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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s 

children, and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our 

doors for the community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and 

adults so that we can walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us!  We are 

an Open and Affirming Church! 

 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the 

service if needed. 

 Pre-K thru Grade 4: Will go to Summer Story Time after the 

Children’s Time!  Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with 

crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an 

elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the 

room downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 

 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that 

we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and 

raised.  We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods 

and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Sep 3, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition-skeptic, seeker, follower - we welcome you and pray that 

you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME! 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  We have come here to worship.  

People: To worship the living God. 

Leader: We are not here to escape the world.  

People: We are here to get a new perspective on the world; we are here to reconsider 

the world, to discover God’s view of it; we are here to think more deeply about 

God’s world and our part in it. 

Leader:  Let us consider ourselves in relation to God, to God’s world about us; then let us 

respond as Christ’s co-workers. 

People: Let us praise God for what we have discovered in God’s world, in our 

neighbor, in our workplaces and in ourselves and work for God’s Heavenly 

Realm.   

ALL: Praise God, our Creator, our gift giver, from whom all blessings flow.  Let us 

worship together in spirit and truth.  Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #100 “When Morning Gilds the Skies” QUEBEC 
 

(Children pre-school aged through the 4
th 

grade are invited to join “Summer Story Time” while 

students 5
th
 grade and up will remain with their parents in worship. Everyone else is invited to 

greet one another.) 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  

Let us come before God with honesty, humility and openness that we may be healed of all that 

would keep us closed off to God’s profound love & healing.  
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Surround us, O God, Be in us Holy One, Breathe into us freshness, self-love and life joy, 

that we may love You and others more fully.   Show us how to labor beside You, with You, 

for You, in all that we do, and offer it up to You in Joy.  We are weary of falling short and 

feeling incompetent.  Remove our insecurities and doubts that no longer serve You.   We 

want to feel useful in our community, intentional in our work and successful in contributing 



to life.  Remind us that You have blessed us with gifts and skills.  May we use them to 

herald in Your Reign and bring glory and honor to You.  Surround us, O God, breathe into 

us freshness, self- love and life- joy as we seek to work for You!  Amen. 
 

 *WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Take comfort, feel the peace that only God can offer when we come before God with open 

hearts and hands!  Thanks be to God for new beginnings and wonderful opportunities to 

strive for justice, peace, healing and joy here on earth as it is in heaven.  Let us pray 

together the prayer that Jesus himself taught us, saying: 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:   Today may we be ever mindful of offering our resources, our work, our leisure, 

our gifts to God that they may help to usher in a New Day, The morning offering will now be 

received. 
 

 In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  Please place the 

attendance sheets on top of the black books. Thanks! 
 

 Offertory 
 

*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Take our lives and let them be consecrated God to Thee.  We offer these gifts to the building 

of Your Heavenly Realm here on earth. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.    

 

A LITANY OF LABOR (see bulletin insert) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 7:24-37 (pew Bible page 819) 
 



COMMUNION MEDITATION Be Opened! Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*HYMN #422 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” LINSTEAD 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Communion in our church will be served with gluten free bread. 

We will serve communion by intinction today. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

God of new life and new starts, with joy we have received this sacrament of bread and cup, 

giving You thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and our hope.  Unite Your church throughout 

the world in continuing Christ’s ministry of love, healing and servanthood, that Your name 

may be praised in all the earth.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN #609 “Take My Life” HENDON 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

       BLESSING:  May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

       RESPONSE:  GO NOW IN PEACE. 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 
 

*BENEDICTION (Responsive) 

Leader:  We are commissioned as carriers of love!  The attention we give to others is 

contagious.  

People: We seek to honor all people by listening to them and by providing practical 

help to those in need.   

Leader: You send us forth to do good and to be merciful.  Our trust is in You, who equips us 

to serve. 

People: We lift up our inner work and our outer labors to You and ask for Your 

Blessings 

Leader:  Be strong, fear not, for God will save!  Those who trust God will realize God’s 

blessing.   

ALL: God has blessed us with a good name.  We are heirs of God’s Realm forever.  

Amen. Amen. 

 



*POSTLUDE 
 

♪Thank you to Judy Ellis for filling in for Clayton today.. 

Elena Moskal greeted you this morning and serves as liturgist. 

Elaine Moore and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day.   

Audrey Lord will be assisting with Communion. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR SEP 3, 2017 
 

New Prayers: Nick & Sue Perron’s 4 month old granddaughter Annika who had heart surgery; Michael 

Newton as he is deployed to Iraq for a year; Bonnie Rossi’s sister-in-law Stephanie; Tom Morgan’s niece, 

Rachel and her husband Kyle who is a Navy pilot and his unit as they are officially on their way to Texas to 

help with supplies, transporting water rescue people; Those who are in such an unprecedented and difficult 

situation in Houston and surrounding areas. 
 

Continued Prayers: Isabella Kyamazima; John McHoul from our mission partners in Haiti recovering from 

heart surgery; Taylor Ann Caroll (Carolyn Bent’s niece); Sue Menzel’s great-nephew, Matthew’s, long 

recovery; Ted Jaworski’s mother; Cathie Achorn’s sister Linda Palatka; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s 

mother). 
 

Celebrations: Congratulations to Mike and Miranda Newton and big sister Jaelyn, on the birth of their son, 

Hunter Matthew on July 28
th

.   
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME THIS WEEK! 

Regular office hours will resume after Labor Day, on Tuesday, Sept. 5
th

.  Monday & Friday 9am-1pm, 

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am-2pm.  We hope everyone enjoyed their summer! 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 
 

 

OUR CHURCH’S PARADE FLOAT 

Our church will be having a float in the 300
th

 Anniversary parade on Sept. 10
th

.  The theme of our float is, 

“ITS A MISSION”.  We will need volunteers to walk and maybe ride the float and Joy Spring will be 

performing.  We will be having a poster making and banner making meeting on Sept 6th at 7:00 pm at the 

church. We need all mission trip and workcampers as well as any other church members to come help make 

the posters and the banners.  Any questions, please call Linda Borglund at 774-245-1425. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPT. 24
TH

! 

He kids! We have another exciting year planned! Come join us on Sunday, Sept. 17
th

 to hear the exciting 

story of our St. Vincent Mission Trip, and then be here on Sept. 24
th

 to kick off the year together. 
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300
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF WESTBORO -  SUNDAY SEPT 10
TH

  

Come to church at 10 AM, and then stay on the front lawn to watch the parade!  (Watch for our float!)  

Help us pass out water too! All traffic will be closed on the streets around the church from 11:30 to 3:00, so 

we will encourage everyone to leave shortly after the service if you are not staying for the parade.   
 

YOUTH GROUP 

The first Youth Group meeting of the new school year for grades 6-12
th

 will be Sunday, Sept. 17
th

 from 12-

3PM here at the church. We hope to see you there!                          
 

                       WELCOME HERE PICNIC SEPT 24
TH

 

Please join us right after Church on the side lawn for our annual “Welcome Here Picnic”. 

Please bring desserts, veggies, salads.  Meat & beverages will be provided. There will be 

activities for children and adults of all ages. If you would like to help out with the 

activities/games, set up or food prep please call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 or camachorn@aol.com. 
 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Sept 7
th

.   Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY BEGINS ON SEPT 24
TH

! 

Join us for a Bible Study that looks at the sermon scripture of the day from 9-9:30 AM in the chapel downstairs.  

We always have a great conversation! 
 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 

on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 
 

GROCERY CARDS  
 

        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000                         2017    YTD Sales:  $     4,647.25 
 

Last week’s profits were $155.75.   Grocery cards will be on sale in the vestry after worship service. Bring 
your checkbook to Church so you can eat heathy, shop locally with your Grocery Card.  Stop by our table 
after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will deliver them to you.  
Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 
 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA 

Pastor Paul is available every Thursday morning to go to Panera! Just email him and let him know what 

time is good for you! 
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  LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

 
 

 CALENDAR FOR SEPT 3rd – SEPT 10th   
 
Sep 3  Communion Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship/Summer Story Time 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 
   

Sep 4  Labor Day – Office Closed 

7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 

 

Sep 5  Tuesday  
9:45 AM Whitney Place Service 

10:30 AM Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 

 

Sep 6 Wednesday  

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir 

Room 
 

Sep 7  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 

Noon – 6PM  Farmer’s Market 

2:30 PM  PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 

 
 

Sep 8 Friday 

4:30-6:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

6 - 7:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

 

 

 

 

Sep 9  Saturday  
10–11:30AM  GSA/Vestry 

 

Sep 10  Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship Summer Story Time 

11:30 AM Streets Closed 

1:00 PM 300
th

 Anniversary Parade 

2:30 PM GSA/Vestry  
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