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The Evangel - April 2020  

                                                 
 

Words from Rev Sue: 
 

A month ago, we were going about our days aware of some news of a serious illness in China. Today as I write 

this, we are all sheltering at home unless we are in a job that is essential to our community. A month ago, we 

made plans for Easter and Graduations and Prom, for summer vacations and mission weekends. Today, we have 

postponed most large events in the coming months and wonder about our summer. A month ago, we took for 

granted our visits to family, our abilities to shop and eat out and worship freely. Today we must learn a new way 

to shop and eat and worship.  
 

I miss you seeing you all gathering in the sanctuary. I miss hearing your laughter and being able to come up and 

touch your shoulder to wish you well. I am sure you miss seeing one another and having important family touch. 

So this month’s issue is an attempt to bring stories and examples of hope, of kindness and of our members and 

friends doing what it means to be “church family” together -for one another and for the wider communities. I 

pray for you and light a candle to bring hope. Our hope is in God who will see us through this time. Holy week is 

filled with darkness, but it is made Holy because God is really close.  
 

May you know that closeness of God in your darkest hours and may God bring us all into the light of an real 

resurrection soon!    Sue

 

An Issue of     

This was generated by those who added their offerings on March 29th during the online worship 

service and Rachel Graham made a word cloud out of it! GREAT TO SEE! 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT 
 

 

ONLINE EVENING PRAYER -WEDNESDAYS 
Time: Apr - May, 2020 07:00 PM   

Join Zoom Meeting  (same sign in through May) 
https://zoom.us/j/173168788 

Meeting ID: 173 168 788 
OR call  +1 301 715 8592 US 

*************************************** 
 

VIRTUAL MEN’S BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 8:00AM 

 

Rustle up your favorite breakfast and fire up your 
computer, the monthly Men’s Breakfast is on for 
April.  Online, that is.  Join us on Zoom Saturday 
morning, April 11, at 8:00 from the comfort of your 
own kitchen.  Plenty of fun and fellowship will be 
on hand thanks to the web of fiber optic tubes 
connecting all of us to the World Wide Web and to 
each other.  Marvel at the wonders of the internet 
age while sharing a cup of coffee with the men of 
the church.  Digitally enjoy lively conversation and 
a brief program from Pete Graham without having 
to leave your favorite chair. 
 

Forget those social distancing blues and cruise the 
information superhighway to the online social 
event of the month.  Keep your eyes out for an 
email containing the invitation and link to the 
zoom gathering over the next couple of day. 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES: 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY ONLINE SERVICE 

When: Apr 9, 2020 07:00 PM  
Topic: Online Tennebrae Service of Light 

Join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/916590314 

Webinar ID: 916 590 314   
Or Telephone: +1 301 715 8592 

 
 

VIRTUAL PASSION MEDITATION  

GOOD FRIDAY ~ APRIL 10, 2020 
Join us VIRTUALLY for an intergenerational 

Good Friday Meditation. 
 

We will share the Passion Story through 
scripture, art & music.  Let’s conclude our 
Lenten journey together led by our Faith 

Exploration- Confirmation, Youth Group, and 
Adult Mentors & Sponsors.   We will send you a 

link and you can view on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/TheCongregational

ChurchOfWestborough 
 

The meditation will be sent out in email (If you 
are on our ENEWS mailing list) and mailed to 
those who do not get our Evangel by email. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY - ONE ONLINE SERVICE 
 

Wear Your Easter Bonnets and show off the 
Eggs you colored from Palm Sunday's Bulletin. 

 

 
 

When: Apr 12, 2020 Easter Sunday 10:00 AM  
    Apr 12, 2020 10:00 AM -SAME LOG IN 

Join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/892036713 

Webinar ID: 892 036 713   
Or Telephone:  US:  1 301 715 8592 

 

SAVE THIS SIGN IN INFO FOR EACH SUNDAY 
SERVICE FROM APRIL 12- MAY 

 
 

OPPORTUNITES TO CONNECT TOGETHER 
 

We are trying all sorts of ways to connect 
with you.  Our Called to Care is calling you.  
Our Deacons are emailing you.  Our staff is 
sending you cards and emails and instant 
messages to be sure you feel our care for 
you. 
 

If you are not someone who receives email, 
let us know.  If you are someone who does 
not have a computer or IPAD to connect for 
our online services, let us know.  We will do 
our best to find a way to connect.    Contact 
us at westboroucc@verizon.net 
 

https://zoom.us/j/173168788
https://zoom.us/j/916590314
https://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchOfWestborough
https://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchOfWestborough
https://zoom.us/j/892036713
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiOg5HwyMroAhVvlnIEHRwkDaQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://getdrawings.com/free-easter-egg-clipart&psig=AOvVaw25B5ORx7vUWBlkm6EFeg_u&ust=1585945325886623
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
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A BUNCH OF THANKS! 
 
Kindness Collation of Ma- with a sub group 
Coronavirus Quarantine-Who Needs Assistance. 
Contact Diane Lindberg at walkfit@townisp.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

To our volunteers who have been working to help 
bring IPADS to our elders. If you have an IPAD you 
can share, contact Rev. Sue and she will alert our 
helpers who can set up and deliver these loaned 
or gifted IPADS so our elders can join us for 
worship.  
 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES 
 

Thank you, thank you!! 
 

The Board of Trustees sends a heartfelt "thank 
you" to all the church members and friends who 
have been sending in pledges and donations 
during this unprecedented health crisis.  Your 
support allows us to continue to support our staff 
and the online programs and telephone 
communications that help to keep us connected.  
May our faith continue to light our path forward. 
 

Brenda Lord, Chair 
 

(Submitted by Dave Smith) 

 
 

 

The Deacons 
We all are making many, not so pleasant, 
adjustments in our lives during this time of self-
quarantining. However, already we are seeing 
many positive ways that people are dealing with 
these adjustments. Through our hope in our 
Almighty God, we are able to find new ways of 
finding Hope and practicing our Faith. Rev. Sue is 
so creative and is keeping our spirits up through 
the beautiful zoom worship services on Sunday 
mornings and the Wednesday prayer services. 
How wonderful it is to be able to see so many 
members and friends with this technology! 
And God has opened our eyes and ears to the 
needs of others – 
 

Thank you to those who have created a way to 
support the Food Pantry and the church by giving 
us an easy way to purchase grocery cards through 
the church and then delivering them to the Food 
Pantry for their clients to use. 
 

Thank you to Steve and Diane for alerting us to 
the need by our local medical professionals for 
face masks. And for letting us know about the 
resources available to us to help meet this need. 
What a great response during Sunday’s service to 
assist with this need! 
 

mailto:walkfit@townisp.com
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Thank you to all who are reaching out to our 
homebound and other members and friends with 
cards, emails and phone calls.  
 

Thank you to those of you who have volunteered 
to provide iPads so that more people can enjoy 
the “zoom” services. 
 

These are just a few of the examples of kindness 
and hope within our own church family. 
The town of Westborough is celebrating 
“Kindness Week” by suggesting ideas each day 
for all ages to spread kindness. 
 
 

Here is an Emily Dickinson poem that speaks to 
HOPE. 

“Hope is the Thing with Feathers”. 
 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 

 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 
And sore must be the storm - 

That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm - 

 

I’ve heard it in the chilliest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me. 

 

 

Photo taken at Veterans Freedom Park  

The Grocery Card Team   
The Grocery Team has collected over $800 in 
donations of grocery cards for the Food Pantry 
over this past week.  Also, on the last Tuesday of 
the month dinner and dessert were delivered to 
the residents at Dismas House (drop off only!)...a 
small way of showing our continued support of 
these men!  Although socially distancing from 
each other and adjusting to on-line 
“everything”, our Church continues to reach out 
to others and demonstrate our HUGE Mission 
heart! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:11 | NIV   
 

https://dailyverses.net/jeremiah/29/11
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv
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New Calves at Nourse Farm!!   Life continues 

 

 

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. 

Proverbs 13:12 | NIV  
  

 

 
 

Flowers come forth like Easter Trumpets 

PASTORAL SEARCH UPDATE 
 

In an effort to keep the Congregation up-to-date 
about the Progress of the Pastoral Search 
Committee, we are trying multiple modes of 
communication to reach our members and 
friends. As a congregation we are a diversely 
located population!  We have made 
announcements at Sunday Services, have spoken 
at all-church meetings (budget meetings and 
others), updated the Cabinet monthly, set up a 
tables at Coffee Hour, used the Sunday Bulletin, 
spoken from the pulpit, and now the Evangel and 
eNews Updates.  Here’s our update: 
 

In early March, your Search Committee finished up 
our 40 page Local Church Profile and sent it to the 
UCC Conference where it was reviewed and 
published to interested ministers via conference 
staff and the UCC Website.   
 

While we were doing our work, of course, the 
Coronavirus was ramping up its attack on the 
United States and the world.  This virus affects 
how we do our work.  It looks like ZOOM has 
become our friend!  Both for our committee and 
for our candidate ministers. 
 

Our team took a short break, and consulted with 
our Associate Conference Minister about our next 
steps.  As noted above, our job opening is now live 
on the UCC website and is being viewed by 
prospective candidates.  We expect that 
candidate ministers’ profiles will begin to come to 
us via the Conference.  Our team, in the meantime 
begins preparing for interviews by creating the set 
of questions we plan to ask each candidate, 
organizing for the interview and due diligence 
process, holding a mock interview to practice 
interview skills, and reading profiles.  We will be 
busy!  It’s the time when our local church Profile 
begins to give us results.  We have felt your care 
and best wishes.  Thank you for your prayers on 
our behalf. 
 

This next phase is, of course, a time of 
confidentiality but we want to continue to 
communicate our progress to you.    Please let us 
know your suggestions as to how best to 
communicate with you.   
 

https://dailyverses.net/proverbs/13/12
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv
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GRATEFUL FOR OUR 

         COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS ~ 
 

The curbside pickup at the library was such a great 
service provided for the town and I was fortunate 
enough to be a part of it while it lasted.  Although 
our building is closed, the library continues to 
creatively be a source of assistance, support and 
enjoyment on social media. The engagement of 
our community on the WPL Facebook page and 
Instagram is very high; as the library continues to 
be great resource and also provide entertainment 
(such as live game shows and story-times!) to our 
patrons....I’m proud to work with such an amazing 
group of people. 
 
Also, a shout out to all the Westborough School 
teachers and staff who took part in parades 
around town this past week!  What a caring, fun 
gesture for the students! 

 
 

 

~ AND OLD FRIENDS 
 

Greetings from NH  
 

The Sharkeys are doing well.  Living off the beaten 
path in the woods of NH and in retirement, we are 
generally already in lockdown in the winter and 
early spring months.  We have more four-legged 
residents here including deer, turkeys, bear and 
bobcats than people in these off-seasons.  Our 
kids (young adults) are doing well also.  Max and 
his girlfriend Megan will get married in September 
2021.  Since he works at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Worcester, as a social worker, he is still on a 
regular schedule.  Jake is in Denver and works as a 
safety manager for a company in Golden CO that 
provides products to essential industries.  Dani is a 
bartender but not working at this time.  Replay, 
our four-legged son is doing great at 11 years old 
and loving all the smells the woods have to offer.  
Lin and I had planned to return in St. Lucia in early 
May but just found out the resort has been closed 
into mid-May so we go to Plan B. 
 

This pandemic has reinforced how blessed we are 
to be healthy and living the life we planned. 
 

All the best 
Linda and Art 
 

 
 

 

 

          One day  
      we will sit 
again together 
in worship! 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiT9eCdxdLoAhXihXIEHaqqBYMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/grateful.html&psig=AOvVaw24BvW9cyepo9UN7MwM6m3E&ust=1586219225660847
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MORE ACTS OF KINDNESS!! 

 

Jim Coffey has been working with St. 

Luke’s Outreach program and has formed 

a team of shoppers for people who are 

shut in or at high risk.  Much like our 

church they are calling all the seniors to 

check on their health and also mental 

health and see if there are any needs.  

Hard to find items (especially toilet paper 

and other paper products) are kept at 

the Coffey’s house and given out as 

requests come in.  Also Jim and Lisa’s 

daughter Emily and some of her friends 

are making phone calls a couple times a 

week to check in with the elderly buddies 

they have been paired with.  This is a 

great way to get your teenagers involved 

and it really makes a difference to those 

that are alone. 
 

             
 

 

 

Let’s Bring Workcamp To Westborough 

In 2021 
 

Hi Everyone! Many of you have reached out asking 
for an update on our Team’s progress towards 
hosting a Group Missions Workcamp here in July 
of 2021. Thank you for your continued support. We 
did not get the news we were hoping for from the 
Westborough Public Schools. They are not able to 
partner with us at this time and do not have space 
available to house our campers in July of 2021 or 
anytime soon. While we were disappointed, we 
were not defeated. The journey to host a 
Workcamp is a marathon, not a sprint, and at the 

outset we were warned that there would be 
MANY hurdles and roadblocks along the way. Our 
next step was to reach out to as many different 
schools as possible. We made a list of other public 
school systems, private schools, even colleges and 
universities in the area and began to compile 
contact information for key individuals to connect 
with. And then...CoronaVirus arrived. There isn’t a 
school anywhere that has time to focus on 
anything other than providing remote learning for 
students and keeping them safe. 
 

There certainly isn’t a school anywhere interested 
right now in even the thought of hosting 300+ 
campers from all over the country. So for now, we 
are on hold. May 1st was the original deadline to 
confirm our partnership with Group Missions and 
to begin advertising our Camp for 2021. As you can 
imagine, their focus right now is on managing 
2020 trips. The last email from Group has our trip 
to Waverly, NY scheduled to take place as planned 
June 27th-July 4th, but it is hard to imagine it will 
actually happen. If the camps planned from this 
summer can’t be held, I don’t know if they will be 
postponed until 2021 or what that would mean for 
our plans. It’s simply too early to tell. What I DO 
know is that I can’t help but see God at work. 
Workcamps may never be the same as much of 
our world will never be the same. There will be 
devastating losses and many disappointments, 
but there will also be great changes in perspective 
and positive growth. There will be different needs 
emerging in different areas and different people 
coming forward to offer their gifts. I hope you will 
continue along this journey with us and I hope you 
will join me in praying that His light will ultimately 
shine brightly on the path He has imagined for us 
so that we may serve together along wherever 
that path may lead. Be safe, be connected, be 
well. Kathy Reynolds (kreynolds118@comcast.net 
or 774-262-4326) 
 
 

 

Dismas House - NEW DAY! On the 4th Tuesday of 
the month our church volunteers to make and eat 
dinner with the residents at Dismas house, a home 
for ex-prisoners. They are so appreciative and 
friendly when we visit. The next opportunity is 
3/24.  There is a sign up Genius for each night so 
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please consider volunteering. This Mission is 
coordinated by Karen Hutchinson.  Please contact 
Karen for more information millarhutch@aol.com 
 
 

Food Pantry – (Update from Polly Thayer) 
In our ongoing effort to keep you all informed, 
here's our latest plans, remembering this is an 
ever-evolving world we are living in! 
 

We have decided to keep the Food Pantry doors 
closed until at least May 5, coinciding with the 
reopening of public schools across the state.   

* The community has been overwhelmingly 
generous to the Food Pantry - we have received 
about $12,000 in monetary donations and several 
thousand dollars’ worth of grocery gift cards to 
date. 
We are still in need of grocery card donations and 
monetary donations.  Donations may be dropped 
off in the black box in front of the Town Hall, 
there's a Food Pantry lock box at the Fire Station, 
and US Mail is always good - Westborough Food 
Pantry, PO Box 502, Westborough, MA 01581. 
Please pass this information along to others. 
 

We hope that you are well and stay healthy.  You 
are the best group of volunteers! 
 
IHN - Just wanted to update you on our week at 
IHN and where they are at during this crisis. We 
were fortunate enough to have all shifts covered. 
Only a couple people had to cancel due to their 
own illness or concerns over contracting COVID-19 
due to their own health. I was able to get 
coverage for those shifts and someone has been 
there for every shift. Thank you to all those who 
volunteered and donated grocery cards. All is 
greatly appreciated!  I have included a letter from 
Joanne Alley, the interim director of IHN. I did not 
include the attachments she speaks of but it 
includes precautions such as cleaning 3X/day 
especially door handles, staying in your room if 
you have a cough, fever or are just feeling unwell. 
If you are interested in the attachments please 
contact me personally at meganhuber@aol.com 
and I will forward them to you.  
 

Thank you! Megan Huber 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Hi All, 

As we navigate these uncertain times I want to update 
you on what's happening at IHN, what our needs are 
and to let you to know what policies have put into place 
for our families and everyone entering IHN.  Attached 
is FH's plan for their shelters (of which we are one) re: 
COVID-19 and the procedures put in place at IHN in 
response to the virus. Please read them and feel free to 
share them with all of your volunteers. They are also 
posted at the house. 
To update you on staff: Most of you know Bruce and 
the many serious health issues he is dealing with. He 
has made the wise decision to not come back to work 
until the pandemic has passed and it is safe for him to do 
so.  We are working on a plan to keep the house covered 
and we're asking anyone willing to help cover any time 
on Saturdays (our most pressing need) or to be on call 
as needed for evenings and overnights to please contact 
me so you can be added to our list.   
 

We are also asking for help with supplies.  Our most 
pressing need is for disinfectant spray and disinfectant 
wipes, as well as bleach and cleaning products that 
disinfect, hand soap, paper towels and baby wipes.   
Other items needed, but not as urgently: toilet paper, 
tissues, laundry detergent, gloves and masks.  (It's 
doubtful that masks are available, but we left them on 
the list because they are a need.)  My hope is that we 
may be able to get a can of disinfectant from someone, a 
tub of disinfectant wipes or some soap from someone 
else.  If everyone can donate one of these items it would 
be a huge help in keeping the house as healthy as 
possible and getting us through this difficult time.  
With the children out of school, we are also asking for 
donations of juice and water, and help restocking 
our cabinets with foods such as pasta, sauce, rice, mac & 
cheese, canned goods.  
More information will follow as things come in, change 
or if any policies need to be added or adjusted.  
Please let me know if anyone is willing to help in any 
way at all or able to donate any supplies.  Thank you for 
this and for all you do for IHN!  ~Joanne 
Joanne H. Alley 
IHN of Greater Worcester 
91 June St. 
Worcester, MA 01608 
ihnworcester.org 

 

  

 
 
 

And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. 
                           1 Corinthians 13:13 | NIV 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
https://dailyverses.net/1-corinthians/13/13
https://dailyverses.net/bible-translations/niv
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Our Children & Youth Programs continue through 
this challenging time.  We are continuing classes, 
“In the Time of Jesus” cooking classes on 
Facebook and Instagram, Bible Story & Lesson via 
Facebook and Zoom, Group Faith Formation, Faith 
Exploration-Confirmation classes via Zoom, and 
Youth Group & Mission Trip meetings via zoom.  
Families are also receiving weekly at home lesson 
plans and project ideas to spend time as a family 
learning and growing in faith together.  
 
FAITH FORMATION    
Care Packages were delivered this week! 
We just wanted to remind you all of how MUCH 
you are missed & loved!!!! 
 

I hope that the CARE PACKAGE will give you 
something to do and helps you to remember how 
LOVED YOU ARE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL PROJECTS ARE DESIGNED TO BE DONE AS A 
“MEDITATIVE PRACTICE”- a time to spend with 
God! 
 

 “God Cares For Us” Turtle Project  

 “Conscious Ink ~ Manifestation Tattoo”  

 “SEEDS” 
Now is a great time to use recycled items for 
planters!  Soup cans, cartons, egg cartons… 
You can start your seeds indoors and then move 
them outside into patio planters or build some 
raised beds and create a vegetable garden.  That 
would be AWESOME!  No packaging, 100% organic 
and 0 waste!  

 “MANDALAS” 
Find a corner and start coloring!  When you’re 
finished with your mandala print out, head outside 
w/your sidewalk chalk and design your own!  Need 
inspiration? Youtube: Tibetan Monks sand 
mandala  

 

MISSION TRIP 2020 ~ COSTA RICA UPDATE 
 

   As of this week the trip is still on. 
However like everything else in life at this time, 
only time will tell! We are in constant contact with 
all of our coordinators and will keep the 
congregation up to date with what’s happening.  
Do to the abrupt cancellations of all of our spring 
events, we have not met out total fundraising 
goal.  If you would like to make a donation to 
support our scholarship students you can visit our 
GoFundMe page 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-
sea-turtle-
conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_mediu
m=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet OR mail a check to the church memo 
Mission Trip 2020 - Costa Rica.   
As always, we appreciate the generous support of 
our congregation and friends! 
 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
 

This year’s Hands Across the Sea Scholastic book 
fair will be a virtual one.  Just in time for some 
NEW BOOKS for homeschooled children 
throughout the US and world…including the 
Eastern Caribbean!  ONLINE FAIR RUNS 4/20-26. 
We will be sending out a link via enews, Facebook 
and Faith Formation email. 

 
 
 

3RD ANNUAL ALL CHURCH 

RETREAT IS POSTPONED 

Due to current circumstance, we will be 

postponing our annual retreat until next fall.  

It will be great weather to enjoy Whaling City 

and the waterfront service project that we 

have planned!  More information will be 

shared over the summer. 

 

 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-sea-turtle-conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-sea-turtle-conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-sea-turtle-conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-sea-turtle-conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mission-trip-2020-sea-turtle-conservation?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
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As our Challenge comes to an end… 
Our hope is that after 40 Days & 40 Nights - a long enough time to 
have a lasting impact personally - as guided by our faith, we will feel 
compelled to continue on this journey and to share these easy 
lifestyle changes with others.  Creating…The Ripple Effect!  Smalls 
steps, major impact.  We have learned so much together over the 
weeks.  To help you keep up with your lifestyle changes and 
encourage you to learn and do more, here are some startling STATS 
to remember moving forward: 
- Over 8.3 billion tons of plastic has been made since its mass 
production began in the 1950s.  

- Only 9% of this plastic has been recycled, the other 91% sits in landfills or floats in our oceans. 
- An estimated 8 million tons of plastic enters the ocean every year. 
- Over 1 million plastic bottles are purchased every minute around the world. 
- For the recommended amount of eight glasses of water a day, bottled water costs: $1,800 a 

year/person! 
- Nearly two million plastic bags are produced every minute! 
- On average, plastic bags are used for a few minutes then thrown ‘away’. 
- Each day, more than 500 million plastic straws are used and discarded in the United States alone! 
- A 2017 study found that up to 8.3 billion plastic straws pollute the world’s coastlines today. 
-   Around 500 billion disposable coffee cups are produced each year. Paper and cardboard coffee 
cups have a thin plastic lining to prevent liquids leaking, making them difficult to recycle.  
  

Yes, these STATS are startling BUT we now know they are not insurmountable. Each one of us has 
the power to change how we live, work and play.  Each one of us has the power to share what we 
have learned.  How we live matters. Let’s live for God’s Glory, let’s care for creation.  Each one of us 
must believe: “Let it begin with me.” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

              RESOURCES AVAILABLE  
 

The UCC Website is an excellent source for information – www.ucc.org 
 

 
 

Harvard Business Review:  An article by Scott Berinato called “That Discomfort You’re Feeling is Grief” is 
about some feelings we may be experiencing during this traumatic time.   https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-
discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief 
 
The Town of Westborough’s (or your hometown) website is a great place to keep up to date with the 
COVID-19 information and updates www.town.westborough.ma.us 
 
Check the Facebook pages of the library @westborolib and the recreation department @westboroREC.  
They are doing some on-line activities, like virtual bingo and other games. 
 
Westboro Youth & Family Services – You can check their website www.town.westborough.ma.us/Y&F 
Or follow them on Facebook @westboroughYouth&Family Services 
 

http://www.ucc.org/
https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief
https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief
http://www.town.westborough.ma.us/
http://www.town.westborough.ma.us/Y&F
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 
 

 

Bereavement: Maxine "Mickey" Swets, mother 
of Steve Swets, passed away after a fall last week in 
Juno Beach, FL and 3 days in hospice care. Mickey 
was also mother-in-law to Diana and grandmother 
to Michael and Caroline; Jennifer Hossack and family 
on the recent passing of her Dad, George; Marge 
Butcher and family upon the passing of her 
grandnephew CJ Harris 

 

New Prayers:  Betty Gray’s nephew Brendan and his 
family. 
 

Continued Prayers:  Megan Huber’s mother Fran 
Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg; Cathie 
Achorn’s friend Julie Noble and her preemie baby 
Kosmas Andrew Melitas; Nancy Reimann; Cathie 
Achorn’s mother Dee Mumby; Bob Brown; Gini & 
Tom Erwin; Wendy Reardon’s mother Sandy; Anna 
Gavel. 
 

Kindred Health Care: Bea Ladner 
 

Celebrations: Betty and Ted welcomed another 
great-great nephew on 3/20, Calvin Gray. 
 

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email 
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  To 
add or renew an ongoing concern, please call the 
church office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net 

CHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 

Many people have discontinued 
using “landline” phones and are 
now using only their cell phones.  
The church currently does not 
have everyone’s cell phone listed. 
If you have switched, please let 

us know so we can update the church records.  If 
you are still using your “landline” let us know that 
number as well.  Please respond to Bonnie at 
brossi6@verizon.net 
 
New Address:    
Betty Barclay 
223 East Bakerview Road 
Apt. 246 
Bellingham, WA  98226 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

To The Congregational Church, 
 

Thank you for your continued support and donation 
of $245.00 in Stop & Shop gift cards, and 194 
pounds of donated items. 
 

With Sincere Thanks,   
Donna Kittredge, Westborough Food Pantry 
 

(In a second note, they thanked our church for the 
$1025.00 in gift cards.) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear friends, 
Many know that I moved in February to my new 
home at Westborough Country Village. I want to 
thank all those who helped me with packing, taking 
bags to the dump and moving me in. I couldn't have 
done it without my church family! 
Kathy Todd 
 

 

 

PASTORAL COUNSELING CENTER OF MA 
 

The Pastoral Counseling Centers are helping clients 
deal with issues during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

We know that our services are important and many 
clients are interested in continuing to work with a 
therapist during this difficult time. While, like many 
office organizations, the Centers offices are 
officially closed at the moment, our therapists are 
working with clients to offer tele therapy by 
phone, Skype, and other means to offer support 
and provide sessions.  We encourage people who 
are not currently clients but would like to 
understand how they might be able to work with 
us to use the confidential phone number or email 
address listed on our website and we will be in 
touch with them as soon as possible.  
Mary Taber 
Executive Director 
 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/n1477936.htm
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:WESTBOROUCC@VERIZON.NET
mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
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“Once you choose Hope, anything is Possible.” 

 

Christopher Reeves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister 
revsuerem@gmail.com 

 
 

Peter Graham, Student Minister 
petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s 

and Youth Ministry 
wendysreardon@yahoo.com  

 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music 

Josephmstillitano@gmail.com 
 

Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 

 

General Church email 
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
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