ENEWS. We will be on the 
Church street side & in the front of the church so 
that folk can remain in their cars and be a part of 
this if they wish. We will have candles for you 
when you arrive. Please look for the deacons with 
Santa hats. If you are prone to wear a Santa hat, 
leave it home for this one.  WEATHER DEPENDENT 
 
9:00 PM  CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE  
(Live and outside) -We will offer a second 20 
minute service so that we can invite more folk. 
With a curfew in place, we will need to disburse 
immediately following the service. WEATHER 
DEPENDENT 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
 

The annual Christmas Fair will be 
a mini-Fair this year and be held 

on the front lawn.  
 

 We will be selling some wreaths, 
homemade items (blankets, scarves, 

mittens, etc.), and hot cocoa and baked goods. 
 

Everyone must wear a mask and people will be 
asked to sanitize their hands before going to the 
tables. There will be a safe bagging and cashier 
table. A limited amount of customers will be 
allowed on the lawn at one time.  
 

Please donate baked goods, fudge, candy, pies, 
etc. wrapped in zip lock bags ready to sell with 
labels.( name of item, nuts or no nuts, gluten free 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF 
REMEMBERING AND PRAYER -- ON THE 

LONGEST NIGHT 
 

This has been a very hard year for so many. 
Traditionally, on or near December 21, church 
members gather for the longest night when the 
world is darkest and remember how Christmas is 
not always a season of joy.   
 

On Monday, December 21st 7:00 -8:00 (BY ZOOM 
LINK) there will be a service for all who need 
some company “in the dark”. If you would like to 
join us by zoom for a simple time of prayer, 
poetry, and music, as well as a time to light 
candles for our loved ones, join us on the longest 
night. You can remain unseen if you wish. Just 
watch for the link in our ENEWS to join us. Please 
sign on before 7pm so that we can start on time. 
Have a candle ready for lighting.  If you wish to 
have a candle with the Bethlehem’s flame let us 
know or stop by the church office and we will 
give you a candle infused with the flame of the 
Bethlehem grotto. Our gift to you even if you do 
not come to the service. 
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etc.) .  You may drop the items off starting at 9 am 
on Saturday. Dec. 5 or call Cathie Achorn for pick 
up. 
 

We are also accepting for donation 
environmentally responsible hot cups with lids 
and clean paper grocery bags. 
 

Let Cathie know if you can work a 1 or 2 hour shift 
behind the tables with the church behind 
you.  Customers will not be allowed behind the 
tables. 
 

Those people who have preordered wreaths will be 
notified between December 1st-4th to pick up 
their fresh Maine wreath or have it delivered.  
 

The rain date will be Sunday Dec. 6th at noon to 3 
pm. Please call Cathie Achorn's cell at 508-380-
8671 if you have any questions.   Your Fair Chairs, 
Linda Borglund, Sandy Horton and Cathie Achorn 
 
 

WINTER SEASON FUN 
 

In an attempt to stay connected, we are inviting 
members and friends to sign up to teach and/or 
host a winter session, one time only class. Use 
your imagination! It could be a one-time class on 
taking pictures, knitting, needlepoint, taxes, a trip 
to somewhere fun in pictures, a sign language 
refresher, beginner guitar, food cooking, book 
reading, auto mechanics (how to change a flat 
tire), piano for beginners, yoga, Bible reading or 
study, the Nicene Creed, History of Westborough 
Congregational church, Polishing silver. You get it. 
If you do it, you can teach it or at least host the 
evening. We will advertise your class and what 
time of the day or evening you would like to have 
it. We will offer sign-ups for people to register for 
free. We will even help you set up the zoom 
meeting and help you learn how to lead a class on 
Zoom. We may even have some wondrous teens 
etc. who may sign up to be your tech person! 
What a fun way to meet new people and try 
something fun. Maybe you all just want to set up 
cribbage boards and play cards! We will be looking 
for daytime classes and evening opportunities for 
our dayworkers and students. Register your class 
ideas with revsuerem@gmail.com and we will 
advertise after the new year for a winter session 

of fun and learning while we wait out the winter 
snows. The goal is to offer 30 different one-time 
classes from 30 different people. On your mark, 
get set, GO! 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 

 

BUDGET 2021 
Early discussion about the 2021 budget – please 
join us! 

The Trustees are listening and 
want to make sure all voices 
are heard about the priorities 
for our 2021 budget.  In 
January, we usually present a 
recommended budget for the 
congregation to vote on after 
all pledging comes in. This 

year we’d like to review our DRAFT budget with 
you and leave more time for input.  
 

Please join us on Sunday, December 6th at 
11:15.  Zoom info will come out the week prior, 
along with budget highlights 
 

HEATING SYSTEM UPGRADE 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to give 
an update on the upgrades to the heating system 
and answer some questions that have arisen.  The 
furnace filters have been upgraded and will be 
changed at 3-month intervals instead of the 
recommended 6 months to help ensure proper air 
flow through the system.  The next upgrade is 
ionizing air purifiers added to all four furnaces that 
serve the sanctuary and the vestry.  These 
purifiers charge the air, and the charged particles 
adhere to contaminants such as dust, mold, odor 
and, most importantly, viruses, making these 
particles easier to catch in the filter.  These units 
are used in hospitals, medical offices, and large 
office buildings and have been proven to be very 
effective.  
 

Some concerns have been voiced about the 
building not having “fresh air make-up.”  Because 
the forced hot air furnaces are closed-loop 
systems, make-up air is neither needed nor 
desirable.  Make-up air is used to equalize the 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
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pressure in a well-insulated building when air in 
the building is lost due to exhaust fans and other 
units that vent the air to the outside.  Hence, 
make-up air brings fresh air back into the building.  
With the new purifiers, that isn’t necessary.  The 
areas served by the furnaces don’t have vents, nor 
do they have a lot of insulation. I hope this helps 
to ease some concerns and to reassure the 
congregation that the Trustees are working to 
provide the safest environment possible for re-
entry.          
 Submitted by Jack Glennon 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Although we were not able to have our regular 
Stewardship Sunday this year when we would 
bring our pledge cards forward, 69 pledges for 
2021 have been received and acknowledged.  This 
number gets us to about halfway to our 
anticipated returns. 
 

Pledging allows the Trustees to plan for the 
coming year and to execute that plan.  We want to 
show our staff our appreciation for all they do 
while we prepare to welcome a new Senior 
Minister.  
 

The purpose of this notice is to ask people to 
please return their pledge cards as soon as 
possible so that a preliminary operating budget 
can be presented at a December 6 virtual, 
informational meeting for review and discussion. 
 

You may mail in your card, email it to the office or 
drop it in the office mail slot.  Be sure to note your 
preference for pledge envelopes.  We thank you in 
advance for your participation. 
 

Your Stewardship Committee, 
Linda Crawford, Ted Jaworski, Janet Rivard, 
Janice Shaw and Dave Smith  
 

 
 

FLOWERS 
 

Traditionally this time of 
year the people could 
purchase a poinsettia in 
honor or in memory of a 
loved one. These plants 
would grace the altar and 

then be delivered to the octogenarians and shut-ins. 
Only a few plants will be put on the altar, but this 
year we will still offer a way for you to honor your 
loved ones. You may make a donation to the 
Flower Committee for any amount. Proceeds will 
go to the Flower Fund to help them offer flowers to 
people in need of comfort. When you send in your 
payment to the office,include who you would like to 
honor or you can contact Lisa at the church office 
with names. DEADLINE to include the names for 
the CHRISTMAS EVE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
SERVICE will be Tuesday, December 15th by 12:00 
pm.    
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

December 7th 
Women’s Fellowship ZOOM Meeting 

 

Since we won’t be back in the church for the 
traditional Yankee Swap, we are planning to do 
Secret Santa’s (bringing back memories of ‘Secret 
Pals’ era).  As was stated in the minutes that 
Elizabeth Kaftig sent out, the deadline was the 
20th.  I have sent out an e-mail just about this, so 
you should have gotten the information in time.  
We will ‘reveal’ our identities at the January 4th 
meeting.   
 

Mission:  “Giving Tree”  The Missions Committee 
has included details in this Evangel. 
 

The ZOOM meeting will begin at 6:30 PM for social 
time.  We can catch each other up on things that 
are happening in our lives. 
 

We will begin the business meeting at 7:00 PM.  
 

Polly Thayer will answer questions about the 
Westborough Food Pantry starting at 7:30 and 
then we will do a virtual Scavenger Hunt. 
 

We hope you can join us! 
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MISSIONS 
 

The Giving Tree Program: 
 

We will once again participate in the Giving Tree 
Program.  Each child will receive one gift card for a 
retailer of their choice.  For most of the children 
this will be their only gift this season.   
 

On November 22nd, a tree was set up outside at 
the church.  If you took a tag it should be placed in 
an envelope and returned to the church office or 
mail slot by December   
 

If you prefer not to go out, you can send a check 
(payable to The Congregational Church of 
Westborough) to the church office with "Giving 
Tree" in the memo line to be received by 
December 1.  The address is 57 West Main Street, 
Westborough, MA  01581. 
 

Alternatively, you can go the the church website 
www.UCCWestboro.org and make a donation 
online.  Click on the dropdown box and select 
Missions, then put "Giving Tree" in the memo line.  
All donations must be received by December 1st 
so that we can purchase the gift cards and bring 
them to St. Luke's Parish for distribution. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support of this 
program.  You will bring a lot of joy to a child on 
Christmas morning. 
 

Any questions, contact Pam Faustine or a member 
of the Missions Team. 
please contact Pam Faustine, Mission Team Chair, 
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Faith Formation continues to be active.  We have 
an activity or event each week, rotating between 
at-home projects, video lessons, live zoom 
meetings, and hop in the car events.  Here’s what 
we’ve been up to: 
 

September 

Sept 13 - Registration and Kick-Off event with Ice 
Cream Truck 

Sept 20 - At home project- letters to our Call to 
Care recipients 

Sept 26 - Live Zoom Lesson about Patience 
 

October 

Oct 3 - Video Lesson about Kindness 
Oct 11 - At home project – Birthday bags for the 

food pantry 
Oct 18 - Hop in the Car Costume event 
Oct 31 - Video Lesson about Joy 
 

November 

Nov 7 - Live Zoom Lesson about Gentleness 
Nov 14 - Live Zoom Pie Making Class with Chef 

Michael Solovey 
Nov 15 - At Home Project – Great Pie Challenge 
Nov 22 - Hop in the Car event- drop off your pies  
 

Upcoming events:  
 

December 5 - Pick up Costumes for Live Nativity 
December 6 - Live Zoom Meeting- Parts 
assignment and Pageant Rehearsal 
December 13 - Hop in the car event- Recording for 
Christmas Pageant & Live Nativity 
December 20 – At home project – Cookie 
Decorating 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Family Service & 
Pageant on Zoom 
 

 
 

 

http://www.uccwestboro.org/
mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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A WHOLE NEW 2020 GREAT PIE CHALLENGE 

 

On Sunday, November 14th, Faith Formation hosted a live Zoom Pie Making Class with 

Chef Michael Solovey. 
 

        
 

                              
 
Pie making at the Lord’s house 
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YOUTH GROUP 

A big thank you to Jim & 
Carrie Brown for hosting 
an amazing campfire for 
the Youth Group / 
Workcamp crew on 
Saturday, November 
14th.  It was great to meet 
some new faces as well 
as welcome several 
experienced members. 

Other happenings: 

♦Look out for Lori Fox’s email about a pageant 
(Note – it’s not a typical year, and it won’t be a 
typical pageant!) 
 

♦If you haven’t signed up for workcamp for this 
summer, there is still time. 
 

♦Have a topic you want to cover across the next 
campfire or Zoom call?  Let Lori know… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC CORNER 
 

Your voices are needed!  Please join 
The Congregational Church of 
Westborough Virtual Music Group for 
the Advent and Christmas seasons! We 
are recording (audio only) favorite 

Christmas Hymns to use during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons, and I know you want to sing 
these with us :) 
 

You do not need to be "fabulous" singer. We 
welcome all voices! You can sing the melody, or 
harmony, or both through multiple recordings. 
You can sing all the verses of a hymn or just one if 
you like. Just join us! 
 

We will be recording: 
 

"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - hymn #119 
"Joy to the World" - hymn #143 
"The First Noel" - hymn #151 
"O Little Town of Bethlehem" - hymn #144 
"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" - hymn #164 
"O Come, All Ye Faithful" - hymn #148 
"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear" - hymn #153 
"Silent Night" - hymn #145 
"Angels We Have Heard on High" - hymn #155 
 

And for the Youth, we have 2 specifically for you! 
"Away in a Manger" - hymn #147 (YOUTH ONLY) 
"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" - hymn #150 
(YOUTH ONLY) 
 

Please reach out to me with any 
questions: josephmstillitano@gmail.com. And 
please consider joining us! 
                        

Calling All Workcampers 
 

Summer 2021 – Join us! 

 

For 25 years, this church has taken a group to 

workcamp nearly every year.  Once you go, you’re 

hooked – it’s that amazing.  We hope you’ll join us this 

summer – for a week of service to a community that 

needs YOU.  A chance to get to know others in our 

church, get to know yourself, try out new carpentry and 

painting skills, and serve in new ways that will transform 

you. 
 

Here’s what you need to know: 
 

Where:    Erie, Pennsylvania 

When:     June 26-July 3 

Age:        current 8th grade and older 
 

Let us know if you’re interested or know others that 

might be.   Learn more at 

https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/home-

repair/erie-pennsylvania 

Brenda & Rich Lord 

brendaelise.lord2@gmail.com 

508.237.7615 
 

rich.lord@charter.net 

508.878.5050 

 

mailto:josephmstillitano@gmail.com
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/home-repair/erie-pennsylvania
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/home-repair/erie-pennsylvania
mailto:brendaelise.lord2@gmail.com
mailto:rich.lord@charter.net
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister 
revsuerem@gmail.com 

 

 Peter Graham, Student Minister 
 petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
 Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music 
  Josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

 
  Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
  westcongmusic@gmail.com 
 
  Church Office  (508)366-2000 
 

  General Church email  westboroucc@verizon.net 
 
 Church web site   www.uccwestboro.org 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

From a sermon by Rev. Sue Remick on November 15, 2020;  
the last in a series on the Fruit of the Spirit.  
 

Credited to Richard Mcnair:    
 

Love is the key.  
Joy is love singing.  
Peace is love resting.  
Long-suffering is love enduring.  
Kindness is love’s touch.  
Goodness is love’s character. 
Faithfulness is love’s habit.  
Gentleness is love’s self-forgetfulness. 
Self-control is love holding the reins.  

 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLmeGH99XaAhVvn-AKHb2nBl0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://fccw.org/united-church-of-christ/&psig=AOvVaw2lqc2vCOTPW5sxK7VM6_Hl&ust=1524763002677513
https://www.sermoncentral.com/contributors/richard-mcnair-profile-10410
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~ December 2020 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  

7- Festival Ringers/Chapel 

2  

10- Staff/Zoom 
3  

 

4  
 

5  

9-2 Mini Christmas 

Fair on front lawn 

 

6 COMMUNION ADVENT II 

10am Online Worship  

11- Informational 2021 Budget 
Meeting/Zoom 

12-3 Fair 
(rain/snow/2nd date) 

7  

6- Sunday Services on Verizon Ch 
24 & Charter/Spectrum Ch 191 

 

7- Search Committee/Zoom 

 

8  

7- Festival Ringers/Chapel 

 

7- Trustees/Kerygma 

 

9  

 

10  

7- Mission Team Planning/Zoom 

 

11  
 

12  

 

13 ADVENT IV 

Deadline for Giving Tree 

10am Online Worship  

Noon-1:30  

Hop in your Car   

Live Nativity in front of 

the church 

14  

6- Sunday Services on Verizon Ch 
24 & Charter/Spectrum Ch 191 

7- Search Committee/Zoom 

 

15  

7- Festival Ringers/Chapel 

 

16  

 

 

7- Cabinet/Kerygma 

17  

 

18  
 

19  
 

20 ADVENT IV 

 

10am Online Worship 

21  

6- Sunday Services on Verizon Ch 
24 & Charter/Spectrum Ch 191 

7- Blue Christmas 

Service/Zoom 

 

22  

Dinner at Dismas House 

 

23  24 Christmas Eve 

  

25 Merry Christmas 

 

26  
 

27  

10am Online Worship 

 

28  

6- Sunday Services on Verizon Ch 
24 & Charter/Spectrum Ch 191 

 

29  

 

30  
 

31  
 

 

Vestry in use for wreath making (a few people at a time) 
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Daily Lectionary Scripture References -December 2020 (Year B) 

 

Tues. Dec. 1 
Psalm 79 

Micah 4:6-13 

Revelation 18:1-10 
 

Wed., Dec. 2 

Psalm 79 
Micah 5:1-5a 
Luke 21:34-38 

 

Thurs., Dec. 3 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

Hosea 6:1-6 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 

 

Fri., Dec. 4 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Acts 11:19-26 

 

Sat., Dec. 5 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Mark 11:27-33 
 

Sun., Dec. 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

Mon., Dec. 7 

Psalm 27 
Isaiah 26:7-15 
Acts 2:37-42 

 

Tues., Dec. 8 
Psalm 27 
Isaiah 4:2-6 

Acts 11:1-18 
 

Wed., Dec. 9 
Psalm 27 
Malachi 2:10—3:1 

Luke 1:5-17 
 

Thurs., Dec. 10 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 2:1-5 

Philippians 3:7-11 
 

Fri., Dec. 11 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:2-6 

Philippians 3:12-16 

Sat., Dec. 12 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:13-19 

Matthew 21:28-32 
 

Sun., Dec. 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

Mon., Dec. 14 
Psalm 125 
1 Kings 18:1-18 

Ephesians 6:10-17 
 

Tues., Dec. 15 
Psalm 125 
2 Kings 2:9-22 

Acts 3:17—4:4 
 

Wed., Dec. 16 
Psalm 125 

Malachi 3:16—4:6 
Mark 9:9-13 

 

Thurs., Dec. 17 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
2 Samuel 6:1-11 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

Fri., Dec. 18 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
2 Samuel 6:12-19 

Hebrews 1:5-14 
 

Sat., Dec. 19 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Judges 13:2-24 

John 7:40-52 
 

Sun., Dec. 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 or 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

Mon., Dec. 21 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 1:1-18 

Hebrews 9:1-14 

Tues., Dec. 22 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 1:19-28 

Hebrews 8:1-13 
 

Wed., Dec. 23 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Mark 11:1-11 

 

Thurs., Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
 

Fri., Dec. 25 
Christmas 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12] 
John 1:1-14 

 

Sat., Dec. 26 

Psalm 148 
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15 
Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60 

 

Sun., Dec. 27 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

 

Mon., Dec. 28 
Psalm 148 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 

Matthew 2:13-18 
 

Tues., Dec. 29 

Psalm 148 
Isaiah 49:5-15 

Matthew 12:46-50 
 

Wed., Dec. 30 
Psalm 148 
Proverbs 9:1-12 

2 Peter 3:8-13 
 

Thurs., Dec. 31 
New Year's Eve 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 
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