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     Have you ever waited for something?  It is part of life, I know, but it is so frustrating, isn’t it?  I 

remember that once I had to call the phone company about something, and I waited through the 

opening info, where they gave me five options, chose one and got to the next set of instructions, where 

there were six options, chose one and then got to the next set of instructions, where there were eight 

options, none of which helped me, and the ninth option was to go back to the previous list of options!  

All I really wanted was of course to talk to a real person!  When I finally accomplished that, it turned out 

that they were the wrong real person, and I had to go back through the whole process again, listening to 

canned music while I waited for another real person, ended up having to speak to five real people, and 

spent two hours on the phone before it was all done!  My goodness gracious-I couldn’t believe I had to 

wait that long! 

     So what are you waiting for?  I’m sure there are some crises of the moment that are on your mind, 

and then there may be some deeper things you may be waiting for as well.  Waiting was something the 

early disciples of the risen Jesus were doing in the Scripture passage we heard read this morning.  Now 

since Easter, we have talked about how the Risen Jesus appeared to his disciple Thomas, and then all the 

disciples, and then had a private conversation with Peter, in which He asked Peter to feed my sheep.  

And now we turn to the last conversation of the Risen Jesus with the disciples as told to us in the book 

of Acts.   

      So the disciples ask Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  In 

other words, are you as the Risen One going to take over Israel now as ruler, and throw out the Romans 

and restore God’s leadership over this nation.   And now Jesus says His final words to them, and they 

are, “You don’t get to know the time.  Timing is the Father’s business.  What you’ll get is the Holy Spirit.  

And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all over Judea 

and Samaria, even to the ends of the world.”    What an amazing statement for the Risen Jesus to make 

to a group of maybe 25-30 men and women about how they will be His witnesses to the ends of the 

world!   

     And yet it is actually in our own time that this statement has come true, as the map of global 

Christianity has been turned upside down over the past 100 years.  Did you know that at the start of the 

20th century, over 70% of the world’s Christians lived in the Western World, in North America and 

Europe, along with Australia and New Zealand?  But today, in the 21st century, over 70% of the world’s 

Christians live in the non-Western world, in South America and Africa and Asia.  This is where the Church 

is powerfully growing.  The Holy Spirit has been moving in the risen Jesus’ name, enabling the followers 

of Jesus to be witnesses to Him to the ends of the earth, just as Jesus predicted long ago to His disciples. 

     So as this small group of Jesus’ followers were hearing this very big call to them, Jesus then leaves 

them in what is called the ascension, where He was taken up and disappeared in a cloud, and then these 

angels appear to tell the disciples that Jesus will come back some day in the same way He left.  And they 

are left there.  Now Jesus had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the Holy Spirit to 

be given to them, but this must not have been easy-most of them were far away from their families or 



workplaces while they were in Jerusalem, and there was certainly plenty of potential danger there for 

them.  They faced the possibility of arrest at any moment.  Now they could have easily given into the 

pressure they were facing while they were waiting, and gone back to their families or fishing, but they 

didn’t.  They were obedient to what Jesus asked them to do, and they waited. 

    And so we’re told that they go back to the room upstairs where they were staying, and they start to 

pray.  I’m sure they really had no idea about how they were going to witness about Jesus to their own 

people in Jerusalem, let alone Judea and Samaria and the ends of the earth, and they had no idea who 

the Holy Spirit was or what it meant to be filled with the Holy Spirit, but they did know one thing as they 

were waiting-they knew they had seen the Risen Jesus, so they trusted as they prayed that the Risen 

Jesus would give them strength and direction, even if He was not physically present with them anymore.  

And of course the Holy Spirit did come, and that is the gift we are going to celebrate next Sunday on 

Pentecost! 

     Joseph Tson was a Romanian pastor and educator who was arrested and imprisoned by the 

Communists in Romania back in the 1980’s.  In a sermon he once preached, he talked about the time of 

waiting while he in prison, and the particularly nasty encounter he had with an interrogator for the 

Communists one Friday.  It left him badly shaken and he honestly didn’t know if he could keep from 

cracking.  But as he woke up on Saturday morning, he did know one thing-Jesus is alive, so he just 

started praying, trusting that the Risen Jesus would give him strength and direction, and he began to 

understand through the power of the Holy Spirit what this interrogator was trying to do to him, how he 

was trying to crack him.  On Monday, the interrogation began again, but Tson was not beaten down as 

he had been, but was strong and confident.  And Tson says, “At one point the interrogator stopped and 

said, “Mr. Tson, who visited you this weekend?  I have in front of me a different person than the one 

who left here.  Somebody came and changed you completely.  I have to know who came and visited 

you.”  Tson simply replied, “The Risen Jesus visited me.” 

     You know, maybe you are facing a challenging situation this morning, maybe you are facing a battle 

of some sort, or just trying to figure out what is going on with your life.  You have racked your brain 

about what to do, and you are waiting for answers, but you can’t seem to figure it out.  Please 

remember that the Risen Jesus is here through the power of the Holy Spirit and you can go to God in 

prayer. 

     I want you to notice a couple of important points about how the disciples prayed on that day we are 

told about in the book of Acts.  First of all, they didn’t just pray for 10 seconds, like a Hail Mary pass and 

then go on with other things.  They really stopped and prayed, the same way I’m sure that Pastor Tson 

prayed as he was sitting in the Romanian jail cell.  So if you are waiting for answers in your life, first set 

aside some time to pray. 

     The second thing the disciples did was to pray with others, to pray together.  Now Pastor Tson was 

unable to do that, but the disciples who were gathered all together in that room that day greatly 

appreciated the fact that they were not praying alone.  We had the 11 original disciples Jesus called, 

along with the women who were such a critical part of Jesus’ ministry, including Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, and then there were the brothers of Jesus.  There 25-30 people were the Church of Jesus Christ, 

and all of them came together on that day to pray for God’s leading in their life together and for God to 

hold them steadfast as they waited.   



     And that is what we are going to do this morning-I will be inviting you to pray as we move to a time of 

prayer and healing in our service. You know, there are all kinds of things that you may be waiting for this 

morning.   Maybe you are an older person, and you find yourself sometimes waiting for life to come to 

an end.  My friends, your life isn’t over.  We need you here in this church to be all you can be for God 

among us.  Serve God while you are waiting.  Or maybe you are a young person who can’t wait for life to 

begin.  Out there someday you will get that big job, or that special someone will come into your life.  In 

the meantime, we need you here-we need you here in this church to be all you can be for God among us 

now.  Serve God while you are waiting.  Or maybe you are somewhere there in the middle, and you are 

waiting to meet that special someone, or maybe your marriage needs an overhaul, or you are in a dead 

end job, or you are dealing with some serious health problems, and you are waiting for these things to 

come to an end.  Well, the Holy Spirit wants to say to you today, don’t just wait in your life-serve God 

now while you are waiting.  Let’s take a few minutes to just humble ourselves before God, and to do it 

together.  I would invite you to pray for this church, that we might be led by the Holy Spirit in what we 

do and say.  But before we do that, I would like to invite you to read this poem with me.  It was one that 

I used last year, and many people commented on how much it meant to them, so I thought I would 

invite us to read it together today.   

I asked God to take away my pride, and God said no. 

It is not for Me to take it away, but for you to give it up. 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole,  

And God said no, her spirit is already whole.  Her body is only temporary. 

I asked God to grant me patience, and God said no. 

God said that patience is the by-product of tribulation.  It isn’t granted; it’s earned. 

I asked God to give me happiness; God said no. 

I give you blessings; happiness is up to you. 

I asked God to spare me pain, and God said no. 

It is for you to grow on your own, but I will prune you in order to make you fruitful. 

I asked God if You love me, and God said Yes! 

I gave you my only Son who died for you, and because of Him you will be in heaven some day. 

I asked God to help me love others as much as I am loved,  

And God said, “Ahhhh, finally!  Now you have the idea!” 

This is what we are waiting for, Praise be to God, Amen. 

      


