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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

September 11, 2022 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  
 INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Darvin Kapitz 
 

One: Here we are Lord, your disciples, gathered for Worship 
Many: On a sacred day for our nation, a day for remembering and reckoning. 
One: Here we are Lord, a broken people, living in a broken world. 
Many: We come to you to be re-fashioned more and more into your image. 
One: Make us healers and reformers 
Many: Come Lord, forgive us, heal us, transform us. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #284 “Gather Us In” GATHER US IN

  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)                Darvin Kapitz 
 O God of peace, we live in a world at war. We long for peace, unity, gentleness, equity. As 
you work on each of us slowly at your potter’s wheel, turn our thoughts toward your 
thoughts and our ways into your ways. Open our hearts and help us to see the world as you 
dream it to be. Transform us into the loving peacemakers who will lead the way toward a 
just, peaceful world. We pray this is in Jesus’ name and we continue with the words he 
taught us saying…  

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Darvin Kapitz 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURES Jeremiah 18: 1-10   Luke 15: 1-10 (pew Bible pgs. 629 & 850) 
 

SERMON “Broken, Forgiven, Transformed” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

ANTHEM "The Storm is Passing Over" Composed by Charles Albert Tindley 

 Performed by Chancel Choir Arr. by Barbara W. Baker 
 

Have courage my soul and let us journey on. 
Though the night is dark and I am far from home. 

Thanks be to God the morning light appears. 
The storm is passing over - Hallelu! 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN (Unison)  Darvin Kapitz 
Almighty God, too often we settle for brokenness in our lives. Rather than offering 
forgiveness, we hold onto offense. Rather than pursuing justice, we run away. Rather than 
offering mercy, we continue in judgement. Gracious God, these are not the ways of your 
kingdom. Make us hunger and thirst for righteousness that we may see our need for Jesus. 
Being nourished by his goodness, help us live out God’s ways on earth. 
 

WORDS OF FORGIVENSS  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation    
  

 Offertory   
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Darvin Kapitz 
 Take these gifts Lord, a portion of all you have given us. Multiply them and motivate us, the 
givers, to heal and transform our broken world through meaningful ministry to our 
neighbors. Amen 

 
BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” Composed by Rick Founds
 JoySpring Songbook #13 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

 
Darvin Kapitz served as liturgist today. 
Cathie and Steve Achorn are deacons of the day. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCRIPTURES: 
 

Jeremiah 18:1-10 
18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and 
there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was 
working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
 

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house 
of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and 
break down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I 
will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I 
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my 
sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do 
to it. 

 
Luke 15:1-10 
15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 
And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost 
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sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I 
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

Prayers 
 

New Prayers: Marge Butcher is asking for prayers for Amelia, age 8 who is having seizures. 
Continued Prayers: Steve Lindberg; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta DiTerlizzi’s 
mother Donata; Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); Daniel Oliver, grandson of Judith Oliver; 
The Lord family; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda 
Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; 
Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
WELCOME HERE SUNDAY! SEPT. 18TH  

We are looking forward to the energy and community of everyone together on 
sunday, September 18th.  Join us for worship and a picnic following. All food and 
drink will be provided.  A great way to start off our year together!   

 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

So far, we have collected cookies, crackers, granola bars and Hamburger Helper.  Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed.  Our basket and box were overflowing! For the next two weeks 
(weeks ending 9/7 and 9/14), we will be collecting peanut butter and jelly/jam.  With the start of 
the school year a peanut butter and jelly sandwich fills an empty stomach after a long morning 
of learning.  Donations can be left in the basket at the front of the church or the big, white box 
at the side entry.  Thank you for your support. The Mission Team 

 
            WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP YARD SALE – SAVE THE DATE!  
There will be a yard sale on Saturday, September 17th from 8am – 2pm, rain or 
shine.  Start saving up your donations.  Drop off donated items Sunday,  
September 11th (after worship). Proceeds to go to the Kitchen Renovation. Any 
Questions? Call Linda Borglund Linda Borglund (774) 245-1425 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FAITH FORMATION 
The Christian Ed team is looking for volunteers to lead the faith formation classes every other 
week.  Curriculum and training will be provided.  Please see Rev. Betsy if you are interested. 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

     Year to Date Profit:  $ 3,190.00                                                      Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 9am-1pm and Wednesdays 9am-Noon) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
SEPT 11TH - SEPT 18TH  

    

Sep 11  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:15 AM Deacons 
1PM-4PM Westboro Expo/High 
School 
 
Sep 12  Monday (office closed) 
6:30-8:30 PM Cub Scouts/Vestry 
 
Sep 13  Tuesday 
6:30-8PM Bells Rehearse 
7:00 PM  Trustees/Kerygma Rm 
 
Sep 14  Wednesday  
9AM-3PM Weaver’s Guild 
3:30 PM  Journey Home 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 

Sep 15  Thursday 
 
Sep 16  Friday  
 
Sep 17  Saturday 
8AM – 2PM WF Yard Sale (rain or shine) 
 
Sep 18  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Baptism 
11:15 AM Welcome Here Picnic/side 

lawn 
 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com

