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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 



1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 
 

         September 5, 2021 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Based on Psalm 139 and posted on re-worship.blogspot.com Liturgist  
 Liturgist: We’ve come to worship God, 

People: who loved us before we were yet born, 
 who knows us even better than we know ourselves, 
 whose presence never leaves us, and whose love for us never ceases. 
Liturgist: This is our God. 

 All: Let us worship together! 
 

*OPENING SONG # 227 “In the Garden” Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION ucc.org Liturgist 

Worker God, whose hands built the earth, molded our bodies, and sowed the stars 
across the sky, we gather in your presence this morning with praise and thanksgiving 
for your mighty deeds.  Meet us here, Worker God; strengthen our hearts and our 
hands to work with you in the building of a world filled with justice and peace. This 
we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER   Liturgist 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE James 2:1-10, 14-17  
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 981) 
 
REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “I Refuse” Composed by Josh Wilson 
 Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 

Communion Song “Blank Canvas” 
 Composed and Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham 
   

 Offertory Music “Warmth”  
  Composed and Recorded by Joseph Stillitano    
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Instrumental – Words are provided for your reflection.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)      from Shaping Sanctuary Liturgist 
 Accept our gifts, O God, because we need to give.  Use our gifts to the greatest 

good they can accomplish here in our midst and far beyond our individual reach.  
We present them in thanksgiving for all You have given us and in gratitude for the 
privilege of sharing in Your work.  Amen. 
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*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace”  Written by Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 Recorded by The CCW Virtual Music Group  
 

 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

James 2:1-10, 14-17  New Revised Standard Version 
 

2 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into 
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take 
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to 
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4 have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my 
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6 But 
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who 
drag you into court? 7 Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked 
over you? 

8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of it. 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead. 
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Prayers 

Bereavement: Kathy Leblanc and family upon the passing of her husband Gabe. 
New Prayers: Charlie Gage, undergoing tests at UMass. 
Continued Prayers: Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Bob Markert ; Bev Hall; Sue Menzel’s brother 
Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 
 

 
 

GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 
We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 

 
 

 
FARMER’S MARKET 

The farmer’s market, sponsored by The Rotary Club will be held on the front lawn of the church 

every Thursday, from 2pm – 6pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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Sep 5 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
 

Sep 6 Labor Day (closed) 
  

Sep 7 Tuesday  
  

Sep 8 Wednesday   
9:30 AM Called to Care/Zoom 
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
6:30-8:30 PM Cub Scouts/Vestry 
   

Sep 9 Thursday  
2PM-6PM Farmers’ Market 
 

Sep 10 Friday – no events 
 

Sep 11 Saturday – no events 
 

Sep 12 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
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