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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that all people are 
created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we strive for justice and 
equality for all. We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian 
community, actively expressing our belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in 
Christ, ready to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 
Our morning begins at 9:50 AM with our scrolling announcements for you. 
At 9:58 AM, we will center ourselves with a Prelude as we prepare to begin worship. 
At 10:00 AM, we will begin with our church bells and a welcome to our Facebook/Cable community. 

 
The Zoom audience will be invited on after we have the benediction and song for virtual greetings. 

 
(Please sign up for our weekly ENEWS bulletin and announcements 

by contacting us at westboroucc@verizon.net) 
You can also watch the service on Westborough TV on Mondays at 6:00 PM. Tell your friends! 

  

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

  
We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com  
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Bonnie Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   

Office hours: WE RECOMMEND CALLING FIRST.  
We will check our messages as often as we can. 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - ONLINE SERVICE 

 

          May 16, 2021                                                                                                                    Ascension of the Lord  
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SCROLLED ONLINE FOR YOU)  9:50 AM 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Pete Graham 9:58 AM 
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES Pete Graham 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (michelletorigian.com)  Liturgist 

Leader: Whether in the peak or the valley of our existence, we are the church. 
Pete: Whether in the nighttime of our grief or the noontime of our joy, we are the church. 
Leader: Whether sorrow surrounds us or excitement drives us, we are the church. 
Pete: Whether two or three.  Whether fifty or seventy.  Whether one or two hundred, we are the 

church. 
 

OPENING SONG “Be Thou My Vision” Chalice Hymnal #595 
  Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION      (michelletorigian.com)  
 Creator of Christ’s Body, Unifier of All, we join together this morning knowing we are not alone.  We do not walk 

solo in this life.  We travel with one another and you.  Through words, songs and silence, may your Spirit open us 
to the Divine and human company on our journey.  May we see that we are all part of one body, honoring 
differences in appearances, voices, views and gifts.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Liturgist  
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE Acts 1:1-14  
 (NRSV) 
 

REFLECTION “Well, Now What?” Pete Graham 
  
ANTHEM “Feed My Lambs” Composed by Nalie Sleeth 
 Recorded by The CCW Chancel Choir, January 26, 2020 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
OFFERING AND DEDICATION     
BENEDICTION    
 

CLOSING SONG “My Lighthouse” Composed by Rend Collective 
 Recorded by The CCW JoySpring 
 
The service is ended – Please wait while we invite you back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour 

 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Acts 1:1-14   New Revised Standard Version 
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 
away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

PRAYERS 
Continued Prayers: Jerry Lyle recovering from back surgery; Bob Petersen; Donna Morgan’s sister, Wilma; Lynne 
Caldwell; Nancy Reimann; Pat Ainsleigh. 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If 
you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  MAY 16, 2021 
 

BIG NEWS 
I am so happy to announce that we will begin in-person worship services in our sanctuary on June 6! 
It might not look and feel exactly like it used to; but we will be able to worship together.  We will ALSO continue to share 
our worship services on Zoom, Facebook and Westborough TV; so you can continue to participate whenever (and from 
wherever) you prefer.  By June 6, vaccines will have been available to everyone (18+) for 6 weeks; so our congregation 
and staff all have ample time to be vaccinated – and allow us to share a safe and Holy place together. 

 
NOMINATING UPDATE 

We thank those who have answered the call to lend their time and talents to various boards and committees of the 
church starting this July 1st.  Volunteers are what make this church run so smoothly and we still have openings that truly 
need filling, including Deacons, Christian Ed, Memorial Gifts, Stewardship, Communications, et.al.  Our most critical need 
is for Deacons, especially as we prepare to reopen the church in June.  We hope you will consider supporting the good 
works that occur in God’s house. It would only require volunteering 1-2 hours per month to our church home. Please 
contact Betty Gray, 366-1039, or Dave Smith, 366-8174, with any questions. 
 

HOW TO JOIN US IN LIVE WORSHIP 
If you don’t have a computer, you can join our live worship on Sunday mornings at 10AM by dialing the number which is 

in the eNews sent out every Friday (301-715- 8592) and enter the ID and password which can be found in your 
weekly eNews.  And for those who want to watch on their phone – remember to sign in to FACEBOOK live on Sunday 
mornings. Spread the word!!  www.Facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchOfWestborough 
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WATCH CHURCH SERVICE ON CABLE TV 
For those of you who want to watch our Sunday online worship services on your TV, they are being broadcast by 
Westborough TV on cable channels:                     Monday Evenings at 6pm 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 

http://www.westboroughtv.org/

