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ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Ash Wednesday Service 
February 22, 2023 

 

WELCOME   
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP -   Based on Joel 2:12-14 
One: Behold, now is the acceptable time. Today is the day of God’s salvation. 
Many: We tremble in fear and anticipation at the nearness of a God so great and 

powerful. 
One: Return with all your heart, with weeping, fasting and mourning. 
Many: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
One: Be reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ, and receive a new and right spirit 

within us. 
Many: With prayer and fasting we will prepare ourselves for faithful discipleship. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #195 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 
 

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Christine Sline 
 Jesus come and save us. We are like dust, we are like ashes, but You can touch our unclean 

souls. Jesus come and forgive us.  Our hearts are heavy, our burdens are great. Cleanse us 
with the water of life. Jesus come and heal us. Restore our sight. Teach us truth. Speak to us 
words that bring us wholeness. Jesus, touch us with Your heart of love. Cleanse us with the 
water of life. Restore our sight that we may see. Teach us truth that we may lead Godly 
lives. Pray with us now in the words You taught us… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts)   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
God, this is a hard time. The focus of Lent is on the pain and suffering of Jesus and our own 
need for penitence. It is a time of gathering darkness. But we would rather skip this part and 
go straight to Easter. We would rather ignore the suffering- in You and in the world- and avoid 
the hard work of true self-examination. Forgive us for wanting this to be bright and painless 
and easy when we know that Jesus did not take the easy way but chose the path of the cross. 
Teach us the true meaning of penitence, so that we use this Lenten season to humbly seek a 
clean heart and a renewed spirit. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE    
 

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 58:1-12  Matthew 6:1-6 (pew Bible pgs. 600 & 787) 
 

SERMON “The Way Back” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

ANTHEM “Who Am I” Composed by Mark Hall
 performed by Joseph Stillitano  

 

Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth 
Would care to know my name, would care to feel my hurt? 

Who am I, that the Bright and Morning Star 
Would choose to light the way for my ever wand'ring heart? 

 

Not because of who I am, but because of what You've done. 
Not because of what I've done, but because of who You are. 

 

I am a flower quickly fading, here today and gone tomorrow; 
A wave tossed in the ocean, a vapor in the wind. 

Still You hear me when I'm calling. 
Lord, You catch me when I'm falling. 

And You've told me who I am: I am Yours. 
 

Who am I, that the eyes that see my sin 
Would look on me with love and watch me rise again? 

Who am I, that the voice that calmed the sea 
Would call out through the rain and calm the storm in me? 

 

READING “A Time of Turning Round” by Jan Sutch Pickard 
 

PRAYER BEFORE RECEIVING ASHES (Unison)  Written by Thomas Shuman 
Our Ancestors in the faith 
Used ashes as a sign of repentance, 
A symbol of the uncertainty and fragility of human life. 
Like them,  
We have tasted the ashes of hopelessness; 
We have walked through the ashes 
Of our loss and pain; 
We have stood knee deep 
In the ashes of our brokenness. 
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God of our lives, 
Out of the dust of creation 
You have formed us and given us life.  
May these ashes not only be a sign 
Of our repentance and death, 
But reminders that by your gift of grace 
In Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 
We are granted life forever with you. Amen. 
 

ANOINTING WITH ASHES  

 

RECEIVING ASHES   
All who wish to receive please come forward down the right aisle and return to your seat via the 
left aisle.    
 

*HYMN (insert) "Sign Us with Ashes" PHOENIX 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(All are invited to partake by coming forward for intinction) 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH (inside hymnal cover) 
INVITATION 
PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
RECEPTION OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 
Lord Jesus, as we enter these 40 days of sacrifice and prayer and works of charity, we 
dedicate our lives to You again. We thank You for feeding us at this table and 
providing the strength we will need for our Lenten journey. We ask You to draw close 
to us as we strive to draw closer to You. Amen 
 

*HYMN #197 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” ST. CHRISTOPHER 
 

BENEDICTION   
 
Deacons for tonight’s service are Theresa DiMeo and Marketa Brzostowski. 
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A Time of Turning Round 

 

Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return; 
and truly yours we are, and to you we shall return. 
Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning again. 
 

Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you 

and to find you: in the discipline of praying 

and in the drudgery of caring – 

in whatever we deny ourselves, 
and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do. 
 

Help us to discover you 

in our loneliness and in community, 
in our emptiness and our fulfilment, 
in our sadness and our laughter. 
 

Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost. 
 

Help us to follow you on the journey to Jerusalem 

to the waving palms of the people’s hope, 
to their rejection, to the cross and empty tomb. 
Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old. 
Help us, carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom. Amen. 
 


