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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

September 4, 2022 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  
 INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP       Doug Wales 

 

One: We come here seeking God who is in our midst, yet sometimes seems so far away. 
Many: We come here longing for closeness with God; to touch, feel, see, hear God with us. 
One: We come here even though it seems so hard to truly know God. 
Many: We come here with open hearts and minds, ready to be close to God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #609 “Take My Life” HENDON

  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)                Doug Wales 
 Holy One, though at times you may seem so distant, we want to feel close to you. Be with us 
now. Teach us how to know you, how to be like you, how to be with you.  Give us faith to 
know that is possible to grow closer to you every day. Hear us as we pray in the words Jesus 
taught us saying… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Doug Wales 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  Doug Wales 
O God, who is always present with us, we confess that we fail to see you in our neighbor.  We 
confess that there are times we lack empathy.  There are times when we become short 
tempered and reactive.  As human beings, we know that we fall short of spreading your love 
to all.  Too often we don’t go the extra mile to help someone in need or to offer 
reconciliation to a broken relationship.  Inspire us to goodness and mercy. Amen 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURES Deut. 30:15-20   Luke 14: 25-33 (pew Bible pgs. 163 & 850) 
   
SERMON “How Close?” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

BELL QUARTET “I Am Thine, O Lord” Doane/Kimball 
 Max Keeler, Janet Rivard, Kathy Leblanc, Sue Mezel 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison) 
We thank you, O Lord, for inviting us to share with you at this heavenly table you prepared for 
all of your disciples on the night of your betrayal. As we leave this table, nourished by your 
sacrifice and remembering your courage and love, help us to live out your love in our words 
and actions to others. Help us to grow in faith in you and obedience to your word so that day 
by day we may enjoy a closer union with you. Amen 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

ANTHEM “For the Beauty of the Earth” Kocher/Groth 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
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 Invitation    
  

 Offertory   
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Doug Wales 
 Accept our offerings O Lord. May we ourselves be transformed in the giving even as our gifts 
transform other lives through our ministry of spreading your love. Amen 

 
BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING HYMN “Go Ye Now in Peace” by Joyce Elaine Eilers  
Go ye now in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 
beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there to 
grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know that the 
God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone in His 
beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 
 
*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
Doug Wales served as liturgist today. 
Linda Birch and Marketa Brzostowski are deacons of the day. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCRIPTURES: 
 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God[a] that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord 
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you 
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are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord 
your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob.” 
 
Luke 14:25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he 
has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war 
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 

Prayers 
 

New Prayers: Marge Butcher is asking for prayers for Amelia, age 8 who is having seizures. 
Continued Prayers: Steve Lindberg; Caroline Morgan (Tom & Donna’s granddaughter); Nancy 
Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta DiTerlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich 
Boucher); Daniel Oliver, grandson of Judith Oliver; The Lord family; Marge Butcher’s 
granddaughter, Meghan Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie 
Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FAITH FORMATION 

The Christian Ed team is looking for volunteers to lead the faith formation classes every other 
week.  Curriculum and training will be provided.  Please see Rev. Betsy if you are interested. 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
So far, we have collected cookies, crackers, granola bars and Hamburger Helper.  Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed.  Our basket and box were overflowing! For the next two weeks 
(weeks ending 9/7 and 9/14), we will be collecting peanut butter and jelly/jam.  With the start of 
the school year a peanut butter and jelly sandwich fills an empty stomach after a long morning 
of learning.  Donations can be left in the basket at the front of the church or the big, white box 
at the side entry.  Thank you for your support. The Mission Team 
 

 
            WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP YARD SALE – SAVE THE DATE!  
There will be a yard sale on Saturday, September 17th from 8am – 2pm, rain or 
shine.  Start saving up your donations.  Drop off donated items Sunday,  
September 11th (after worship). Proceeds to go to the Kitchen Renovation. Any 
Questions? Call Linda Borglund Linda Borglund (774) 245-1425 

 
 

GROCERY CARDS 
     Year to Date Profit:  $ 3,123.50                                                      Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 9am-1pm and Wednesdays 9am-Noon) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  
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SEPT 4TH - SEPT 11TH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

                     

             

Sep 4 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
 

Sep 5 Monday (office closed) 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 
Sep 6 Tuesday 
   

Sep 7 Wednesday  
3:30 PM Journey Home 

  
Sep 8 Thursday 
 

Sep 9 Friday  
 

Sep 10 Saturday 
8AM – 6PM Scouts recruiting/ front lawn 
 

Sep 11 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship  
11:15 AM Deacon’s Meeting 
1PM – 4PM Westboro Expo/High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


