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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Summer Office hours: Tues & Thurs 9am – 1pm, Wed 9am – 12pm 
Monday & Friday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

AUGUST 28, 2022 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  
 INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP       Janet Rivard 

 

One: We gather together, some long-time members, others new here. 
Many: God calls us all into a discipleship community. 
One: We gather, in God’s presence to offer thanks, to seek comfort, to celebrate joy. 
Many: God calls us all into a discipleship community. 
One: We gather together to worship God in faith and truth. 
Many: God calls us all into a discipleship community and joins us in our common life. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #86 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS

  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)                Janet Rivard 
 Come O Lord, be here in our midst as we together celebrate the mysterious love which 
motivated you to live and to die for us.  Help each of us personally grow in that love and live 
it out in our daily lives by welcoming, listening to, caring for and embracing the people you 
bring into our lives. May our care for them help them know your love for them.  We continue 
now to pray as you taught us saying… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Janet Rivard 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Everlasting God, we confess how we have not lived as your people.  We serve many masters -
work, wealth, power, addictions – yet find no hope in them.  We hear the cries of the poor 
and shut the doors of our hearts to them. We ridicule those who expose their hopes and 
dreams to us, and we dismiss those who disagree with us.  Forgive us, compassionate Savior, 
heal us of our brokenness.  Make us well, so that by our healing we might be the hope and 
love others need in their lives. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE Hebrews 13: 1-3 (pew Bible pg. 979) 
 Luke 14:1 and 7-14 (pew Bible pg. 849) 
 
SERMON “Place Value” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “The Blessing” arr. John Purifoy 
 Thee Six 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
  

 Invitation    
  

 Offertory “I Am His Child” Moses Hogan 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Janet Rivard 
 Dear God, please accept these gifts we humbly bring forward. We acknowledge that they are 
a re-gifting from your bounteous gifts to us. May they be useful in the building of your 
kingdom on earth. Amen 

 

A BLESSING FOR STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND PARENTS 
Students, teachers, and parents are invited forward to receive a special blessing for the start of 
the school year. 
 

Rev. Betsy:  To our teachers… 
Congregation: Holy Spirit, the source of all wisdom, bless now these teachers. Fill their 
classrooms with learning, and their hearts with compassion. Give them focus, patience, and 
creativity as they educate your children. Remind them that we, their church family, are here 
to support them. Amen 
 

Rev. Betsy:  To our students… 
Congregation: Lord Jesus, who welcomed the children and held up their faith as an example, 
bless now these students. Fill their schools with kindness, their hearts with love and their 
minds with wonder. Develop within them wisdom, integrity, and maturity as they learn and 
grow this year. And remind them that we, as their church family, are here to support them. 
Amen 
 

Rev. Betsy:  To our parents and care givers… 
Congregation: O God, our eternal and heavenly parent, bless now these parents and care 
givers who together with you, are raising your children. Fill their homes with joy and their 
hearts with love. Give them energy, strength, and discernment as they struggle Will against 
Will helping their children to grow into respectful, caring, open-minded, merciful adults. Help 
these parents and care givers to extend mercy and forgiveness to themselves as well. Remind 
them that we, their church family, are here to support them. Amen 
 
BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #22 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LASST UNS ERFREUEN  
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
We thank the members of Thee Six:  Judy Ellis, Celeste Chenet-Monte, Kathy Todd, Pam Kapitz, 
Jen Keeler, and Sue Menzel for providing beautiful music today. 
Janet Rivard served as liturgist today. 
Pam Faustine is deacon of the day. 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCRIPTURES: 
 

Hebrews 13: 1-3 
13 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured.[a] 
 
Luke 14:1 and 7-14 
14 On one occasion when Jesus[a] was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a 
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.  
 

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited 
both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 
would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will 
be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot 
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

Prayers 
 

New Prayers: Marge Butcher is asking for prayers for Amelia, age 8 who is having seizures. 
Continued Prayers: Steve Lindberg; Caroline Morgan (Tom & Donna’s granddaughter); Nancy 
Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta DiTerlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich 
Boucher); Daniel Oliver, grandson of Judith Oliver; The Lord family; Marge Butcher’s 
granddaughter, Meghan Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie 
Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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FOOD FOR THE FOOD PANTRY! 
For the next two weeks we are asking everyone to purchase Hamburger Helper with your 
regular grocery shopping.  Hamburger Helper with some ground beef makes a tasty meal for a 
family or several meals for a senior.  Hamburger Helper can be found near the mac and cheese 
section at the grocery store - and it is on sale at Stop & Shop!  Donations can be placed in the 
food basket or box on Sunday or any day the church office is open.  Thank you for your support.  
The Mission Team 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FAITH FORMATION 
The Christian Ed team is looking for volunteers to lead the faith formation classes every other 
week.  Curriculum and training will be provided.  Please see Rev. Betsy if you are interested. 

 
            WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP YARD SALE – SAVE THE DATE!  
There will be a yard sale on Saturday, September 17th from 8am – 2pm, rain or 
shine.  Start saving up your donations.  Drop off donated items Sunday,  
September 11th (after worship). Proceeds to go to the Kitchen Renovation. Any 
Questions? Call Linda Borglund Linda Borglund •(774) 245-1425 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

     Year to Date Profit:  $ 3,001.50                                                      Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 9am-1pm and Wednesdays 9am-Noon) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  
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AUG 28TH – SEPT 4TH   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

           
             

Aug 28 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
 

Aug 29 Monday (office closed) 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 
Aug 30 Tuesday 
   

Aug 31 Wednesday  
3:30 PM Journey Home 

  
Sep 1 Thursday 
 

Sep 2 Friday (office closed) 
 

Sep 3 Saturday 
 

Sep 4 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


