
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 

 
May 15, 2022 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
 

        May 15, 2022 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
  

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Rev. Leah Rumsey 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP by Rev. Mindi (rev-o-lution.org) Linda Borglund 
Leader: Jesus has given us a new commandment: 
People: We are commanded to love one another. 
Leader: Just as Christ has loved us, 
People: So we ought to have love for one another. 
Leader:  By this, everyone will know we are Christ’s disciples: 
People: By our love for one another. 
Leader:  Come, may we join our hearts in worship: 
All: Worship God by loving one another. 
 

*OPENING SONG #229 “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” PUER NOBIS NASCITU 

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION from myredeemerlives.com Linda Borglund 
 Eternal God, our Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end, we have gathered in this 

time and at this place to worship You. In Your time, You created all things, and wove 
into their fabric a yearning for fulfillment in You.  It is this yearning within us which has 
pulled us here this morning.  Take these moments, O Lord of time and space, and 
complete them in us, through Your Holy Spirit.  May our labor bring forth a new creation 
in You.   For in Your name we have gathered, and we pray, as You taught us, saying... 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Linda Borglund 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Revelation 21:1-6 Linda Borglund 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 1007) 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING John 13:31-35 Linda Borglund 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 877) 
 

SERMON “Old and New” Rev. Leah Rumsey 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Shine on Me” Spiritual/arr. by Rollo A. Dilworth 
 Chancel Choir 
 

Shine on me. Shine on me. 
I wonder if the lighthouse will shine on me. 

Is a light shinin' above? Is it shinin' above in the heavens for me? 
I'm wonderin' if there's a light that is shinin' above in the heavens for me. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Leah Rumsey 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Rev. Leah Rumsey 
 Invitation  
  

 Offertory 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
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*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 2009 Linda Borglund 
 Extravagant God, lavishing Your love on our poverty of heart: inspire us to give with 
generosity, to love life so that we may find it again, and thus the world will be filled with 
the fragrance of Your love; through Jesus Christ, who offers Himself for us. Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH   
 

*CLOSING SONG # “My Lighthouse” JoySpring Songbook #16 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Leah Rumsey 
 

We would like to thank Rev. Leah Rumsey for leading worship today: 
Rev. Rumsey is a doctoral candidate and Assistant Director of Undergraduate Studies in 
Harvard's Committee on the Study of Religion. She is ordained in the UCC, with experience in 
college chaplaincy, outdoor ministry, and congregational settings. 
 
 
Linda Borglund serves as liturgist this morning. 
Deacons of the Day are Cathie Achorn and Linda Birch 
 

The service is ended – There will be no zoom coffee hour today.  Please join us on Zoom next 
week for a few moments of fellowship online after the service. 
 

                    
 
 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS                    
 

Revelation 21:1-6 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
 

Join us downstairs in the 

vestry for a potluck lunch. 
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‘See, the home[a] of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell[b] with them; 
they will be his peoples,[c] 
and God himself will be with them;[d] 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he 
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life. 
 
John 13:31-35 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him,[j] God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.’ 
 

 

 

Prayers 
 

Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan 
Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
FAREWELL PARTY - SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022, 11:30AM 

Join us for a celebration to say Goodbye and Thank You to Pastor Pete and Rachel Graham for 
their years of service to our church. Sunday, June 12th will be Pete and Rachel’s last day with us 
so don’t miss this fun event!  There will be a fantastic catered lunch by Chef Du Jour and 
presentations.   RSVP to Cathie Achorn -Text or email Cathie at 508-330-2631 or  
camachorn@aol.com 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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FELLOWSHIP HELP NEEDED 
Friends, please consider signing up for Fellowship as we have no one signed up at all.  The sign-
up sheet is in the vestry. PLEASE! WE NEED YOU! 

 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
The Memorial Gifts Committee would like to acknowledge those members and friends who 
recently made generous donations through their pledge envelopes.  Gifts will be used for special 
items or projects within the church.  Pledging a memorial gift may be done throughout the year. 
Simply make a “Memorial Gifts” notation on your check and mail it to the church office (The 
Congregational Church of Westborough, 57 West Main Street, Westborough, MA 01581) at any 
time.  This is a wonderful way to honor a loved one.  Thank you! The Memorial Gifts Committee 
Betty Gray, Sue Menzel, Judy Powell 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

            Year to Date Profit:  $ 1704.50                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
11TH ANNUAL WESTBOROUGH INTERFAITH SPRING CONCERT 

FOR PASTORAL COUNSELING CENTERS OF MA- MAY 22ND, ONLINE 2PM 
To register for the zoom link, go to www.shirjoychorus.com.  
Featuring: 
St. Andrew's Catholic African Choir, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Chinmaya Metrowest, The 
Congregational Church of Westborough, St. Stephen's Episcopal choir, First United Methodist 
Church ringers, 
Shir Joy Chorus 

 
 
 

http://www.shirjoychorus.com/


7 

 

 
 

  

  MAY 15TH - MAY 22ND    
 

 May 15 Sunday 
 10:00 AM Worship Service  
  

 May 16 Monday 
 7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

 May 17 Tuesday  
 6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
    

 May 18 Wednesday  
 9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
 3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
 6:30-8:15 PM Chancel Choir 
 

 May 19 Thursday 
 

 May 20 Friday  
 

 May 21 Saturday 
   
 May 22 Sunday  
 10:00 AM Worship Service 
  

  
 
 


