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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
    

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 
         August 29, 2021 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pam Faustine 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       by Beth Merrill Neel, holdfasttowhatisgood.com Pam Faustine 
 

 Leader: For the beauty of a summer day, 
People: And the comfort of friends nearby; 
Leader: For the invitation to love and be loved, 

 People: For our God who extends that call; 
Leader: For time set apart to nourish the soul, 

 People: For time to go out into the world armed with love: 
ALL: For all these things we give thanks.  Let us worship God. 

 
 

*OPENING SONG #452 “Here I Am, Lord” Composed by Daniel L. Schutte 
  Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION     by Norman D. Yeater, re-worship.blogspot.com Pam Faustine 
 

 Spirit of God, enlighten our hearts to the reality of divine presence in our midst.  Let 
our worship be pleasing in Your sight, so that our gathering is an experience of deep 
communion with You and one another.  This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray, saying… 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER   Pam Faustine 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
RECEIVING THE WORD 

 

 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 37:12-36 Pam Faustine 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 30) 
 
REFLECTION  Ruth Kause 
 Master of Divinity Student, Boston University 
 
ANTHEM “Beside Still Waters”  Composed by M. Pamela Kapitz 
 Performed by The CCW Chancel Choir 
  
 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pam Faustine 
   

 Offertory Music “Gliding Clouds” 
  Composed and Recorded by Joseph Stillitano  
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Instrumental – Words are provided for your reflection.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)    from Shaping Sanctuary Pam Faustine 
 Accept our gifts, O God, because we need to give.  Use our gifts to the greatest good 

they can accomplish here in our midst and far beyond our individual reach.  We 
present them in thanksgiving for all you have given us and in gratitude for the 
privilege of sharing in your work.  Amen. 

 



4 

 

*BENEDICTION  Ruth Kause 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Give Me Jesus” Spiritual/Arr by Mark Patterson 
 Performed by The CCW Chancel Choir, April 7, 2019 
  
We would like to thank Ruth Kause for leading worship today in Pete’s absence. 
Pam Faustine served as liturgist today. 
 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Genesis 37:12-36  New Revised Standard Version 
 
12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 
He answered, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and 
with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 
 

He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 
“What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are 
pasturing the flock.” 17 The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to 
Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a 
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19 They said to one 
another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the 
pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become 
of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us 
not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 
wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore 
him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long 
robe with sleeves[b] that he wore; 24 and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was 
empty; there was no water in it. 
 
25 Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to 
Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his 
blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1107b
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brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, 
they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces 
of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 
29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his 
clothes. 30 He returned to his brothers, and said, “The boy is gone; and I, where can I 
turn?” 31 Then they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the 
blood. 32 They had the long robe with sleeves taken to their father, and they said, “This we have 
found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33 He recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s 
robe! A wild animal has devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob 
tore his garments, and put sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his 
sons and all his daughters sought to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and said, 
“No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father bewailed him. 36 Meanwhile 
the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the 
guard. 
 

 

Prayers 

Bereavement: Rachel Graham’s father, Jeffrey Moritz passed away on Aug. 16th. 
Continued Prayers: Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Bob Markert ; Bev Hall; Sue Menzel’s brother 
Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 
 

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 

We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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FARMER’S MARKET 

The farmer’s market, sponsored by The Rotary Club will be held on the front lawn of the church 

every Thursday, from 2pm – 6pm. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Aug 29 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
2:00-4:00PM Boy Scout sign ups/ 
 Front lawn 
 

Aug 30 Monday (closed) 
  

Aug 31 Tuesday  
  

Sep 1 Wednesday   
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
   

Sep 2 Thursday  
2PM-6PM Farmers’ Market 
 

Sep 3 Friday – no events 
 

Sep 4 Saturday – no 
events 

 

Sep 5 Communion Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship Service  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR  Aug 29th – Sep 5th   
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