
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 

Communion Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRwNTe1M7cAhUFwFkKHRbTBmcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.greekboston.com/christening/communion/&psig=AOvVaw3MygHuRa8Fy0b8ZdpanQG7&ust=1533309349891347
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K & Up: Will stayin the church today with their parents.  Outside the 

sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 
Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

Sept 2, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

“Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!” 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: God has given us this beautiful earth and all that grows and runs upon it. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Leader: God has given us breath to live, hands to work and spirit to sing. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Leader: God has gathered us into a community of care, creativity and worship. 

All: Let us worship God with love, thanksgiving and praise. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #609 “Take My Life” vs. 1,2,3,6 HENDON 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

Surround us, O God, breathe into us freshness, self-love and life-joy.  We work so hard to 

satisfy You, to satisfy ourselves, to satisfy those around us.   We are weary of falling short 

and rely on Your Grace to carry forth our work.  Surround us, O God. Breathe into us 

freshness, self- love and life-joy.  We want to feel useful in our community, intentional in 

our work, and successful in contributing to life.  Remind us that You have blessed us with 

gifts and skills.  May we use them to herald in Your Reign and bring glory and honor to 

You.  Surround us, O God. Breathe into us freshness, self-love and life-joy. Amen 

 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pete Graham 

 

LITANY OF LABOR (see bulletin insert) 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  It is a privilege and a joy to share our talents, offer to work for the Greater Good 

and to contribute to the building up of the Body of Christ.  May our morning offerings be 

blessed even as we have been blessed.  
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by Rick Founds 
     

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Take our life and let it be consecrated Lord to Thee………take our offerings and multiply 

them for the use of Your Church, both local and Global.  We offer these gifts in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen.   

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 7: 31-36 (Pew Bible page 819) 

 

SERMON “BE OPENED” Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*HYMN #321 “Break Thou the Bread of Life” BREAD OF LIFE  

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Communion in our church will be served with gluten free bread. 
 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison) 

God of new life, with joy we have received this sacrament of Your Holy Supper. We give 

you thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and our hope.  Unite Your church throughout the 

world in continuing Christ’s ministry of love and servanthood, that You name may be 

praised in all the earth.  Amen!  

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

       BLESSING:  “Peace be with you.” 
 

       RESPONSE:  “and with your spirit.” 
 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 
 

*SENDING SONG #445 “Go In Peace” OCEAN PARK 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

Leader:  We are commissioned as carriers of love.  The work we are called to is to Be Love.  

People: We seek to honor all people by listening to them.  We want to provide 

practical help to those in need. 

Leader: We are sent forth to do good and to be merciful.  Our trust and our Hope is in God, 

who equips us to serve. 

People: We lift up our labors to You and ask for Your Blesssings. 

Leader:  Be strong, fear not, for God will save!  Those who trust God will realize God’s 

blessing.   

ALL: God has blessed us with a good name.  We are heirs of God’s dominion 

forever.  Amen. Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 

There is no Summer Story time today, but the nursery is available for child care. 

Sarah Regnier greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Elaine Moore and Linda Birch are Deacons of the day. 

Communion servers are: Nancy Cook, Theresa DiMeo, Elaine Gallo, Rhona Naddamba, 

Marketa Rosecka and Joan Truesdell. 

 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship.  
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR SEPT 2, 2018  

New Prayers: Jeffrey Bramley (Chris Bramley’s brother), Sue Menzel’s sister-in-law Pat. 

Continued Prayers: Donna Donovan (Marge Butcher’s daughter); Pari & her daughter (a dear friend of 

Cathie Achorn & Angela Caron); Linda & Dick Birch; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen 

Gavel and the Oevermanns; Complete healing and comfort for Paul Nauman, Norma Powell’s son-in-

law; David Luppi, husband of Donna Morgan’s niece Lara; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa 

Dickinson; Jim Young (friend of Tom Erwin); Lois Gray &family (sister-in-law of Betty Gray). 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME 
Beginning this Tuesday, Sept. 4

th
 the office will resume its regular hours.  Closed Mondays, open Tues & 

Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SEPT. 9th! 
We will begin again our Sunday morning Bible Study on Sunday, Sept. 9th as we look at the sermon 
Scripture of the day from 9-9:30 AM in the Chapel.  We always have a great discussion-please join us! 

 

 

                                  ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE  PICNIC - SEPT 16
th

  
Please join us Sunday, Sept. 16

th
 right after church on the side lawn for our annual “Open 

House Picnic”.  Please bring desserts, veggies, salads.  Meat & beverages will be 
provided. There will be activities for children and adults of all ages.  If you would like to 

help out with the activities/games, set up or food prep please call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 or 
camachorn@aol.com. Sponsored by Parish Life 
 

 

                        YARD SALE, SAT. SEPT. 22
nd

  
The Women’s Fellowship will be having a yard sale Saturday, Sept. 22

nd
 from 8AM-

2PM.  We are not accepting clothing so hold onto it for the Rummage sale in 
October.  Drop off begins on Sunday, Sept. 16

th
.  You can drop off Mon. 8/17 from 

9AM-3PM & 6PM-8PM, Tuesday 9AM-3PM & 7PM-9PM, Wednesday & Thursday 
10AM - 3PM.  Also you may drop off during regular office hours.  We may be adding more times later.  
All proceeds will go to the kitchen renovation. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CHILDREN’S CHIMES AND BELL CHOIRS! 
Do your kids love making music? We are looking for kids of all ages. On Sunday, Sept. 16

th
, Sue Menzel will 

be downstairs after church if any children would like to join the Kid’s Chimes and Bells.  Stop by and get 
more information. The program starts up in October.  If you have any questions before hand, please call 
Sue Menzel at 508-341-8239. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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MIKE AND ART’S NEXT EXCELLENT ADVENTURE 
We are signed up to go to Cayey, Puerto Rico with Group Work Camps for our next mission trip.  The 
dates are Saturday, October 13, 2018 to Saturday, October 20, 2018.  The cost is $699.00 for the mission 
trip plus airfare.  We will be part of a group of up to 75 people working on projects to help the people in 
Puerto Rico get back on their feet following the hurricane.   
Here is the link to the Group website with more information and to register. 
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/international/puerto-rico-2018/ 
 

If you have any ?s, please email or call us at any time.  The trip is about 45 days away, so act now for the 
opportunity to join our next excellent adventure helping others. 
Art – artsharkey6@gmail.com (Note: this is a new email address); 508 826-1084 
Mike – mlawler@anchorengineering.com; 508-922-8532    

 
PLAYGROUP STARTING AGAIN THIS FALL 

Come join us on Thursday mornings from 9:00 – 11:45 am for playgroup. We will meet in the nursery 
downstairs starting Sept. 13

th
.  If you have any questions call Sandy Horton 508-410-9000. 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $ 4,160.65 
Hungry? We’re worried that you might be as we look at our year to date profit! We hope that you’ll eat 
healthy, shop locally, and always have a grocery card in your pocket - even for those last minute items. 
Bring your checkbook to church on Sunday or stop by the Church office. We’ll be ready for you. Thanks! 
Or contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 
or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 
PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 
on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 
sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 
DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 
House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 
millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be this Thursday, September 6

th
. Donations of Stop and Shop 

cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 
HOSPITALITY 

If you need help with meals due to medical setbacks, injuries or sickness, please contact Betty Gray 366-
1039. 

 
COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs? Please look for the 
sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table. Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/international/puerto-rico-2018/
mailto:artsharkey6@gmail.com
mailto:mlawler@anchorengineering.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Directory of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joe Stillitano, Interim Minister of Musict – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon, Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 
Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

 
 

CALENDAR FOR - SEPT 2nd
 – SEPT 9th

 

 

Sep 2 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Summer Storytime 
 

Sep 3  
  
 

Sep 4 Tuesday  
10:00 AM Whitney Place Service 
10:30 AM Beaumont Service 
11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 
 

Sep 5 Wednesday  
3:30 PM Journey Home/Choir Room 
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Room 
 

Sep 6 Thursday 
2PM-6PM Farmer’s Market  
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm  
 Dismas House Dinner 
 
 

WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY CHORUS YARD SALE, SAT. SEPT. 8 
The Westborough Community Chorus will be having a Yard-Bake-Book Sale on Sat. Sept. 8

th
 from 

9AM-2PM.  The rain date will be Sat. Sept. 22
nd

.  It will be held at the Harvey School Building, 20 
Phillips Street, Westborough (between Church and Milk Streets.  Proceeds benefit music 
scholarships for Westborough students! 

 

 

 

 

Sep 7 Friday (no events)  
 

Sep 8 Saturday (no events) 
 

The floors will be waxed Saturday 
Please plan accordingly 

 

Sep 9 Sunday 
9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 
10:00 AM Worship & Summer 

Storytime 
11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 
 

    
Finally! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/00/96/58/02/500_F_96580207_vt1qCEGsAFb1ucZVhOVUN18AWNhRMo87.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.fotolia.com/id/96580207&docid=nqyJpYxdgFQaAM&tbnid=XluhksrWhhayCM:&vet=1&w=500&h=500&hl=en&bih=731&biw=1440&ved=0ahUKEwjAmP-zk7_YAhUJGt8KHbs9De4Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQzLK6ypLdAhUSmeAKHYYFDawQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://mikesvillagerestaurant.com/labor-day-hours/&psig=AOvVaw25xYFS2lqFKmviER_bXQVk&ust=1535643082905598
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjt-dK9xJLdAhVQTt8KHSHQBLsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://theapopkavoice.com/a-full-day-of-back-to-school-events-in-apopka/&psig=AOvVaw3DrperOpVccvZkwIa5BsJC&ust=1535641475229988

