
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main St, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 

May 12, 2019 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth 

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
             May 12, 2019                          Fourth Sunday of Easter                                    10:00 AM  
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Wendy Reardon 
 

*GREETING        
           (Please remember to take the time to sign the pads in the pews) 
 

*HYMN #10 “Bring Many Names” WESTCHASE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Janet Rivard 
Leader: Rise and greet the morning.  
People: Cast off your sleep and doubt. 
Leader: Arise, meet the risen Christ -- 
People: who comforts our grieving hearts, 
Leader: who encourages our faltering steps, 
People: who splinters us with laughter, 
Leader: who wrinkles us with compassion, 
People: who raises us to heaven. 
Leader: Rise, sing Your praise. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated)  Janet Rivard 
Beloved Lord God, people around the world have often called You Mother God as well as 
Father God. Like a mother, O God, You nourish us with the food of life. Your love, birthed in 
us, brings us healing and wholeness. Help us to face our pain and challenges honestly and in 
the knowledge of Your compassionate love that we know in Jesus Christ. Let us run into Your 
open and welcoming heart and never feel separated from You and Your Holy Spirit. Amen.   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS 
 
SCRIPTURE Psalm 23 Wendy Reardon 
 (Pew Bible page 435) 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MESSAGE  Wendy Reardon 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION ANTHEM "You Are My Sunshine" Jimmie Davis & Charles Mitchell 
  Words by Sue Menzel 
(Children leave now to go to Faith Formation) 
 
SCRIPTURE Acts 9:36-43 Pete Graham 
 (Pew Bible page 894) 

 
MUSIC RESPONSE #41 “Halle-Halle-Halleluja” 
 

(Please remain seated) Hal- le- Hal- le-Hal- le - lu  - ja (3X) 
 Hal-le-lu-ja. Hal- le- lu  -  ja 
 
SERMON “Parent Trap” Rev. Susan O. Remick 
 
MUSIC RESPONSE (please remain seated)   
 #80 (v. 3) “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need" RESIGNATION CMD 

 Your sure provisions, gracious God, attend me all my days; 
 O may Your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.  
 Here would I find a settled rest. While others go and come;  
 No more a stranger. Or a guest, but like a child at home. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pete Graham 
 
MUSIC RESPONSE (please remain seated)  
  #305 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” CHILDREN PRAYING 

Lord, listen to Your children praying,Lord, send Your spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to Your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. (sung twice) 
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OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS   
 

Invitation: We come to this familiar place and give in gratitude for all which we have 
received.  We give not because we pledged to, and not because we have to.  We 
give because we can.  We give in response to the life of Christ, given for us.  We 
give in joy because of love, overflowing and unconditional.  O God, let it be so. 
Amen. 

 

 Chancel Choir Anthem "Hymn to Freedom" by Oscar Peterson 
  Sarah Regnier, violin 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (Unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Janet Rivard 
In gratitude for the work of Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit, we gladly offer 
ourselves and our gifts to You, O Lord. We pray that You will transform these gifts into signs of 
welcome for all who are touched by their use.  And, transform us into people who bless others 
throughout each day. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #75 “I Was There to Hear Your Bourning Cry” WATERLIFE 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 

*POSTLUDE (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship 
  service settle in your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly) 
 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Fran and Dick Passler in memory of those who 
passed to young. 
 

Greeters:  Jennifer Louloudes, Melina Louloudes, and Janet Rivard 
Janet Rivard served as Liturgist. 
Steve Achorn and Elaine Moore are Deacons of the day. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 

 

 

 

 
 

Hands Across the Sea 

Book Fair 

 
Today after worship 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJ_YnR8OnaAhUnT98KHZ66CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://woodvaleptc.org/bookfair/&psig=AOvVaw1AxOLzNMI76q6hUiQ5uWJ3&ust=1525448484672760
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAY 12, 2019 
New Prayers: Charlotte Bramley and family upon the passing of her brother-in-law (Chris’s brother), 
Jeffrey Bramley; family of Mary Ramachandra upon her death on May 4

th
. 

Continued Prayers:  Alexis Lovely and family; Sandy & Rosco Horton; Gini Erwin; Tom Morgan’s brother, 
Dave; Marilyn Lyle’s sister Sharon in hospice; Homelyn Augustin; Wendy Reardon’s mother, Sandy; Anna 
Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); 
Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 
Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 
prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

 

NOMINATING NEWS 
The Nominating Committee urges you to get involved and learn more about the internal workings of the 
church and make new friends.  The new program year begins on July 1.  Terms are generally for three 
years, but one can try a position for a year to see if the group’s activities are a good fit.  To learn more 
about these positions or to volunteer, please call Betty Gray (508-366-1039) or Dave Smith (508-366-
8174). 
 

COME TO “THE WELL” WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM 
Each Wednesday, join us at “The Well,” for worship, reflection, conversation, and study in a relaxed 
environment designed for mid-week spiritual refreshment.  We gather on Wednesday nights at 7:00 in 
the chapel.  The Well is facilitated by Pastoral Associate, Pete Graham. 

 
MAY EVANGEL 

The most recent Evangel is now available for pick up in the church if anyone would like a paper copy. They 
will be in the library and on the table outside the Sanctuary. 

 
DEACONS REQUEST FOR USHERS 

The Deacons would like to invite anyone who would like to be on a new “Usher Committee” to serve on 
an ongoing basis for Sunday worship services.  Duties would be to greet congregants as they enter the 
sanctuary, hand them a bulletin, and collect the offering.  The committee members would serve on a 
rotating basis once or twice per month.  If this is something you would be interested in, please speak to a 
Deacon or you may call or email Elaine Moore at 508-366-8585 or elainemoore7777@gmail.com. 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

2019  Goal:  $ 8,000                       2019  YTD:  $ 2,181.25 
 

The Grocery Card Fundraising Project supports the Operation Budget of our Church. You can purchase gift 
cards each Sunday after worship or during church office hours.  Or we’d love to add your name to our 
delivery list. That’s right! We’ll bring your Grocery Cards right to your home. Our delivery service is fast, 
easy, and friendly! Just contact us. Thanks!  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or 
Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com 
and 366.5169.  

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:elainemoore7777@gmail.com
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                                                        FLOWER COMMITTEE 
It’s always nice to have special flowers on the chancel! If you would like to dedicate flowers in 
honor or in memory of another individual, please put your name next to the Sunday you want 
on the flower chart in the vestry or speak to one of the flower committee members.  There are 
instructions on a table near the flower chart.    

 
 

 

CALENDAR     May 12
th
–May 19

th
  

 

 May 12 Mother’s Day Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

 Book Fair after worship 

 

May 13 Monday (office closed) 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 

7:30 PM Troop Committee/Vestry 

 

May 14 Tuesday  

7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm 

7:00 PM Transition Group 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 

7-9 PM BSA/Library 

 

May 15 Wednesday  

10:30 AM Staff Meeting 

6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 PM “The Well”/Chapel 

7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm 

7:30 PM JoySpring Rehearsal 

 

May 16 Thursday 

9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

1:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm 

 

May 17 Friday (no events scheduled) 

 

May 18 Saturday (no events scheduled) 

 

May 19 Baccalaureate Sunday  

 10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

 1:30–6PM Eagle Court of Honor/Vestry/Sanctuary 

 2:30 PM GSA/Kerygma Rm 

 5PM-8PM Pastoral Search Convention 

 5:30 PM GSA/Kerygma Rm 

 6:30 PM GSA/Nursery 
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Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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