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Open and Affirming Sunday 

 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that all people are 
created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we strive for justice and 
equality for all. We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian 
community, actively expressing our belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in 
Christ, ready to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 
Our morning begins at 9:30 AM for early birds who wish to join us for a brief hello before worship. 
At 9:45 AM, all cameras and microphones will be deactivated  
Scrolling announcements  will provide information for you. 
At 9:58 AM, we will center ourselves with a Prelude as we prepare to begin worship. 
At 10:00 AM, we will begin with our church bells and a welcome to our Facebook/Cable community. 

 
The Zoom audience will be invited on after we have the benediction and song for virtual greetings. 

(Please sign up for our weekly ENEWS bulletin and announcements 
by contacting us at westboroucc@verizon.net) 

You can also watch the service on Westborough TV on Mondays at 6:00 PM. Tell your friends! 

  

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

  

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com  

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

Bonne Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   
Office hours: WE ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

We will check our messages as often as we can. 
Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

ONLINE SERVICE 
 

          June 28, 2020                                                                                                          Open and Affirming Sunday   
   

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP   
 

SIGN IN   (Early birds will be invited in for this Pre-Worship time) 9:30 - 9:45 AM 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (SCROLLED ONLINE FOR YOU) 9:45 AM 
 

  INVITING THE WORD 
PRELUDE TO CENTER US  9:58 AM 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME OF COMMUNITY AND WORSHIP LEADERS Rev. Sue O. Remick 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Adapted from (KFR, 2020) Open and Affirming Coalition Sue Menzel  Sue Menzel 
 

One: We come, representing all the majesty of creation 
Sue: Diverse and beautiful, blessed and beloved, all made in the image of God. 
One: We come, Transgender, Nonbinary, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Intersex, Gay, Queer, and Ally. 
Sue: Diverse and beautiful, blessed and beloved, all made in the image of God. 
One: We come, to deliver our joined prayers of hope.  
Pete: We come, a people mourning, recovering from the ravages of the Covid-19 pandemic and the 

pandemic of institutionalized racism. 
One: We come, knowing You care for us 
Pete: We come as diverse and beautiful, blessed and beloved, all made in the image of God. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION      Adapted from O&A Coalition, (KFR, 2020) Pete Graham 
 Holy God, we long for Your peace, and trust in Your promise; we hear Your call to turn toward You, to 

change our lives and welcome You in.  Meet us here and fill our minds with Your wisdom and our 
hearts with Your peace, that our worship together may open us to the challenge of Your dream of 
wholeness for all.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
RECEIVING THE WORD 

 

 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 139: 13-16  Rev. Remick 
 (See below for text)  
 

REFLECTION “B.O.A.” Rev. Remick 
 

MUSICAL PIECE “This is Me”  
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

MOMENT FOR QUIET REFLECTION  Rev. Remick 
 

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE  Rev. Remick 
 



OFFERING                      (Please share your offerings in our chat) Pete Graham 

    PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
 

CLOSING SONG   
    
   
The service is ended – Please wait while we invite you back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR    
You are invited to remain online for our social time following the worship service.  When recording and live 
streaming has ended, our moderators will enable you to turn on your microphone and camera.  This process 
may take a few minutes, but we will get to everyone as soon as we can. 
 

SCRIPTURE          PSALM 139: 13-16  
Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; 
    you formed me in my mother’s womb. 
I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking! 
    Body and soul, I am marvelously made! 
    I worship in adoration—what a creation! 
You know me inside and out, 
    you know every bone in my body; 
You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit, 
    how I was sculpted from nothing into something. 
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth; 
    all the stages of my life were spread out before you, 
The days of my life all prepared 
    before I’d even lived one day. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Bereavement: Family and friends of Nancy Landers upon her passing on May 31st. 
New Prayers: Marge Butcher 
Continued Prayers:  Judy Oliver; Joe Harrington and others whose spirits are down from being isolated; Cathie Achorn’s 
sister-in-law and brother, Lorie and Phil and others who have lost their homes in the Michigan floods;  Carla Whitlow, 
co-worker of Janet Rivard; Betty Gray’s nephew Brendan & his family; Dorothy Collins. 
Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If 
you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  JUNE 28, 2020 
 

 

IHN HOSTING – JULY 12TH – 18TH  
We are still set to volunteer at the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) in Worcester July 12 - 18. They currently have 3 
families living there but they should have a 4th family in there by our week. I understand that some of you may be 
worried about coronavirus but the families living there are more in danger from us than we are from them. They have 
not gone anywhere. Please prayerfully consider volunteering during this upcoming week. There are some folks who are 
‘regulars’, who are unable to due to being in the vulnerable population. We NEED new volunteers. It’s very easy work 
and very helpful for these families. They also love when younger folks with kids volunteer. I, personally, will go with 
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anyone to show you the ropes if you don’t want to go alone your first time. I will send out more information in the 
upcoming weeks and look for information on Facebook page and Instagram! Contact me, Megan Huber, at 
meganhuber@aol.com or text at 508-212-8297 to sign up or for more information. Thank you for all you do for our 
church and our community.       Megan Huber, on behalf of our Missions Team. 

 
WORKCAMP UPDATE FROM MISSIONS 

Your Mission Team is Announcing a new fundraising campaign for Group Mission Trips, the organization that runs our 
beloved Workcamp Trips!  

 The first $1000 in donations raised by our Congregation will be matched by an anonymous donor from our 
Church.  

Please send your donations to our Church and note "GROUP MISSIONS MATCH CAMPAIGN".  
 This summer will be the first time in 30 years that Group is not sending thousands of volunteers throughout the world 
to help people in need. Covid-19 has impacted all of us and is changing the way we live life and do ministry. Postponing 
summer mission trips means that they have zero income when their normal budget is nearly 6 million.  
 

As many of you know, our Church had begun the process of preparing to host a Workcamp in Westborough in 2021. 
Losing all that revenue means Group has had to drastically change their current situation to survive. They recently laid 
off/furloughed a large portion of their staff, retaining a small core team with the competency and experience to carry 
their ministry and required tasks successfully into 2021.  
 

Our 2020 Workcamp has been postponed until 2021, and our 2021 hosting plans are also on hold, but this Mission of 
our Church will still continue.  Our Mission Team voted to designate funds in support of Group Mission Trips at our last 
meeting, and has partnered with Group to help keep moving them forward.  
 

How can YOU help?  
 

1. PRAY! Please keep Group Mission Trips consistently in your prayers. Group knows God has this all figured out, and are 
buoyed in their faith as well as ours, knowing they’re being prayed for by others who love this ministry.  
 

2. DONATE: Would you prayerfully consider sending in a donation to help Group keep going as we prepare for next 
summer?  The first $1000 in donations raised by our Congregation will be matched by an anonymous donor from our 
Church.  
 

Please send your donations to our Church and note "GROUP MISSIONS MATCH CAMPAIGN".   
 

3. INVEST: Please consider investing. Group has created a new opportunity for individuals to invest financially into their 
organization with a healthy return on investment in 24 months. If you or someone you know would be willing to 
consider an investment of $25,000 or more, they would  like to send you their business plan, cash flow analysis, and 
investment opportunity packet. If you or someone you know is interested, email tgilmour@groupmissiontrips.com  
 

“God will make way, where there seems to be no way He moves in ways we cannot see, he will make a way for me…”  
 

Thank you, Kathy Reynolds 
NOMINATING 

The Nominating Committee and the other boards and committees want to thank all those who volunteered to join in 
our various endeavors.  The Board of Deacons is still understaffed, so please consider helping out.  Contact Betty Gray, 
366-1039, or Dave Smith, 366-8174, to learn more. 

 
VIRTUAL VBS – AUG 3rd – 7th   

ROCKY RAILWAY: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.  Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway!  On this faith-
filled adventure, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s ups and downs.  See our website for the 
registration forms.   http://www.uccwestboro.org/growing-in-our-faith/faith-formation  

 
CARING CIRCLES 

The Board of Deacons, with the help of volunteers, has begun reaching out by phone and email to our church 
membership. The church is divided by neighborhoods within Westborough precincts and by town for our out of town 
folks. We enjoy talking with you by phone or email messaging. It is a great way to stay in touch. 
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There is still the opportunity for another volunteer or two to assist with the contacts to some of our members who live 
outside of Westborough. If this is something you might be interested in, please contact Elaine Moore for more 
information.   Thanks!   Elaine Moore  508-366-8585 or elainemoore7777@gmail.com  

 
PRAYER CHAIN 

During this time of separations, please do not forget to contact the prayer chain for prayers  
at eprayers@uccwestboro.org 

 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  

Thank you to all who have been able to keep your pledges and giving coming. It helps us to keep our ministry going as 
well as continue to support our staff and our missions. If however, you are facing any financial hardships, please contact 
Rev. Sue. We do have some resources and want you to receive help if needed.   

 
WATCH CHURCH SERVICE ON CABLE TV 

For those of you who want to watch our Sunday online worship services on your TV, they are being broadcast by 
Westborough TV on cable channels :                     Monday Evenings at 6pm 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 
 
 

TOWN FUND FOR COVID-19 
The Westborough Covid-19 Community Fund is actively seeking donations to support Westborough residents who have 
been severely impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic. The fund is requesting contributions in any amount. Proceeds will 
be distributed directly through awards to local non-profit organizations that provide essential services to Westborough 
residents. 
The Westborough COVID-19 Community Fund's mission is to support residents in Westborough who are 
disproportionately affected by the Coronavirus outbreak. These include:  

 Frontline and essential workers  
 Seniors  
 People with food insecurity  
 People with disabilities  
 People with housing instability  

The Fund is designed to be adaptable in its goals and focus, which will evolve as local nonprofit organizations and 
community members share their needs. 
 

Tax deductible donations can be made by a secure credit card transaction or by check: 
 Credit Card - https://bit.ly/WBCovidFund 
 Check – Please make your check payable to the "Westborough Rotary Fund, Inc." and write "Covid-19" in the 

memo line. Please mail your check to: 
Westborough Rotary Fund 
c/o Central One Federal Credit Union 
40 South Street 
Westborough, MA 01581 
 
 

mailto:elainemoore7777@gmail.com
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
http://www.westboroughtv.org/
https://www.westboroughrotary.org/page/covid-19
https://bit.ly/WBCovidFund

