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TRINITY SUNDAY  
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

  

https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

  
JUNE 12, 2022 TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
  

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     (Based on Psalm 113 and Hannah’s Song) Rachel Graham 
 

Leader: Come now and praise the Lord.  O come, all you people, and praise the Lord, our 
rock. 

People: From the rising of the sun to its setting, praised be the name of the Lord, who 
raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to give 
them a place at the table with all of God’s people. 

Leader: Who is like our God, who welcomes all, and gathers us together in God’s 
sanctuary, from every background and place, from every race, identity, and 
creed? 

People: The Lord brings strength to the weary, sustenance to the hungry, and comfort 
to the forlorn.   

Leader:  Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 
People: Come now and praise the Lord. 

 
*OPENING SONG #561 “It Is Well with My Soul” VILLE DU HAVRE 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION       from jesusscribbles.wordpress.com Rachel Graham 
 Majestic Creator, God before time, we find you in the heavens above us:  Light beyond 

light, our beginning before all beginnings.  God With Us, we find you here on earth, all 
around us:  You make your home in our fellowship and communion, our daily bread, and 
in your church, the body of Christ.  Spirit of Pentecostal fire, Holy Ghost, we find you 
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burning in truth, ministering with comfort, and interceding with us with sighs too deep 
for words.  Stretch our imaginations!  Open our eyes to see you in your majesty above 
us, your mystery around us, and your Spirit always with us. This we pray as you taught 
us, saying... 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Rachel Graham 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Deuteronomy 31:7-8 Rachel Graham 
  NRSV (Pew Bible page 164) 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Joshua 3:9-17 Rachel Graham 
  NRSV (Pew Bible page 170) 
 

SERMON  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “I’m Just A Poor Wayfarin’ Stranger” American Fox Tunes 
 Festival Ringers Arr. Tammy Waldrop 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation    
   
 Offertory “All My Hope” Composed by David Crowder/

 Chancel Choir Ed Cash 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
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*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  by Joanna Harader (spaciousfaith.com) Rachel Graham 
 Holy One, you have given yourself to us in Creator, in Christ, in the Spirit. We now give 
back to you: this money that seems so little; this worship that seems so small; these 
words that never quite get it right.  Receive what we offer and transform it by the power 
of your Spirit into: enough money, sufficient praise, worthy words for proclaiming and 
enacting your peace, justice, and love in the world.  Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH  Rich Lord, Steve Achorn 
 

A LITURGY OF FAREWELL 
GREETING  Rich Lord 
 

  RICH LORD: Our church community is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies are 
born. Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another.  Loved ones and 
friends among us come to the end of their lives. Individuals move into our community 
and church life. Others leave us, growing toward new places, new experiences, new 
opportunities.  It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of 
endings and beginnings.  Today we share a farewell with our Bridge Interim Minister, 
Pete Graham. 

 
ENDING OF MINISTRY 
 

  PETE GRAHAM:  I give thanks to God for the Congregational Church of Westborough, its 
members and friends, for the love, kindness and support shown to me these last 
years.  I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  I am grateful for the ways my 
leadership has been encouraged and accepted.  As I leave, I carry with me all that I 
have learned here.  

 

  CONGREGATION:  We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that your 
time with us is ending.   We express our gratitude for your ministry among us. We 
ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.   Your influence on our faith and faithfulness 
will not leave us at your departure. 

 

  PETE GRAHAM:  I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together 
and our parting are pleasing to God.  
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VOWS OF RELEASE  Linda Birch, Steve Achorn 
 

  LINDA BIRCH:  Do, you, the members and friends of the Congregational Church of 
Westborough, release Pete Graham from the duties of Interim Senior Minister of the 
Congregational Church of Westborough? 

 

  CONGREGATION:  We do, with the help of God. 
 

  LINDA BIRCH:  Do you offer him your encouragement as his life and ministry unfolds in new 
ways? 

  CONGREGATION:  We do, with the help of God. 
 

  STEVE ACHORN:  Do you, Pete Graham, release the Congregational Church of Westborough 
from turning to you and depending on you? 

 

  PETE GRAHAM:  I do, with the help of God. 
 

  STEVE ACHORN:  Do you offer your encouragement for the continuing ministry here and on 
the relationship with another who will come to serve? 

 

  PETE GRAHAM:  I do, with the love of God. 
 
PRAYER   Roland Regnier 
 

  ROLAND REGNIER:  Let us pray: 
 

  CONGREGATION:  O God, we give thanks for remembered times, when we, together, 
have shared this life of faith. We thank You for the moments we have shared with 
Pete in worship, in prayer, and in presence.  We pray that Pete will always be 
aware of Your Spirit’s guidance in his life and ministry.  Help each of us to trust the 
future which rests in Your care.  Guide us as we hold these cherished memories but 
move in new directions, until that time to come when we are completely one with 
You and with each other. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 

*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 
*BENEDICTION   
 

The plants at today’s service are to honor and say good-bye to our Interim Bridge 
Minister Pete Graham and Rachel, Brian, Jason, and Nate on this, their last Sunday with 
us. 
 
Rachel Graham served as liturgist today. 
Deacons of the Day are Steve Achorn and Theresa DiMeo 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
  

Deuteronomy 31:7-8 (New Revised Standard Version) 
7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: ‘Be strong and bold, for 
you are the one who will go with this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to their 
ancestors to give them; and you will put them in possession of it. 8 It is the Lord who goes before 
you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’ 
 
Joshua 3:9-17 (New Revised Standard Version) 
9 Joshua then said to the Israelites, ‘Draw near and hear the words of the Lord your 
God.’ 10 Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail 
will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, 
and Jebusites: 11 the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you 
into the Jordan. 12 So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each 
tribe. 13 When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the 
earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut 
off; they shall stand in a single heap.’ 
 
14 When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark 
of the covenant were in front of the people. 15 Now the Jordan overflows all its banks 
throughout the time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and 
the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16 the waters 
flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside 
Zarethan, while those flowing towards the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. 
Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 While all Israel were crossing over on dry 
ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the 
middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan. 

 

 

Prayers 
 

Bereavement:  Family and friends of Joan Gates who passed away on Friday morning. 
Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan 
Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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ZOOM LINK 
The Farewell Luncheon for Peter and Rachel Graham will begin with a 45-minute program, 
starting at 11:15.   This will be available on Zoom, using the same link and meeting/password 
information used for this Sunday’s service. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85224862000?pwd=ejBOVmU2aTRRN2tpMGJpODlXeit4Zz09 
Passcode: 148668 

 
CALL TO ANNUAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES MEETING 

The Annual Boards and Committees Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will 
be held Sunday, June 26, 2022, following the church service.  The purpose of the meeting is as 
follows: 
1. To hear and act upon the reports of the officers, staff and various Boards and Committees. 
2.  To elect officers and approve members of Boards and Committees for the period July 1, 2022, 
to June 30, 2025, and to fill any vacancies. 
3. To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

Submitted by David R. Smith, Church Clerk 
 

ANNAUAL BOARDS & COMMITTEES MEETING – JUNE 26th 
If you are responsible for a report, please email it to the church office at 
westboroucc@verizon.net no later than Monday, June 13th. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  HABITAT WORKDAY - JUNE 25TH 
On June 25th we will return to Worcester to help complete three housing units.  There will be 
plenty of work to do for all skill levels and skilled volunteers to help us with any tasks where a 
specific skill is required.  We worked on the units in the Fall (mostly outside) and we anticipate 
much of the remaining work will be on the inside.  All tools are provided, or you can bring your 
own.  Youth 16 and up can join in.  The workday starts at 8 a.m. and clean-up starts at about 
3:30 p.m.    There will be a sign-up sheet in the vestry.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Pam Faustine  pfaustine@princeton-ma.us. 

 
IHN HOSTING  

In the Hour of Need (IHN) Family Shelter - our next hosting week will be July 10 - 16th.  There 
are two ways to help - either as a dinner host from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. or an overnight host 
from 8:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. (weekdays) or 8:30 a.m. on weekends.  You do not have to make 
dinner as the families usually make their own dinner.  Playing games with the children is always 
popular or just hanging out to see if anyone needs some assistance.  The overnight shift is 
usually very quiet as the children are in bed early.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the vestry or 
contact Pam Faustine at pfaustine@princeton-ma.us. 


