
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Communion Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the 

service if needed. 

 Pre-K – Grade 3: Will go to Summer Storytime in the nursery after 

the Children’s Time except on Communion Sundays, they will go 

after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with 

crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 
Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the 

room downstairs directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that 

we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and 

raised.  We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods 

and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

July 1, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  

 Communion Sunday/Fourth of July Weekend 

 

"For Freedom Christ has set us Free.  Stand firm therefore and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery."  - Galatians 5: 1 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: Come and Worship! Listen and hear, all you people of the book! There is one God who 

created all time and space. 

People: Our hope is in God who made heaven and earth and all people.  All creatures of 

the land and sea come from God. 

Leader: You shall love God with all your heart and soul.  You shall honor God with all your 

mind and strength. 

People: We will praise God as long as we live.  We will sing of God's glory all through our 

lives. 

Leader: A second commandment is like the first: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

ALL: God watches over strangers and widows and orphans.  We honor God by honoring 

these, our sisters and brothers.  

 

*OPENING SONG “Prince of Peace”  

 Led by Joyspring (see insert) 
 

(music can be found ALPHABETICALLY in the BLACK BINDERS in the pews) 

 

(Children pre-school aged through the 3
rd

 grade are invited to join “Summer Story Time” while 

students grade 4 and up will remain with their parents in worship.  Everyone else is invited to 

greet one another.) 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Bob Brown 

How easily we notice the sins of others, finding ways to criticize what they do or do not do.  How 

much harder it is to believe that we are sinners needing to turn from habits that separate us from 

God and set us against neighbors, nations and those who are different from us.  Let us seek God's 

forgiveness. 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we admit that all is not well with us as Your people and as a nation.  We are easily 

angered and slow to forgive.  We speak without listening and pretend to listen without 

really hearing.  Our tongues become weapons rather than instruments of healing.  We are 

more critical than helpful toward the poor and those who are different from us.  Hidden in 

our hearts are the attitudes that produce conflict, deceit, prejudice and violence.  Turn us 

around, O God of love, so we can accept Your forgiveness and learn to love ourselves as 

You love us, and learn to love all people as You love them.  We pray this in the very name of 

the One who taught us to pray, In Jesus name… 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God frees us from our human bondage to live by commandments that build up rather than tear 

down and destroy.  God offers us boundaries that liberate us from greed and false pride.  Our 

Creator draws us close that our hearts may find their true Home.  Praise God for the grace that 

saves us from our self-deceit and lifts us up to bear good fruit.  Thanks be to God for new 

beginnings.  Amen.  
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND RESPONSE 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Invitation:  Let us not forget that the bounty we enjoy as a nation is only loaned to us for a 

little while, to be managed to the glory of God.  Every generous act of giving is prompted by 

God's own generosity toward us.  We are invited to return the first fruits of our labors that, 

through the outreach of our church, God may accomplish much good for those who most 

need to know that someone cares.   
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory Anthem  “Oceans”  

  Led by Joyspring 
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 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Our hearts overflow with thanksgiving for all the bounty You entrust to our stewardship, O 

God of Love.  You have reached into the shadows, where we often flee, to rescue us and give 

us Your work to do.  As You have freed us from the chains of sin, we seek to offer healing to 

others as we listen and share and do.  Bless our offering of self and substance, we pray.  

Amen. 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURES 2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (Pew Bible page 939) 

 John 15:12-17 (Pew Bible page 878) 
 

SERMON Let Freedom Ring! Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

  & Rev. Bob Brown 

(Communion at our church is always served with gluten free bread.) 
 

*HYMN #619                                “My Life Flows On” HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Life Giving God, we thank You that we have been fed at Your table and pray that we in 

turn, bring this love and nourishment to others in Your name.  Such Love is too great for 

us, we cannot attain it, but with Your Grace, all things are possible.  Thank You! Amen. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 BLESSING:   May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

 RESPONSE:   And also with you. 
 

(We are all invited to pass the peace of Christ to each other now.) 
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*CLOSING SONG “Lighthouse  by Rend Collective 

  Led by Joyspring 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE  

 

We welcome Rev. Bob Brown who is helping to officiate today’s service. 

Harry Cook greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Linda Birch and Chris Murphy are Deacons of the day. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR JULY 1, 2018 

Bereavement: Cathie Achorn and family upon the passing of her Aunt Carol Mumby Webster. 
Continued Prayers: The Mexican families in the ICE detention camps, especially all the young children;  
David Luppi, husband of Donna Morgan’s niece Lara; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa 
Dickinson; Jim Young (friend of Tom Erwin); Donald Gray (Betty Gray’s brother had heart surgery); 
Carroll and Marcia Hoffman; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Dick Birch; Lois Gray &family (sister-
in-law of Betty Gray). 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 
Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 
prayer renewed, please call the church office.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
The office hours for the week of July 2

nd
 will be Tues & Fri  9AM – 1PM.  Then summer hours for July 

and August will be Wednesday and Thursday 9 AM – 1 PM, beginning the week of July 9
th

. 
 

 
CALLING ALL SUMMER MUSICIANS! 

During summer worship we invite anyone in the congregation who would like to share their gift of music 
during a Sunday service in July or August. If you would like to take a Sunday, please speak to Clayton after 
church or email him at claytonlh1@gmail.com. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – AUG 6
TH

 – 10
TH

  
Please note the Westborough Vacation bible School registrations should be sent in hopefully by next 
week; Certainly before July 8.  Remember children with full time volunteers can go free.  Registration 
forms are on the Mission table downstairs.  The theme is about how God rescues us in so many ways.  The 
mornings 9-12 noon are filled with workshops of crafts, games, and discussions.  There are children from 
several churches who come and we always have a great time.   Call Marilyn Lyle if you have any questions. 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:claytonlh1@gmail.com
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NURSERY POSITION AVAILABLE 
We are looking for a compassionate, loving person to watch over our little ones in the nursery, starting in 
September.  This is a paid position, at $20/hr, and will be from 9:30-11:30 Sunday mornings.  Speak to 
Pastor Paul or Wendy Reardon for more information. 

 
FARMERS’ MARKET  

From now until September, the Dismas House Farmers’ Market will be on the church lawn on Thursdays, 
from 2-6 pm. We are always looking for volunteers to help with the market.  If you are a student in need 
of community service hours or someone with a mission heart we have an opportunity for you.  Please 
email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com.  See you at the market! 

 
MEN’S SOFTBALL 

The next game is home against Cornerstone Church of Blackstone Valley tomorrow night at 6pm!  Here 
are a few more upcoming games: 
July 9 – Medway Village Church (home) 
July 16 --  Faith Baptist Auburn (Home) 
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK WEEK COMING JULY 15-22
ND

! 
Once again, we will be inviting people in church to help serve meals and stay overnight at the family 
shelter of the Interfaith Hospitality Network in Worcester.  We hope you can help. Look for the sign-up 
sheet on the missions table downstairs, and sign up to either cook a meal or stay overnight.  You will be 
glad you did! 

 

GROCERY CARDS 
2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $ 2,900.00 

Hungry? We’re worried that you might be as we look at our year to date profit! We hope that you’ll eat 
healthy, shop locally, and always have a grocery card in your pocket - even for those last minute items. 
Bring your checkbook to church on Sunday or stop by the Church office. We’ll be ready for you. Thanks! 
Or contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 
or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 
DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 
House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 
millarhutch@aol.com.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards are greatly appreciated to help with the 
shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs? Please look for the 
sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table. Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

 
 

mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Directory of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petergrahamiam@icloud.com 
Office hours: Last two weeks in June - Mon closed, Tues-Thurs. 9-1  

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

Jul 1 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Summer Storytime   

Jul 2 Monday 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Jul 3 Tuesday  
10:00 AM Whitney Place Service 
10:30 AM Beaumont Service 
11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 
 

Jul 4 Wednesday  
 

Jul 5 Thursday 
10:30 AM Westborough Health Care 
2PM-6PM Farmer’s Market  
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm  

Dismas House Dinner 
 

Jul 6 Friday (no events)  
 

Jul 7 Saturday (no events)  
 

Jul 8 Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Summer Storytime  
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