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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s 

children, and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our 

doors for the community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and 

adults so that we can walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us!  We are 

an Open and Affirming Church! 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the 

service if needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Sunday School after the Children’s Time!  

Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little 

hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an 

elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the 

room downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 

 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that 

we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and 

raised.  We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods 

and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
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Collect 

Come, O Holy Spirit, Come! 

Come like Holy Fire and burn with us.  Come like Holy Wind and cleanse us. 

Come like Holy Light and lead us.  Come like Holy Truth and teach us. 

Come like Holy Love and enfold us.  Come like Holy Power and enable us. 

Come as Abundant Life and Fill us, Convert us, Consecrate us, Until we are wholly thine.  

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! --A Prayer of the Ancient Church.   
 
 

May 21, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

CONFIRMATION and BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY 
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition-skeptic, seeker, follower - we welcome you and pray that 

you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME! 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One: Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 

your God will be with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9). 
 

All: Don’t panic… For your God will personally go ahead of you.  God will 

neither fail you nor abandon you. (Deuteronomy 31:6).  Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  Then the 

way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will 

produce every kind of good fruit.  All the while, you will grow as you learn to 

know God better and better. (Colossians 1:10). 
 

One: Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  Be an example to all in 

what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and purity of heart. (1 

Timothy 4:12). 
 

All: Seek God’s will in all you do, and God will show you which path to take. 

(Proverbs 3:5-6), for God has plans for you to prosper, and plans to give you 

hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11). 
 

One: God will bless you with everything you need, and you will always have more than 

enough to do all kinds of good things for others. (2 Corinthians 9:8). 
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All: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 

peace.  (Numbers 6:24-26). 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL SONG “Here I Am to Worship” by Tim Hughes 

  Led by Joyspring 
 

Verse 1: 

Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see. 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 
 

Refrain: 
 

Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 
 

Verse 2: 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly You came to the earth You created, 

All for love’s sake became poor. 
 

Refrain 
 

Bridge (x2): 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 
 

Refrain (x2) 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

Ever-gracious, Way-Making God, we celebrate the gifts of Your Spirit. You have 

fed us through your Church and nurtured us with Your presence to make us strong 

and faithful servants of Christ. You call us to take up the mantle of justice and to 

follow wherever faith leads us. You fill us with strength and hope, and You invite us 

to share in the cost and joys of discipleship. You promise us wonder and beauty in 

this life and in what lies ahead.  Meet us here, we pray, that Your word will be 

fulfilled in our hearing and that Your Spirit will fill us with courage. We pray in the 

name of Jesus who taught us to pray, 
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*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE I Timothy 4:12-14 (pew Bible page 964) 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Paul and Beartholomew 
 

(Children will go out to Sunday School and we invite everyone to greet one another this 

morning) 

 

*HYMN 75 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” WATERLIFE 

 

BACCALAUREATE LITANY 

Leader: Today is a gift from God. Gathered on the edge of a milestone, we offer to God 

what we have to give – ourselves and the stirrings of our hearts and minds. Let 

us give God thanks. 
 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Graduates:Strange, surreal, like a high peak where we can look back over the way we’ve 

come and ahead to where we have not yet walked. Exciting! Scary! We’re 

ready! 
 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Parents & Family Members: 

 Where did the time go? Suddenly babies have become young women and men, 

explorers and co-creators in a world of opportunity and danger. 
 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Congregation: We did our job – coaching, challenging, encouraging, sacrificing much in 

hope that they would not only thrive, but believe in themselves as gifted, 

loveable people who are contributors in a world that needs them.  
 

All: Thanks be to God! 
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Congregation (to Graduates): Faith and dreams of a hopeful future mean so much to us: 

God, love, justice, faith, possibility, kindness, compassion. May the holy and 

divine Life of the world be a pathway for you as you commence your journey 

and find your way. 
 

All: Thanks be to God! How good it is, Great Spirit, to share this moment on 

tiptoes: grateful, alive, feeling whole and entering into the rest of our lives. 

Thank you for this milestone. Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURES Jeremiah 29:11 (pew Bible page 639) 

  Col. 1:10 (pew Bible page 956) 
 

SERMON Our Statements of Faith by Confirmation Class of 2017 

 

VIDEO See the Light by Claire and Dad Dave 
 

ORDER OF CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2017 
 

Grace Cavanaugh 

Daughter of Nancy & Neil - Mentor: Brenda Lord 
 

Caroline Davis 

Daughter of Paula & Kevin - Mentor: Wendy Reardon 

 

Ryan French 

Son of Mary & Jon - Mentor: Alan Hutchinson 
 

James Hight 

Son of Megan & Brandon - Mentor: Mary Johnson 

 
SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION**  Rev. Elaine & Pastor Paul 
 

INVITATION, SENTENCES & PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
 

ACT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFIRMATION 
 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
 

BLESSING 
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QUESTIONS OF THE CONFIRMANDS  

 Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? [I do] 

 Do you believe in one God: Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit? [I do, by the grace of 

God] 

 Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, do you seek to resist evil, and to live in 

love and justice? [I will, God being my helper] 

 Will you follow the way of Jesus Christ? [I will, God being my helper] 

 Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this community of faith to celebrate 

God's presence, live with respect in creation, and love and serve others? [I will, God 

being my helper] 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT (All stand if able) 

All: We will continue to support you, walk with you, and grow with you. With 

God's help, we will live out our baptism as a loving community in Jesus 

Christ: nurturing one another in faith, upholding one another in prayer, and 

encouraging one another in God's work. 
 

*OWNING OF THE COVENANT (Please remain standing) 

We covenant with the Lord and one another, and do commit ourselves in the presence of 

God to walk together in the way of justice and love as it is revealed to us through Holy 

Scripture and God's continuing revelation. We will strive to be doers of the word, to be 

firm in faith, enlivened by hope, and constant in love. 
 

(Parents and mentors please come forward) 
 

JOYSPRING ANTHEM “What If I Gave Everything”  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Linda Hartely 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation: Where two or more are gathered in God's Name there is God in the midst 

of them.  Let us share our love with one another and those past these walls with our 

morning offering. 
  

 In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill 

out and pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us 

before, just put down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who 

you are.  Thanks! 
 

 Choir Offertory “O Light Divine!” Alexander Archangelsky 
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*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 

Gracious God, we bring before You our gifts of substance and the gift of our lives. 

We bring our passion and joy, our visions and dreams.  May they refresh and 

enliven our church and the world blessed by the wind of Your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN #609 “Take My Life” HENDON 

 

*BENEDICTION 
    

 Leader: We are a community of: 

   PEOPLE: OPEN DOORS-AND GROWING FAITH! 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

**The Service of Confirmation was adapted from "Renewal of Baptismal Faith", United 

Church of Canada. 
 

We would like to thank Tom Morgan and Steve Achorn for their technical support. 

We would like to thank all of the Mentors of the Confirmands who helped to see them 

“safe thus far”. 
 

Beth Dapolite and Audrey Lord are Deacons of the day. 
 

 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAY 21, 2017 
 

Continued Prayers: Cathie Achorn’s sister Linda Palatka; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); 

Helena Engberg 
 

Celebrations: Steve and Diana Swets will be celebrating the wedding of their daughter Caroline to 

Joe Hadley on Saturday, June 3
rd

. 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 

let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you 

would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the 

library parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re 

glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  

 

NEWCOMERS GATHERING TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 

Would you like to meet some other new people?  Find out a little more about the church? Join us 

for a newcomer’s gathering this morning right after church downstairs in the chapel!  Hope to see 

you there! 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

If you have vases you have taken home with flowers, could you please return them to the church 

to save on future expenditures.  Thank you, Carolyn Bent 

 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SERVICE – JUNE 11, 10AM – AT HOPKINTON STATE PARK! 

On Children’s Sunday, June 11
th
, we will be doing an outdoor worship service at 10AM at 

Hopkinton State Park!  (Not at the church). We will also be launching our boat!  Watch for more 

details. 
 

THE SERMONATORS 

Our men’s softball team has an away game against The First Congregational Church of 

Hopkinton #2 tomorrow night, Monday, May 22
nd

 
at
 6:00 PM!  It will be at the Fruit Street Field 

in Hopkinton.  Here are a few more upcoming games: 
 

May 29   Faith Baptist Church       away in Millville 

June 5    Medway Community Church   away in Medway 

 

MISSION TRIPS COMING UP! 

Please pray for our church’s two mission trips coming up!  One group will be leaving Sat, June 

24
th
 for the island of St. Vincent in the Caribbean to help with literacy efforts with Hands Across 

the Sea.  The other group will be going to the workcamp in Chillicothe, OH sponsored by Group 

Missions on Sunday June 25
th
  to help the people there.  Pray for our missionaries! 

 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of 

Dismas House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen 
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Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, June 8th.  Donations of Stop 

and Shop cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you 

 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP 

All men are welcome to join our Men’s Study Group!  We meet every Tuesday night from 7:00 – 

8:30 in our chapel.  It is a casual group that continues to explore what it means to be a Christian 

man today.  If you’d like to learn more about this group just show up Tuesday or contact Rich 

Lord at 508-878-5050 Rich.Lord@charter.net. 

 

GROCERY CARDS  
        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000              2017    YTD Sales:  $     2,762.00 
 

Last week’s profits were $151.25.  Grocery cards will be on sale in the vestry after worship 
service. Bring your checkbook to Church so you can eat heathy, shop locally with your Grocery 
Card.  Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and 
we will deliver them to you.  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or 
Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 
 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer 

lifted up on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front 

entrance, outside the sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look 

for the sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at 

sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton 508-410-9000  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:Rich.Lord@charter.net
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
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MAY 21st
 
– MAY 28

th 

 

 

 

May 21  Baccalaureate/Confirmation Sunday 

9:00 AM  Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM  Worship & Church School followed by Annual Meeting 

11:15 AM  New Person Get together  

1PM-7PM  Voice Concert/Sanctuary 

5:30 PM  GSA/Vestry 
 

May 22   Monday 

2:15 PM  GSA/Vestry 

7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 
 

May 23  Tuesday 

7:00 PM  Men’s Group/Chapel  

7:00 PM  Festival Ringers 
 

May 24  Wednesday – EVANGEL PUBLISHED 

9:30 AM  Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM  Journey Home Singers 

7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM  JoySpring rehearsal 
 
 

May 25  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

2:30 PM  PCC/Fannie Forbes 

6:30 PM  BSA Court of Honor/Vestry, Sanctuary 
 
 

May 26  Friday  (No Scheduled Events) 
 

May 27  Saturday 

6PM- 10 PM  Cello Rehearsal/Sanctuary 
 

May 28  Sunday  

9:00 AM  Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM  Worship & Church School  

Noon-3PM  Cello Rehearsal/Sanctuary 

3:00 PM  Vestry in use for half hour 

4:00 PM  Cello Concert/Sanctuary 
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Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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