
 The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 
 

Aug 18, 2019 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 
We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 
ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here.” 
 
We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 
this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 

Speak to an usher or the pastor and we will gladly be of service. 

 

Our restrooms are located down the hall to the left of the Vestry as you face the 

communion table. We celebrate open communion on the first Sunday of the month, 

where everyone is welcome. 

 

We are worshipping in the Vestry in order to be more comfortable in the summer heat 

and welcome a more casual approach to worship. We would be glad to give you a tour 

of our beautiful Sanctuary located on the second floor. 

 

We welcome children to remain in worship however we also offer a children’s program 

each Sunday in the nursery for children in grades 3 or younger. We offer crayons and 

coloring pages for those who wish to keep their fingers moving. If your children need to 

move about, please feel free to stand in the back. 

 

We have song books, Bibles, offering envelopes and prayer cards located on the moving 

carts for your convenience should you wish to make a donation or are in need of 

prayers.  Again, WELCOME! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

Aug 18, 2019                                 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost                                    9:30 AM 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

SUNG PRELUDE “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”  
 Trillium, Judy Ellis, Kathy Todd, Rachel Graham 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Dr. Betsy Waters 
 
*GREETING 
 
*SONG   “If I Had a Hammer” 
 

                   Verse 1                                                Verse 3 

If I had a hammer 

I'd hammer in the morning  
I'd hammer in the evening 
All over this land  
I'd hammer out danger 
I'd hammer out a warning 
I'd hammer out love between  
My brothers and my sisters, ah-ah 
All over this land 

 

 
                    Verse 2 
 If I had a bell 

I'd ring it in the morning 
I'd ring it in the evening 
All over this land  
I'd ring out danger 
I'd ring out a warning  
I'd ring out love between  
My brothers and my sisters, ah-ah 
All over this land 

 

If I had a song 
I'd sing it in the morning 
I'd sing it in the evening 
All over this world 
I'd sing out danger 
I'd sing out a warning 
I'd sing out love between  
My brothers and my sisters ah-ah 
All over this land 
 
        Verse 4 
I got a hammer 
And I've got a bell 
And I've got a song to sing 
All over this land 
It's the hammer of justice 
It's the bell of freedom 
It's the song about love between  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land (2) 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP  Kathy Leblanc 
Leader: You are here! 
People: We are here! 
Leader: Let us gather to worship our God. 
People: Let us take off our shoes for we now stand on Holy Ground! 
Leader: How can this be Holy Ground? 
People: Wherever and whenever God arrives, it is a Holy time and a Holy place 
Leader: How wonderful it is to have God with us then! 
People: AMEN! 
 
OPENING PRAYER (Please be seated.)  Kathy Leblanc 
We gather together as participants here as we worship You, O God. The pastor and music 
leaders prompt us in our worship. Come, Great Creator, and be with us as the One who sits in 
the audience to receive our gift for You today. May You be pleased with our worship and 
offering of words, songs, and silence. May our hearts and minds be fully present with You 
and may our time together with others and with You bring a blessing, in the name of the one 
who taught us to pray by saying, … 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 

(Children in grades 3 or younger may leave now to go to the Nursery) 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE  Jeremiah 23:23-29 Rev. Dr. Waters 
 (Pew Bible page 634) 
 

REFLECTION “If I Had a Hammer” Rev. Dr. Waters 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING* “Light of a Clear Blue Morning” Trillium 
 Composer, Dolly Parton 
 As recorded by Wailin Jennys/transcribed by Judy Ellis  
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Rev. Dr. Waters 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE     # 305 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to Your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS   
 

The offering plates are at the back of the hall for your convenience.  We will not be using ushers 
to collect the offering.  Thank you for your understanding.  You can leave your offering before 
worship or after.   
 

Invitation:   Kathy Leblanc 
 We come to this familiar place and give in gratitude for all which we have received.  We 

give because we feel the need and urge to give back. We give in joy because of love, 
overflowing and unconditional.  Thank you for your generosity.  In anticipation of our 
giving, let us pray our gratitude. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Kathy Leblanc 
God, You have given to us freely and taught us to return to You a portion of what we have.  
Grant us glad and generous hearts. Help us to hear You and see You as we serve You.  Help us 
use Your gifts wisely and for the benefit of all Your people.  Amen. 
 

*CLOSING SONG #517  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” BEECHER 
 

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Dr. Waters 
 

*POSTLUDE    (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship service settle 
in your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly.) 

 

Rev. Dr. Betsy Waters is a UCC intentional interim, church consultant and coach.  “But probably 
more important these days are my role as grandmother, cohousing member, and facilitator of 
Better-Angels - a group the works to depolarize the US. “  
 
*Today’s musical offering is dedicated to all who struggle with mental illness in our world. 
♫ Thank you to Judy Ellis, Kathy Todd, and Rachel Graham for sharing their musical gifts today. 
 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Sarah Allison Bramley. 
Kathy Leblanc greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 
Deacons of the Day are Karen Gavel and Chris Murphy.   



 5 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship after worship! 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR AUG 18, 2019 
 

Bereavement: Pam Kapitz’s sister Martha Jane Sawyer passed away on Aug 8
th

, please hold her husband 
Frank and their family in your prayers; Dick Kruse & family upon the passing of his wife, Jane on Aug 11

th
.  

Continued Prayers: Nancy Reimann; Judy Kaprelian; Nancy Uhlman; Marilyn Lyle; Cathie Achorn’s mother 
Dee Mumby recovering from surgery; Lauren Algelro undergoing cancer treatments; all those travelling 
this summer; Bob Brown; Betty Gray’s sister-in-law and brother Don; Gini & Tom Erwin; Homelyn 
Augustin; Wendy Reardon’s mother, Sandy; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the 
Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 
Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 
prayer renewed, please call the church office 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Did you know? The Westborough Food Pantry opened in 1986 providing approximately 30 people with 
food. Each family was given 1 bag of groceries per week. Mostly single people or couples received the 
food. Today, the Food Pantry provides food for over 130 Westborough families. Each family receives up to 
3 bags of groceries depending on the size of the family. Typically we distribute 125-130 bags per week. 
Estimating that each bag weighs 15-20-lbs, averages out to 2,000-lbs of food per week distributed. That’s 
over 50 TONS of food per year! In addition to that families also receive fresh meat, eggs and bread every 
week. The Food Pantry helps to feed an average of 900 people a month. 
 

Our August Mission of the month is the Westborough Food Pantry. We have placed a round rope basket 
in the library to collect donated food items. Please consider picking up a few items while you are out 
grocery shopping. Your support is very much appreciated by many families in our own community.  
Especially needed right now; canned pasta, instant oatmeal, ramen, cookies, crackers, fruit cocktail & cake 
and brownie mixes. Be sure to check expiration dates! Thank you!  Your Missions Team 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

2019  Goal:  $ 8,000                       2019  YTD:  $ 3,458.55 
Summer Sales: Grocery cards will be available every Sunday morning all summer long. Find us in the 
Church library after worship service. Cards are available in the Church office as well. And please don't be 
shy about adding your name to our delivery list. We're always happy to bring grocery cards to you. We 
count on summer sales to fulfill our commitment to the Church budget. Bring your checkbook to Church 
and be prepared for all those summer cookouts.  Thanks!  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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SUMMER LISTENING 
Each Sunday, Rev. Sue will have a question to ask the gathered. We will write an answer on an index card 
and turn them in to the preacher. Those index cards will be used on Wednesday mornings each week 
from 9:30-11:00 as Rev. Sue will meet with any folk who want to come to the Bistro and chat about the 
subject.   
Aug 4th questions: (to talk about on 8/21) 

 If Jesus spoke against injustice, how can the church do that today?  

 If you could name one issue of justice for our neighbors for the church to focus on next year, 
what would it be?   

 What do you think the non-church folk are looking to the church to do? 
The BISTRO is postponed for AUGUST 7th and 14th and we will take up this discussion on August 21. 

 

 
 
 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Summer Office hours: Wed. & Thurs 9am-1pm, closed Mon, Tues & Fri 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157
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CALENDAR FOR AUG 18th – AUG 25th  
 

 
Aug 18 Sunday 
9:30 AM Worship/Vestry & Story Time 
 

Aug 19 Monday (office closed) 
11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
7:00 PM Scouts/Sanctuary & vestry 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Aug 20 Tuesday (office closed) 
11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm. 
 

Aug 21 Wednesday – EVANGEL DEADLINE 
9:30 am Bistro  
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm 
 

Aug 22 Thursday  
11:00 AM Prayer Service/Whitney Suites 
Noon-5PM Farmer’s Market  
 

Aug 23 Friday (office closed) (no scheduled events) 
 

Aug 24 Saturday (no scheduled events)  
 

Aug 25 Sunday 
9:30 AM Worship/Vestry & Story Time 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://clipart.wpblink.com/sites/default/files/wallpaper/cartoon-animals-clipart/440570/cartoon-animals-clipart-summer-animal-440570-1832048.jpg&imgrefurl=https://clipart.wpblink.com/wallpaper-8136465&docid=e8wuWSAlMHVExM&tbnid=ELq6b178ptdT_M:&vet=1&w=736&h=582&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjvuKGrw4LkAhXEhOAKHW-zC-gQxiAoAHoECAEQFA&iact=c&ictx=1

