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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Bonnie Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   

Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 
Church office phone 508/366-2000 

 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 
 

         July 25, 2021 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Dana Crawford  
 The Presbyterian Church in Canada website. presbyterian.ca 
  

 Leader: In deep gratitude we come to worship God. We recognize God as the 
source of all goodness. 

Sue: All good gifts come from the Spirit of God: Love, peace, joy, patience, 
kindness and gentleness are all of God. 

Leader: We come with grateful hearts, not for things, but for who God is. 
 People: We gather to show our gratitude in song and prayer. 
 
*OPENING SONG #546 “Amazing Grace” Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION    Dana Crawford 

O God, we give thanks for all Christ's disciples who have labored in good times and 
bad that we might receive the Good News. We give thanks for the many who have 
helped make Your church an instrument of divine mercy and care for us. May we not 
rest on their labors, but eagerly seek to proclaim the gospel of Jesus in our age. 
Grant us fresh understanding and renewed vision for the work of the harvest, that 
we, too, may be faithful to Your call, laboring selflessly by God’s grace. Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER   Dana Crawford 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever, Amen. 

 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 4:18-20 Pete Graham 
 The Message Translation (pg 22) 

 
SCRIPTURE John 21:1-6 Rev. Remick 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 883) 
 
REFLECTION “Hook, Line, and Sinker” Rev. Remick 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER   Rev. Remick 

 

A LITURGY OF FAREWELL (see below)  Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly, ACM 
 Greeting and Ending of Authorized Ministry 

Vows of Release and Prayer 
 

ANTHEM “I Know” Composed by Benji Cowart, 
  Hank Bentley, and Michael Weaver 
  Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham 
   

 Offertory Music “Swimming” 
  Composed and Recorded by Joseph Stillitano  
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Instrumental – Words are provided for your reflection.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Dana Crawford 
 Gracious God, we offer ourselves to You, that we might be a sign of Your power 

among us. May our labor and three-fold giving of money, time, and talent bring 
about further blessings for Your work; both in us, and in our neighborhoods. In the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Sue Remick 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace”  written by Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 Recorded by The CCW Virtual Music Group  
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you 
back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 
♪We would like to thank Jim Duncan for performing the Prelude and Postlude today. 
Dana Crawford served as Liturgist. 
 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

Matthew 4:18-20   The Message Translation 
18-20 Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later called Peter) 
and Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their nets into the lake. It was their regular work. Jesus 
said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll show you how to 
catch men and women instead of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask questions, but simply 
dropped their nets and followed. 
 

John 21:1-6              The New Revised Standard Version 
21 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin,[a] Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with 
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just after 
daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said 
to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, 
“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they 
were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26890a
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Prayers 
New Prayers: Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Bob Markert. 
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Gabe Leblanc; Sue Menzel’s brother Michael Lawton; Jerry Lyle; 
Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If 
you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
CELEBRATE REV. SUE’S LAST SUNDAY  

Please join us this morning following worship at 11:15 for a reception to celebrate Rev. Sue’s 
ministry at the church and wish her well on her next call.  All are invited! Thank you, Linda Birch. 

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 

We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 
on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours this summer. (Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm and Wednesday 
9am - Noon).  And of course, our Grocery Card Team is still here and always available for 
delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you all for continuing to support this important 
program for our church! 
 

COLLATION COORDINATOR 
The church is seeking a new Collation Coordinator who would organize and facilitate collations 
for weddings and funerals in our church.  If you are willing to perform this important position, 
please contact the church office for more details. 
 

FARMER’S MARKET 
 The farmer’s market, sponsored by The Rotary Club will be held on the front lawn of the church 

every Thursday, from 2pm – 6pm. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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LITURGY OF FAREWELL 
Greeting 

Church Leader: Our church community is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies are 
born. Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another. Loved ones and 
friends among us come to the end of their lives. Individuals move into our community 
and church life. Others leave us, growing toward new places, new experiences, new 
opportunities. It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of 
endings and beginnings. Today we share a farewell with our Interim pastor, the Rev. Sue 
Remick.  

Rev. Sue: I give thanks to God for the ways you have welcomed me, and journeyed with me as 
disciples of Christ. I pray for God’s blessing upon you. 

 
Ending of Authorized Ministry 
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: On January 1, 2019, this congregation called the Reverend 
Susan Olmsted Remick to serve as Interim Senior Minister here at the Congregational Church 
of Westborough. 
Rev. Sue: I thank the Congregational Church of Westborough, its members and friends, for the 

love, kindness and support shown me these last 2 1/2 years. I ask forgiveness for the 
mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been encouraged 
and accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 

Congregation: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that your time 
with us is ending. We express our gratitude for your ministry among us. We ask your 
forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not 
leave us at your departure. 

Rev. Sue: I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and our 
parting are pleasing to God.  

 
Vows of Release  
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: Do, you, the members and friends of the Congregational 

Church of Westborough, release the Rev. Sue Remick from the duties of Interim Senior 
Minister of the Congregational Church of Westborough? 

Congregation:  We do, with the help of God. 
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: Do you offer her your encouragement as her life and ministry 

unfolds in new ways? 
Congregation: We do, with the help of God. 
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: Do you, Rev. Sue Remick, release the Congregational Church of 

Westborough from turning to you and depending on you? 
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Rev. Sue: I do, with the help of God. 
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: Do you offer your encouragement for the continuing ministry 

here and on the relationship with another who will come to serve? 
Rev. Sue: I do, with the help of God. 
Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly: On behalf of the Central Association of the Southern New 

England Conference of the United Church of Christ, I witness to the words spoken: 
words of thankfulness, forgiveness, and release.  The member churches of our 
association and conference hold each of you in prayer. We pledge our support in the 
transitions signified in this service.  

 

Prayer 
Church Leader: Let us pray: 
All:  O God, we give thanks for remembered times, when we, together, have shared this 

life of faith. We thank You for the moments we have shared with Rev. Sue in 
worship, in prayer, and in presence. We pray that Rev. Sue will always be aware of 
Your Spirit’s guidance in her life and ministry.  Help each of us to trust the future 
which rests in Your care.  Guide us as we hold these cherished memories but move in 
new directions, until that time to come when we are completely one with You and 
with each other. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR   July 25
th
 – Aug 1

st 
 

July 25 Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship Service followed by reception for 

Rev. Sue 

 

July 26 Monday (office closed) 

6:30 PM Search Committee/Zoom 

 

July 27 Tuesday – Dinner at Dismas House 

 

July 28 Wednesday – no events 

  

July 29 Thursday – no events 

 

July 30 Friday – no events 

9AM- 12:30PM GSA Project/Vestry 

 

July 31 Saturday  

9AM- 12:30PM GSA Project/Vestry 

 

Aug 1 Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship Service  

 

 

 

 

 


