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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

         September 26, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   from the Iona Abbey Worship Book Steve Achorn  Dana Crawford  
   Based on an excerpt from Meditations with Julian of Norwich (1343-c.1416) 
  

 Leader: I saw that God was everything that is good and encouraging.  
People: God is our clothing that wraps, clasps and encloses us so as never to leave 

us. 
Leader: God showed me in my palm a little thing round as a ball about the size of a 

hazelnut.  
People: I looked at it with the eye of my understanding and asked myself: “What 

is this thing?”  And I was answered: “It is everything that is created.” 
Leader: I wondered how it could survive since it seemed so little it could suddenly 

disintegrate into nothing.  
People: The answer came: “It endures and ever will endure, because God loves 

it.” 
ALL: And so everything has being because of God’s love. 
 

*OPENING SONG #22 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  from the UCC Book of Worship Steve Achorn 
Eternal God, companion of all who seek You, and seeker of all who turn away from 
You, draw near to us that we may draw near to You, and grant us the grace to love 
and to serve You that we may find in Your will our true freedom; through Christ 
Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life, who taught us to pray, saying… 



3 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Steve Achorn 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

 YOUTH MOMENT 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 104 (Selected Verses)  Steve Achorn 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 483) 
 

REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Only Jesus” Composed by Amy Tate Williams 
 Chancel Choir 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham   

 Offertory     

                               “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”    
  

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)    Steve Achorn 
Giver of all good things, let Your grace flow through us; a generous stream, 
unstoppable, refreshing, abundant.  We release these gifts into Your river of love, 
flowing out to all the world. Amen. 
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BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Here I Am to Worship” Composed by Tim Hughes 
 JoySpring Songbook #10  
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 

 Steve Achorn served as liturgist. 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Psalm 104 (Selected Verses)  New Revised Standard Version 
 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
    O Lord my God, you are very great. 
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
2     wrapped in light as with a garment. 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
3     you set the beams of your[a]chambers on the waters, 
you make the clouds your[b] chariot, 
    you ride on the wings of the wind, 
 
5 You set the earth on its foundations, 
    so that it shall never be shaken. 
6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment; 
    the waters stood above the mountains. 
 
10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
    they flow between the hills, 
11 giving drink to every wild animal; 
    the wild asses quench their thirst. 
12 By the streams[e] the birds of the air have their habitation; 
    they sing among the branches. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+104&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15575a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+104&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15575b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+104&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15584e
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14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
    and plants for people to use,[f] 
     to bring forth food from the earth, 
15     and wine to gladden the human heart, 
oil to make the face shine, 
    and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
 

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
    In wisdom you have made them all; 
    the earth is full of your creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
    creeping things innumerable are there, 
    living things both small and great. 
26 There go the ships, 
    and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
    may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
    who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Lisa Coffey’s husband Jim, recovering from hip replacement surgery. 
Continued Prayers: Charlie Gage; Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Bob Markert ; Sue 
Menzel’s brother Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
Beaumont:  Dan Byers, recovering from a broken hip. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

                                          
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+104&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15586f
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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                                            FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
Thank you to Diane and Steve Lindberg for hosting last Sunday’s Fellowship Hour. 
A BIG thank you to those who have so graciously signed up to host future Sunday 
Fellowship Hours. A manual is being created as a step by step guide for making 
coffee/ hot water, where to find supplies in the pantry and prepackaged snacks. 

Milk/cream, Cold drinks and water are provided. 

 
“THE EVOLUTION OF RELIGIONS IN WESTOROUGH” 

Monday, September 27
th

 at 7pm - Come listen to a program hosted by our interim church historian 
Tom Morgan. Sponsored by the Westborough Historical Society, the program traces the growth 
of religious institutions in Westborough, from the first Puritan Meeting House in the 1700s with 
Rev. Ebenezer Parkman to the thirteenth place of worship, the Gurudwara Sahib Sikh temple, 
opened in 2014 on Flanders Road.  Tom describes how each of these houses of worship evolved, 
the connection between their congregations, and the history of their buildings.  The program is 
free and open to the public.  The program will be given through Zoom, by registering in advance. 
   
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcuc-6hqzwqH92iEEsHmmeWZRuLuZNuISAy  
 

After registering, each registrant will immediately receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting.  For any questions on this, contact Pete Allen of 
the Westborough Historical Society at 508-868-8198.  

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 

We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcuc-6hqzwqH92iEEsHmmeWZRuLuZNuISAy
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Calendar Sept 26th – Oct 3rd   
 

Sep 26 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Sep 27 Monday (closed) 
6:30-8:30PM Cub scouts/Vestry   
  

Sep 28 Tuesday  
7-8:30 PM Bell Rehearsal  
 Dismas House Dinner 
  

Sep 29 Wednesday   
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
   

Sep 30 Thursday  
2PM-6PM Farmers’ Market 
 

Oct 1 Friday – no events 
 

Oct 2 Saturday  
3PM Wedding/Chapel 
 

Oct 3 Communion Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


