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PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

     I wanted to share with you all a proposal that I have made to our strategic planning group and to other 

leaders in our church.  For years and ever since I have been here, our church has talked about a capital 

campaign, to raise money for many dreams that we have that go beyond our annual budget.  I would like to 

make the suggestion that we build this campaign around our 300
th

 anniversary year of 2024.  Let’s make that 

a year of celebration, since it will be a once in a lifetime event for all of us!  Usually capital campaigns invite 

people to make pledges for 3 years to the campaign, so people would be giving to the campaign for 2021, 

2022, and 2023, so that would mean that we would make a presentation to the church about the campaign in 

2020. 

     I would suggest then that we form a capital campaign team to begin planning out what we would spend 

the money on this coming year, in 2018.  They would build on the work of the Strategy and Visioning Team, 

and would be ready to listen to people in the church about what our dreams for our building and our future 

life together are, pricing out how much it would cost to do those things, and hiring a consultant to assist us in 

the eventual campaign.  I hope that we as a congregation can discuss this idea in the coming months 

 

                                                                         Faithfully yours,  

 

                                                                         Pastor Paul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Office Hours        
 

Monday & Friday  9am – 1pm      

Tuesday, Wednesday , Thursday  9am – 2pm    
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December Worship Schedule 
 

All of our Sunday services are at 10 AM, and there is nursery care and Sunday School for kids up through the 8
th
 

grade.  The kids are in church for the first 10 minutes or so, and then they go to their special session.  Everyone is 

invited to join us for coffee hour after the service downstairs in the vestry (or fellowship hall)! 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 3
rd

 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT -  COMMUNION SUNDAY 

We welcome our as special guest preacher today Rev. Kelly Gallagher, our UCC area minister for the 

Central Association.  Our theme for the morning is #morehope, based on Luke 1:67-79.  We will celebrate 

the Sacrament of Communion, and light our first Advent candle!  There will be our 2018 budget 

congregational meeting after church. 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 10
th

 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – COLLECTION OF GIFTS 

We will light our second Advent candle, and collect gifts for needy children in the area today.  Pastor Paul’s 

sermon will be #morepeace, based on Luke 1:26-38.   
 

SUNDAY, DEC 10
th

 – BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 7PM 

We will gather in the Chapel tonight as we remember that this is not an easy season for many.  Linda 

Hartley will be leading us. 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 17
th

  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT– COOKIE WALK AFTER SERVICE 

We will light our third Advent candle today, and Pastor Paul’s sermon will be #morejoy, based on Matthew 

1:18-25.  We will also be selling holiday cookies after the service to benefit our music ministry.   
 

SUNDAY, DEC 24
th 

- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

We will gather at 10 AM today to light our fourth Advent candle, and to have a time of singing carols.  Our 

theme will be #morelove, and Pastor Paul will be leading us. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT AT 5PM –AND CANDLELIGHT SERVICE AT 7PM 
We will share our annual Christmas Pageant at the 5 PM Children’s service, and then have our candlelight 

service with choir and bells at 7 PM.  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani will be preaching.  Invite a friend or family 

member to join you! 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 31
st
 NEW YEAR’S EVE DAY – BELLS SUNDAY 

Linda Hartley will be our preacher today, and we will gather for worship on this New Year’s Eve Day.  

Bring a bell with you! 
 

 
 

PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS TO JOIN US HERE FOR WORSHIP! 
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January 2018 Worship Schedule 
 

 

 

SUNDAY, JAN 7
th

 – EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion 

together today, and remember the Visit of the 

Wise Men on Epiphany.  Pastor Paul will be 

preaching. 

 

SUNDAY, JAN 14
th

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SUNDAY 

We will give thanks for the ministry of Martin 

Luther King Jr. today, and Rev. Elaine S. 

Gaetani will be our preacher. 

 

SUNDAY, JAN 21
st - 

WORKCAMP 

SUNDAY 

Our youth who went on the workcamp to Ohio 

last summer will be leading us in worship today. 

 

SUNDAY, JAN 28
th

 – HEALING SUNDAY 

We will have a time of healing today, and 

Pastor Paul will be preaching. 

 

PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 

TO JOIN US HERE FOR WORSHIP! 
 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

Bereavement: Brenda Malone and family upon 
the death or her son Matthew Malone, on Friday, 
Oct. 6th (last Evangel, I inadvertently omitted 
Brenda’s name). 
New Prayers: Marilyn Lyle; Kevin Keeler’s Aunt 
Kathy; Elena Moskal; Lois Gray & family (sister-
in-law of Betty Gray); Steve McKenna; Olivia L. 
Continued Prayers: Michael Newton; Andrea 
Domeij (Ina Donahue’s daughter-in-law in FL); 
Pari (friend of Cathie Achorn and Angela Caron); 
Tom Morgan’s niece’s husband Dave; Bonnie 

Rossi’s sister-in-law, Stephanie; Taylor Ann 
Carroll (Carolyn Bent’s niece);  
 
 

Coleman House: Jean Hall 
Beaumont: Shirley Foss 
Kindred Health Care: Bea Ladner 
 

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email 
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  To add 
or renew an ongoing concern, please call the church 
office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net 
 
 

 

WORSHIP THEME FOR ADVENT IS 
 

“Angels Among us” 

 
During the season of Advent, we will be using the 
theme “Angels Among Us”, and focusing on the 
visit of the angels in the various parts of Advent 
and Christmas story.  Our decorating of the 
sanctuary and our music will partly reflect this 
theme.  Please join us! 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Pledge Update: The year-end is rapidly 

approaching which makes me think of 
contribution reports.  I will be the first to admit 
that the quarterly contribution reports are not 
particularly user friendly.  Hence, if you are 
uncertain as to the balance due for your 2017 
pledge, please feel free to contact me to get an 
up-to-date figure.  I can be reached through 
email:  sharkey53@charter.net or phone: 508-
366-4023.   
 

2018 Contribution Envelopes: Contribution 

envelopes will be available for pick-up in the 
vestry on Sunday, December 17th.  If you would 
like to switch from weekly to monthly envelopes, 
(or vice versa), please let me know as soon as 
possible.  All contributions you would like 
included in your 2017 report must be received 
in the church office by December 31, 2017.   
Thank you for your continued financial support 
of the church. 
 

Regards, Linda Sharkey, Asst. Treasurer 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:WESTBOROUCC@VERIZON.NET
mailto:sharkey53@charter.net
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

Christmas and the holiday season 
can be a difficult time of year for 
some of us. The loss of loved 
ones, the loss of a job, and other 
losses in our lives may leave us 
feeling less than joyful as others 

gaily go about holiday preparations. If you are 
finding yourself feeling “blue” this year, please join 
us for a Blue Christmas service on Sunday, 
December 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. We will 
light candles, pray together, and be in community 
as we remember the light of hope that Jesus’ birth 
brings to our lives. 
 

BELL SUNDAY – DEC 31
ST

  
 

Join us for “Bell Sunday” on New Year’s Eve 
morning – December 31st. Bring a bell and help 
us ring out the old year and ring in the new! All 
bells are welcome – cow bells, sleigh bells, little 
bells, big bells! If you have more than one bell at 
home, bring them all and share. And if you forget 
your bell, don’t worry – we’ll have bells for you to 
ring! 
 

MUSIC 
 

COOKIE WALK – DEC. 17TH  
 

The annual cookie walk fundraiser for the music 
program will take place immediately following 
the morning service on Sunday, Dec. 17. If you 
need last minute cookies for your guests, the 
cookie walk is a great time to stock up. The 
cookies cost $7 per pound.  Anyone willing to 
bake a couple dozen cookies and donate them 
to the sale should leave them off before Sunday 
and put them in the kitchen.  Mark if they have 
nuts. Bring your cookies in a plastic container 
and please put your name on it.  Thank you to 
all the bakers and the consumers.  The Music 
Committee 
  

GREETINGS FROM THE BELL LOFT 
 

Kids' Chimes & Bells 

Our final rehearsal for the first half of the church 
year is this Sunday, 12/3, and attendance is 

very important!!  We will play chimes & bells in 
church next Sunday, 12/10.  We will resume 
rehearsals in February 2018. 

 

Festival Ringers 

Our final rehearsal will be on Tuesday, 12/12, 
putting finishing touches on our Christmas 
Anthem, "Christmas Joy", which will be shared 
on Sunday, 12/17.  We will resume rehearsals i 
February 2018.   
 

Thank you to both choirs for the dedication you 

show by attending rehearsals and participating 
in worship.  You bring joy to my heart and to all 
who love hearing your gift of music.  Have a 
Merry Christmas and let me be the first to wish 
you a HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR!! 
 

Sue Menzel 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
& FAITH FORMATION 

 

THE GREAT PIE CHALLENGE 
 

This year’s challenge was a GREAT success!  
Thank you to everyone who participated.  We 
made over 200 pies with all the ingredients 
donated!  All of our pumpkin pie kits included pre-
made pie crusts - thank you to Pam Faustine and 
Kristi Allen!  The Great Pie Sale raised over $850 
for Faith Formation holiday mission projects.  
Over 100 pies, apple and pumpkin, were donated 
to The Curtis Family.  We completed 12 hours of 
service including 2 hours of stuffing prep for The 
Curtis Family Thanksgiving Dinner!   Finally, the 
extra sugar and butter were donated to the 
Women’s Fellowship for their holiday baking 
projects.   A Happy Thanksgiving for all! 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXvNnM483XAhUp4YMKHeWGDKcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP576/k5760479/&psig=AOvVaw1grqGxg8ucb52vfUizuvRv&ust=1511288778976130
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THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

This year’s pageant will be at 5pm on 

Christmas Eve. 
 

The evening will 
consist of music, 
scripture and the 
magic that can only 
be found on the night 
before Christmas!  
We will be telling two 
stories as always, our 
younger students will 
be sharing “T’was the 
Night Before 
Christmas” and our 
older students will be telling the story of The 
Nativity through the eyes of the 3 Magi.  This 
year Joyspring will be accompanying us!   
Please come and invite your family, friends and 
neighbors.  We will be transforming the 
sanctuary into Bethlehem on a clear and starry 
dessert night! 
 

MISSIONS 
 

HABITAT WORK DAY – FEB 3RD  
 

We as a church will be sending a team to work at 
the Habitat for Humanity homes in Northboro 
Saturday, Feb. 3rd from 8:30-3:30, or just the 
morning or just the afternoon that day!  We need 
both skilled and unskilled labor.  Be in touch with 
Pam Faustine at pfaustine@princeton-ma.us for 
more information. 
 

GIVING TREE TAGS  
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Giving Trees will be set up after Church in 
the Library on Sundays through December 
3rd!!!  We are hoping to provide gifts for 300 tags 
this year!!!  We had a GREAT start Sunday – 
about 180 tags signed out, leaving about 120 left 
on the trees!  Gifts of all types for children of all 
ages are available, everything from gift cards to 
warm clothing, diapers to bicycles.  Need a gift for 
the person who has everything?  Donate a gift in 

their honor to a child in need this holiday season. 
Don’t like to shop? Make a donation and we will 
do the shopping for you.  ALL tags must be 
SIGNED OUT.  Stop by the table downstairs 
during coffee hour to sign out the tags. 
All WRAPPED gifts with tags firmly attached 
are due back before noon on Sunday 
December 10th.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Kathy Reynolds 
(kreynolds118@comcast.net or 774-262-
4326).  Thank you!!!  
 

62
nd

 EVERGREEN FAIR 
 

It’s almost here! The 62nd Evergreen Fair is 
Saturday, Dec. 2nd from 9am to 3pm!  What a 

great way to start your Christmas 
season.   
There are still ways you can help: 
Come help decorate the vestry, 
make wreaths, help with food prep 

and work on Grandma’s Attic, Nov. 27 – Dec. 1.  
We can use 1 hour of help or more.  Don’t 
forget to bring your baked goods in on Friday, 
Dec 1 from 9am – 9pm or Sat. Dec 2 at 8am. 
The day of the fair, there will be handmade 
items, greens, crafts, cheese, jewelry, 
gingerbread, the famous Santa’s Workshop, a 
delicious luncheon, baked goods galore and a 
special visit from Santa himself.  Come and 
enjoy the sights, sounds and fragrances and 
mostly fellowship of our wonderful church at 
Christmas 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

NEXT MEETING – DECEMBER 4TH 
 

Christmas Party & Yankee Swap - 6:30 PM 

 
No program…just fun and fellowship.  An evening 
of fun and relaxation before the “rush”.  Bring a 
wrapped gift ($5 limit) to swap.  Be prepared to 
laugh and enjoy special refreshments. 

 

Mission: Giving Tree (children’s gifts): The 
Mission Committee will let us know what is 
needed. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6vffh6OnPAhXMWz4KHeTnDvIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stalbert.org/committees/giving-tree/&psig=AFQjCNE2Pv9v-qbVcaJLqHF6BNV-6Ao41w&ust=1477067876087482
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMkZTvyKnJAhWKez4KHUGUAoAQjRwICTAA&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/christmas-gift-clipart&psig=AFQjCNEonkqD_pRU3X1uCHgyiDavRDC7IA&ust=1448472011983710
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COMING UP – JANUARY 8TH    
 

Fair “Wrap-Up” Meeting 
 

Informal meeting to clean up and put away any 
leftovers from the Fair.  We’ll review what 
worked, what didn’t and what we can do to 
improve our major fundraiser.  A light supper 
will be served. 
 
Mission:  IHN – Donations of paper towels, TP 
and grocery cards 
 
 

PARISH LIFE 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
SUNDAY, DECEMEBER 10TH  

 

 
Meet in the Vestry @ 4:30PM  

for a Light Supper  
Caroling at 5:00 PM  

People of all ages are invited.  
 

Come Christmas Caroling Sunday, Dec. 10th, 
sponsored by the fun Parish Life Committee. 
Come to one of the most popular activities. It's 
a great way to spend time with our youth and 
the shut in people enjoy our visits. Bring your 
Santa hat or reindeer antlers and your jingle 
bells. Then afterwards we have hot chocolate 
and fellowship.  If you have questions call 
Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to a 
Parish Life Committee Member- Nancy Cook, 
Diane and Steve Lindberg, Cathy Purcell, Linda 
Borglund, Sandy Horton and Norma Powell. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 

*Sunday, Jan 21 ~ The Famous Pancake 
breakfast/brunch after church for everyone. 
*Sunday, Feb. 4 ~ Progressive Supper Sign Up 

starts.  Call Cathie Achorn. (508)380-8671 or 
email to camachorn@aol.com 

*Saturday, Mar 10 ~ Progressive Supper. 
 
 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders 
for poinsettias to be displayed in the 
Sanctuary.  Please fill out the order 

form at the back of this Evangel.  The form will 
also be available in the bulletin each Sunday. 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Marge Butcher 
12A Beach St., Apt. 29 
Westboro, MA  01581 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

To: The Congregational Church of Westborough, 
 

     On behalf of the Pastoral Counseling Centers of 
MA and the many folk it benefits, we give heartfelt 
thanks for your donation of $700.00 this month. 
 

Sincerely, Mary Taber, Executive Director 
 

GROCERY CARD SALES 

                                     
 
 

2017 Goal:  $8,000    YTD Sales:  $ 6,524.25 
 

We need all of our regular supporters as well as 
lots of new ones buying cards. So eat healthy, 
shop locally, and always have a grocery card in 
your pocket. Thanks. Stop by our table after 
worship on Sundays for more information or 
contact one of us and we will deliver them to 
you.  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 
774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or 
Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 
366.5169 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.peacedalechurch.org/?attachment_id%3D1185&ei=GJZ8VNerB4WhNub7g3g&psig=AFQjCNHl-3f5xb6faf8Rwb9thVsN0JefqA&ust=1417537432232823
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PCC of MA 
 

The Pastoral Counseling Centers of MA, with a 
main office at 7 Church Street, Westborough 
have a long history of providing counseling to all 
persons seeking healing, wholeness and 
renewal.  We work with individuals, couples and 
families offering a holistic approach that focuses 
on all aspects of a person's life.  We also offer 
several support groups including care-giving, 
divorce and mid-life groups.  To inquire further, 
please call Mary Taber at #508-366-4000. 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
phsangree@gmail.com 

 

Rev Elaine S. Gaetani,  
Pastor of Spiritual Development 

revelaineg@aol.com 
 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s 
and Youth Ministry 

wendysreardon@yahoo.com  
 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music 
Claytonlh1@gmail.com 

 
Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate 

lhartley@ants.edu 
 

Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email 
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for 

poinsettias. We are doing things different this 

year and will be delivering the flowers to the 
octogenarians and shut-ins the week before 
Christmas. Send your order and check (made 
out to "The Congregational Church of 
Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office BY WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 13TH 
 

#________ of plants at $13 each.      

$___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory 
of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
FROM: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:phsangree@gmail.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Introduction: 
The goal of the Treasurer’s Report is to provide the congregation a way to stay current regarding the budget status of the 
Church. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  
Bob Petersen, Treasurer 
 

 2017 Budget YTD Budget  
as of 

10/31/17 

YTD Actual   
as of 

10/31/17 

YTD Last Year 

Missions 

Total income $34,700 $28,917 $34,772 $31,451 

Total Expenditures $34,879 $29,013 $24,158 $24,391 

Over/Under -$179 -$96 $10,614 $7,059 

Comments/Concerns:  
- No concerns at this time 

Church Operations 

Total income $381,963 $306,190 $292,992 $277,389 

Total Expenditures $381,963 $316,981 $307,796 $294,497 

Over/Under 0 -$10,791 - $14,804 -$17,108 

Comments/Concerns:  
- October contributions higher than expected (based on 4 year average). As a result, budget 

forecast is revised to $15,000 to $18,000 deficit (previously $20,000 to $23,000 deficit). 
- Deficit results from budget for pledged income being $20,000 greater than actual pledges for 

2017. 
- Deficit will be covered through withdrawal from Church Savings Account (CSA).  
- Total withdrawals for 2017 from the CSA are expected to exceed $65,000 (previously $70,000) 

due to standard budget withdrawals ($17,000), budget deficit ($18,000) and work/tenant 
change at 7 Church St ($20,000 to fix bay window, $5,000 for lead paint abatement and $5000 
for lost rent). 

 
Points of Interest/Information: 

- Balance in Church Savings Account (CSA) as of 10/31/17 was $442,892.   
- Change in CSA balance is due to standard budget withdrawal ($17,000) taking place in October. 
- Bay window repair on 7 Church St is complete at a cost of $19,280. That expense will be withdrawn from CSA in 

November.  
- The preliminary budget forecast for 2018 continues to show an expected deficit of $26,000. Church leadership is 

evaluating approaches/ideas to address this deficit. 
- Through your generosity, the projected 2017 deficit has been reduced by $5,000 which is great news. I am cautiously 

optimistic that the projected deficit can be reduced further during this holiday season. Please continue to assist in 
addressing the budget concern through both cautious spending practices and meeting or exceeding your pledged 
giving. 

 
Respectfully, 
Bob Petersen, Treasurer 
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