
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 
 

September 12, 2021 
10:00 AM 

 
 
 

 
 

RALLY SUNDAY 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 
 

         September 12, 2021 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   by Cynthia Langston Kirk Dana Crawford  Dana Crawford  
 Dana: Welcome to a time of wonder 

People: and music that calls us home. 
Dana: Welcome to hear God’s words that inspire and challenge 
People: and to reminders that we are offered holy hospitality - 
Dana: Hospitality that teaches us how to open our lives to others 

 All: leading us to fully live open minds, open hearts, open doors. 
 

*OPENING SONG #2 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Dana Crawford 
by Christine Longhurst, re-worship.blogspot.com  
 
O God, we gather together in Your presence with expectation, hungry for an 
encounter with You, eager to hear Your Word.  Open our eyes and ears to the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit.  May the seeds of Your Word scattered among us this 
morning fall on fertile soil.  May they take root in our hearts and lives, and produce an 
abundant harvest of good words and deeds.  We pray this in the name of Jesus 
Christ, who taught us to pray, saying… 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dana Crawford 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
RECEIVING THE WORD 

 

 

YOUTH MOMENT 
 

SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 12:14-21, 27 Dana Crawford 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 933) 
 

REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Steal Away to Jesus” Spriritual/Arr.by Patricia Cota 
 Bell Choir 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham 
   

 Offertory  
  
*DOXOLOGY  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)    from Shaping Sanctuary       Dana Crawford 
 Accept our gifts, O God, because we need to give.  Use our gifts to the greatest 

good they can accomplish here in our midst and far beyond our individual reach.  
We present them in thanksgiving for all You have given us and in gratitude for the 
privilege of sharing in Your work.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
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*CLOSING SONG “How Great is Our God” JoySpring Songbook #11  
  
 

♪ Today’s anthem by the bell choir is dedicated to Gini Erwin. 
    Dana Crawford served as liturgist. 
 
 The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 

1 Corinthians 12:14-21, 27  New Revised Standard Version 
 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As 
it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

Prayers 

Bereavement:  Ann Marie Price, sister-in-law of Chris & Charlotte Bramley,  passed Sept 2nd. 
 

New Prayers: Charlie Gage, undergoing tests at UMass. 
Continued Prayers: Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Bob Markert ; Bev Hall; Sue Menzel’s brother 
Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
Beaumont:  Dan Byers, recovering from a broken hip. 
 

Celebrations:  Polly & Jay Thayer’s son, Benjamin, will be wed to Anna Karwarta in Zakopane, 
Poland on Saturday, September 11, 2021.  They will be traveling to Poland for this joyous 
occasion and to meet Anna's family.  Ben and Anna will reside in Atlanta, GA.   
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Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
 

WELCOME BACK PICNIC/RALLY TODAY AFTER CHURCH 
We hope you and your family will join us after worship for a lovely picnic! 
We will be serving burgers, hot dogs, salads, drinks, ice cream sandwiches.  

This is a great way to start off our year together! 

 

*You can also sign up for Faith Formation today.  See Amy Glennon. 
 

 

GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 
We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 

 
 “ROOTED IN LOVE” 
This year’s UCC stewardship theme is based on Psalm 1, verse 3a:  “They are like trees planted 
by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season.” 
 

As we prepare for our annual season of giving, let us delight in the Lord for all He has given us, 
and let us acknowledge His gifts as we consider our support for the work and mission of our 
beloved church. 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
 

 HELP NEED FOR COFFEE HOUR! 
We are asking for members of the congregation to take a turn as a Fellowship Time host.  We’ll 
partner you with a seasoned expert, to accompany you through the process. Please sign up at 
the table and we can coach you on how to be an expert!  Please help continue the Fellowship 
Time tradition! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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Calendar Sept 12th – Sept. 19th  
 
Sep 12 Rally Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 Followed by a picnic on the lawn 
 

Sep 13 Monday (closed) 
  

Sep 14 Tuesday  
 Trustees/Kerygma Rm 
  

Sep 15 Wednesday   
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm 
   

Sep 16 Thursday  
2PM-6PM Farmers’ Market 
 

Sep 17 Friday – no events 
 

Sep 18 Saturday  
9AM-4PM BSA/sign-up/church lawn 
 

Sep 19 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
7PM-9PM GSA/classroom 
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