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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

  

https://unsplash.com/@nitish007?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
 

        May 22, 2022 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
  

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP from the Iona Abbey Worship Book Ted Jaworski 
Leader: The world belongs to God, 
People: The Earth and all its people. 
Leader: How good it is, how wonderful, 
People: To live together in unity. 
Leader:  Love and faith come together, 
People: Justice and peace join hands. 
Leader:  If Christ’s disciples keep silent 
People: These stones would shout aloud. 
Leader:  Open our lips, O God, 
People: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 

*OPENING SONG #221 “The Strife is O’er” VICTORY 

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION    from Connections: Worship Companion (Year C, Vol. 1) Ted Jaworski 
 Eternal God, you are the beginning, and you are the end.  You are the source, and you 

are the destination.  You are the spring of the waters of our lives.  And you are the sea 
toward which we flow.  We pray that you would send your Holy Spirit to fall upon our 
lives again today.  Refresh our faith, renew our course, and help us live for you.  We 
pray as you taught us, saying... 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Ted Jaworski 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 16:9-15 Ted Jaworski 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 900) 
 

SERMON  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Amazing Grace” NEW BRITAIN 

  Festival Ringers Arr. By Sandra Eithun 
  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Pete Graham 
 Invitation  
  

 Offertory “Sun Sparkles” Composed and Performed by
  Joseph Stillitano 

 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) by Carol Penner Ted Jaworski 
 Giver of all good things, let your grace flow through us; a generous stream, unstoppable, 
refreshing, abundant.  We release these gifts into your river of love, 

 flowing out to all the world. Amen. 
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BEING THE CHURCH   
 

*CLOSING SONG #218 “Thine is the Glory” MACCABEUS 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 

Thank you to Judy Ellis for serving as our pianist today. 
 
Ted Jaworski serves as liturgist this morning. 
Deacons of the Day are Darvin Kapitz and Pam Faustine 
 

The service is ended –Please join us on Zoom for a few moments of fellowship online after the 
service. 
          
 
 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS   
    

Acts 16:9-15 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately 

tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 
news to them. 
 

11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside 
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of 
God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 

opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 
stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.             
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Prayers 
 

New Prayers:  Joan Gates  
Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan 
Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

WESTBOROUGH INTERFAITH SPRING CONCERT -TODAY 
 
 

 
  
 

YOUTH SUNDAY JUNE 5TH  
Join us on June 5 for a celebration of our children and youth.  Members of Faith Formation will 
be leading us in worship, and we need volunteers!  If your child/youth would like to participate 
in the Youth Sunday service, please email Amy Glennon (amyjglennon@gmail.com) or Lori Fox 
(lfox1776@gmail.com) as soon as possible. 

 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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BACCALAUREATTE SUNDAY – JUNE 5TH 
Have a graduate in your family?  We are collecting names of this year’s graduates 
in our church community so that they can be honored for their achievement on 
June 5.  If you have a graduate in your family, please email the office at 

westboroucc@verizon.net by May 30 with the following info: 
-Student’s name 
-School graduating from (high school, vocational - school, college, etc.)  
-Any degrees achieved or honors received 
-School going to (name & location) or Military   affiliation, etc.  
-Parent’s name 

 
 

FAREWELL PARTY - SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022, 11:30AM 
Join us for a celebration to say Goodbye and Thank You to Pastor Pete and Rachel Graham for 
their years of service to our church. Sunday, June 12th will be Pete and Rachel’s last day with us 
so don’t miss this fun event!  There will be a fantastic catered lunch by Chef Du Jour and 
presentations.   RSVP to Cathie Achorn by June 5th.  Text or email Cathie at 508-380-8671 or  
camachorn@aol.com 
 

FELLOWSHIP HELP NEEDED 
Friends, please consider signing up for Fellowship as we have no one signed up at all.  The sign-
up sheet is in the vestry. PLEASE! WE NEED YOU! 

 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

            Year to Date Profit:  $ 1704.50                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
 

mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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MAY 22ND - MAY 27TH 
 

 May 22 Sunday 
 10:00 AM Worship Service  
 2:00 PM Interfaith Clergy concert (Zoom) 
 

 May 23 Monday 
 6:30 PM Cub Scout 100/Vestry  
 7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

 May 24 Tuesday  
 6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
  Dismas House Dinner 
    

 May 25 Wednesday  
 9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
 3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
 6:30-8:15 PM Chancel Choir 
 

 May 26 Thursday 
 6:00 PM BSA Court of Honor/Sanctuary & Vestry 
 

 May 27 Friday  
 

 May 28 Saturday 
 Noon BSA Court of Honor 
   
 May 29 Memorial Day Sunday  
 10:00 AM Worship Service 
  

 
 
 


