
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main St, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 

May 26, 2019 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth 

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
May 26, 2019                                                                                                                                 10:00 AM 

Memorial Day Sunday/Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 INVITING THE WORD 
PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  Wendy Reardon 
 
*GREETING   

(Please remember to take the time to sign the pads in the pews) 
 

*HYMN #722 “This is My Song” FINLANDIA 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Elaine Moore 
Leader: We come, drawn by the presence of God, into that community called faith: 
PEOPLE: Where the hungry are served first; Where the thirsty drink life’s water. 
Leader: We come, for God gathers us, into that haven called hope: 
PEOPLE: Where the despairing are clothed in robes of comfort; Where the stranger is 

embraced as one held dear. 
Leader: We come, with hearts full of song, into that home called grace: 
PEOPLE: Where the signs of God’s promise surround us; Where the Good Shepherd seeks out 

every last sheep. 
Leader: We come, welcomed with open arms, into that family called love: 
PEOPLE: Where all are welcomed, all are valued, all are needed, and where we worship God 

together as one. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated)  Pete Graham 
God of Remembrance, we gather this morning in worship, in prayer, and in fellowship of heart 
and mind.  We remember the traditions of our ancestors that have been passed down to us 
that we participate in this morning: our traditions of singing, sharing, lifting up one another in 
prayer, reading the ancient Scriptures and proclaiming Your Living Story in word and deed. We 
remember on this day all men and women who have served our country, and we remember 
around the world our brothers and sisters of different nations, cultures and languages.  We 
remember that in Christ we are one.  Let there be peace on earth and may it begin with us.  
Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE Joshua 1:9 Elaine Moore 
 (Pew Bible page 169) 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH’S MESSAGE  Wendy Reardon 
(Children and youth may leave now to go to Faith Formation) 
 
ANTHEM "If You're Reading This" by Tim McGraw and 
  Brad and Brett Warren 
 
SCRIPTURE Joshua 3:14, 4:9 Rev. Sue Remick 
 (Pew Bible page 170) 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated)  
# 323  Wonderful Words of Life 

Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; 
Let me more of there beauty see, wonderful words of life. 

Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty; 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

 
SERMON “Ages Past and Years to Come” Pete Graham 
 
MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated.) 

#289   What Is This Place 
What is this place where we are meeting?  Only a house, the 

earth its floor, walls and a roof sheltering people, windows for 
light, an open door.  Yet it becomes a body that lives when 

we are gathered here, and know our God is near. 
 
 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Remick 
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MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated.) 
#566   Be Still, My Soul 

Be still, my soul:  for God will undertake 
to guide the future surely as the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still my soul:  the waves and winds still know 
the voice that calmed them in this world below. 

 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Elaine Moore 
 

Invitation:  God is the Giver of life, Christ is the Gift sent to share our life, and the Holy Spirit the 
power that enables us to continue in generosity, justice and joy.  Let us open our hearts and our 
lives to God and one another. 
 
Chancel Choir Anthem "Prayer for My Country," by Penny Rodriguez 
 
*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) Psalm 36 Elaine Moore 
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness to the clouds.  We, Your 
people, take refuge in the shadow of Your wing.  We feast on the abundance of Your house, 
and drink from the river of Your delights.  Accept these humble gifts of praise.  May they be of 
good use in the building of Your world of love and justice.  Amen. 
 
*DEACON’S CALL  Elaine Moore 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #67 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ST. ANNE 
 
*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 
*POSTLUDE (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship 
  service settle in your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly) 
 
Diane and Steve Lindberg greeted you this morning. 
Elaine Moore served as Liturgist. 
Marketa Rosecka and Rhona Naddamba are Deacons of the day. 
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You are welcome to join us as we lay flowers on the grave of our founding pastor,  

Ebenezer Parkman after the service! 
 

 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAY 26, 2019 
Bereavement: Chuck Soule and his family on the death of his wife Elna on May 13. They were members of 
the church for many years. 
New Prayers: Cathie Achorn recovering from knee surgery. 
Continued Prayers: Marge Butcher’s great nephew C.J. Harris is at Children’s Hospital recovering from a 
bone marrow transplant; Betty Gray’s sister-in-law and brother Don; Alexis Lovely and family; Gini Erwin; 
Tom Morgan’s brother, Dave; Marilyn Lyle’s sister Sharon in hospice; Homelyn Augustin; Wendy 
Reardon’s mother, Sandy; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda 
Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

 

 

 

 
FARMER’S MARKET OPENING JUNE 6

th
 

The Dismas House Farmers’ Market will return to the church lawn on Thursday, June 
6th, from 12-5 pm for its 9

th
 season.  Bring your reusable bags and join the fun.  You’ll 

find your old favorites and new vendors to discover.  Yummy Mummy Brownies, Five 
Loaves Bakery, Ackermann Maple Syrup, local farms Nourse and Harvey’s. We’ll have 
weekly live music, including our own Joe Stillitano, and crafts for the kids. 

 

Follow the farm activity on Instagram: dismashouseofma, Facebook: @the.dismas.house or 
www.eatfresh01581.  You may find out more about Dismas House or sign up before June 1

st
 for their 

weekly CSA at www.dismasisfamily.org .   
 

If you are a student in need of community service hours or a part time summer job, we may have an 
opportunity for you. Please email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com.  See you at the market! 

 
ANNAUAL BOARDS & COMMITTEES MEETING – JUNE 16

th
 

We will have our Annual Boards and Committees meeting on Sunday, June 16
th 

at 11:30am in the chapel. 
We will elect new officers for the year, and consider our budget for the rest of the year. All members and 
friends of the church are welcome.  If you are responsible for a report, please email it to the church office 
at westboroucc@verizon.net no later than Monday, June 3rd. 

 
THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BLOOD DRIVE 

Thank you so much for once again helping to make these Blood Drives in Honor of Corinne, the great 
community events they have become.  This was our best May drive yet.  The American Red Cross 
collected 97 units of blood, 7 units over goal.  All of your efforts are greatly appreciated in so many ways.  
Hope to “See you in September”!  With Love and Gratitude, Anita and Kaity Lawler 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjnk_iUq7TiAhWRzlkKHT4BBbEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://101clipart.com/dividing-line-clip-art/&psig=AOvVaw32aOLCdsNzQ1VjIIdftQWT&ust=1558793121122693
http://www.eatfresh01581/
http://www.dismasisfamily.org/
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
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NOMINATING NEWS 
The Nominating Committee urges you to get involved and learn more about the internal workings of the 
church and make new friends.  The new program year begins on July 1.  Terms are generally for three 
years, but one can try a position for a year to see if the group’s activities are a good fit.  To learn more 
about these positions or to volunteer, please call Betty Gray (508-366-1039) or Dave Smith (508-366-
8174). 
 

 

DEACONS REQUEST FOR USHERS 
The Deacons would like to invite anyone who would like to be on a new “Usher Committee” to serve on 
an ongoing basis for Sunday worship services.  Duties would be to greet congregants as they enter the 
sanctuary, hand them a bulletin, and collect the offering.  The committee members would serve on a 
rotating basis once or twice per month.  If this is something you would be interested in, please speak to a 
Deacon or you may call or email Elaine Moore at 508-366-8585 or elainemoore7777@gmail.com. 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

2019  Goal:  $ 8,000                       2019  YTD:  $ 2,464.50 
 

The Grocery Card Fundraising Project supports the Operation Budget of our Church. You can purchase gift 
cards each Sunday after worship or during church office hours.  Or we’d love to add your name to our 
delivery list. That’s right! We’ll bring your Grocery Cards right to your home. Our delivery service is fast, 
easy, and friendly! Just contact us. Thanks!  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or 
Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com 
and 366.5169. 
 
 

                                                    FLOWER COMMITTEE 
It’s always nice to have special flowers on the chancel! If you would like to dedicate flowers in 
honor or in memory of another individual, please put your name next to the Sunday you want 
on the flower chart in the vestry or speak to one of the flower committee members.  There are 
instructions on a table near the flower chart.    

 
 
 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

mailto:elainemoore7777@gmail.com
mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157
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CALENDAR FOR  MAY 26
th 

 -  JUNE 2
nd

  
 

 May 26 Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

  

May 27 Monday - Memorial Day (office closed) 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 

 

                            

 

May 28 Tuesday  

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 

7-9 PM BSA/Library 

 

May 29 Wednesday – Evangel Published 

10:30 AM Staff Meeting 

6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring Rehearsal 

 

May 30 Thursday 

9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

1:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm 

 

May 31 Friday (no schedule events) 

 

Jun 1 Saturday  

8:30-3:30 All Church Clean-up Day 

 

Jun 2 Communion Sunday  

 10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

 11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 

 2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uxMykad4a0hEsM&tbnid=2nx3Du3WoNDhdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://imsellingstuff.com/patriotic-star-flag-bunting-stars-and-stripes-clip-art/&ei=9GufUR_FydIB0L-AsA0&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFoIGYzdiwITs_bguAwBNRbVhZzHw&ust=1369488728080660
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uxMykad4a0hEsM&tbnid=2nx3Du3WoNDhdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://imsellingstuff.com/patriotic-star-flag-bunting-stars-and-stripes-clip-art/&ei=9GufUR_FydIB0L-AsA0&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFoIGYzdiwITs_bguAwBNRbVhZzHw&ust=1369488728080660
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uxMykad4a0hEsM&tbnid=2nx3Du3WoNDhdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://imsellingstuff.com/patriotic-star-flag-bunting-stars-and-stripes-clip-art/&ei=9GufUR_FydIB0L-AsA0&bvm=bv.47008514,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFoIGYzdiwITs_bguAwBNRbVhZzHw&ust=1369488728080660
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=by4a2o_lhJN_gM&tbnid=E8KSm8pc186dyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://centralpa.suddenvalues.com/sudden/campaigns/view.cfm?cid=129836&ei=x1uaUeTEJrK44AOn6oDwDQ&bvm=bv.46751780,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHomGe38kmgbMkkuUAJny80oF7RvQ&ust=1369156750000448

