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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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August 22, 2021 
10:00 AM 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
    

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

         August 22, 2021 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  by Amy Loving, worshipcloset.com Liturgist 
(Inspired by Psalm 84 and 1 Kings 8:27) 

 

 Leader: How beautiful are the places where you dwell, O Lord! 
People: This house cannot contain your glory; even the heavens are bursting with 

the goodness of your presence! 
Leader: Happy are those who find their strength in you. 

 People: Hear our prayers this day, Holy God, as we proclaim your praises to all the 
earth! 

 

*OPENING SONG “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” Rec. by Joseph Stillitano 
  Composed by Frederick C. Maker (1881) 
  Lyrics by Elizabeth C. Clephane (1872) 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION lectionarysermons.com Liturgist 
 It is good to be here in Your presence Lord.  Here we are at home with each other 

and with You.  Here we discover the joy of life and the strength to live each day with 
praise in our hearts to You.  You alone are God!  You alone can show us the way to 
the life that lasts forever.  We lift our voices in adoration of Your Holy name, even as 
we pray as You taught us, saying…. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER   Liturgist 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
RECEIVING THE WORD 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 NRSV (Pew Bible page 272) 

 
REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 
BELL ANTHEM “Steal Away to Jesus”  Spiritual/arr. Patricia Coda 
 
 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham 
   

 Offertory Music “Gliding Clouds” 
  Composed and Recorded by Joseph Stillitano  
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Instrumental – Words are provided for your reflection.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  by Joanna Harader, spaciousfaith.com Liturgist 
 God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the 

abundance of Your gifts to us.  We give these offerings in faith, trusting that You will 
provide for our needs.  We give these offerings in hope, knowing You can use them 
to spread Your love in this world. And with these offerings, we give ourselves; may 
we live with generous hearts, with open hands.  Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
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*CLOSING SONG “What Sin?” Composed by Morgan Cryar 
 Performed by The CCW JoySpring, April 7, 2019 
 

Bell Sextet Directed by Sue Menzel:  Linda Duncan, Kathy Leblanc, Kathy Todd,  
Janet Rivard, Sterling Fitzgibbons, Jen Keeler. 
 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43  New Revised Standard Version 
 

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, 
and spread out his hands to heaven. 23He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in 
heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who 
walk before you with all their heart, 24the covenant that you kept for your servant my father 
David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with 
your hand.25Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which 
you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne 
of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before 
me.’ 26Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your 
servant my father David.  
 
27“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain 
you, much less this house that I have built! 28Regard your servant’s prayer and his plea, 
O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; 29that your 
eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall 
be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. 30Hear the 
plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in 
heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive. 
 
41“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land 
because of your name 42—for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your 
outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, 43then hear in heaven 
your dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the 
peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that 
they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have built. 
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Prayers 

Bereavement: Rachel Graham’s father, Jeffrey Moritz passed away on Aug. 16th. 
Continued Prayers: Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Bob Markert ; Bev Hall; Sue Menzel’s brother 
Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 
 

 
 

 
FARMER’S MARKET 

The farmer’s market, sponsored by The Rotary Club will be held on the front lawn of the church 

every Thursday, from 2pm – 6pm. 
 

 
ASSABET VALLEY MASTERSINGERS 

The Assabet Valley Mastersingers (“AVM”) announces Open Rehearsals for their October 30, 
2021 concert.  AVM offers a choral experience in a community of welcoming, inclusive, 
respectful, collegial, and talented vocalists who value high artistic standards. While vocal 
training is not essential, basic musicianship, a good musical ear, and a dedication and love for 
the choral classics are a must for AVM vocalists.   
 
Interested vocalists are invited to attend an AVM Open Rehearsal to get a sense of how regular 
rehearsals are run and of the group itself.  Open Rehearsal Dates: 

 Monday, August 30, 2021  

 Tuesday, September 7, 2021  
Rehearsals are Monday evenings from 7:30 p.m. to 9:45 p.m. and are held at St. Rose of Lima 
Parish, Northborough.  For more information, visit Sing with Us! www.avmsingers.org/sing-
with-us/ or email Deb Wallace at membership@avmsingers.org. 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
http://www.avmsingers.org/sing-with-us/
http://www.avmsingers.org/sing-with-us/
mailto:membership@avmsingers.org
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GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 
We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 

 
 
 

 
 

CALENDAR  Aug 22nd –Aug 29th   
 

 

Aug 22 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
 

Aug 23 Monday (closed) 
  

Aug 24 Tuesday  
 Dismas House Dinner 
 

Aug 25 Wednesday   
   

Aug 26 Thursday  
2PM-6PM Farmer’s Market 
 

Aug 27 Friday – no events 
 

Aug 28 Saturday – no events 
 

Aug 29 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
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