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Many years ago, when I looked forward to summer, it was because I knew I would be heading out to 
the summer camp where I was a lifeguard, swimming, boating and canoeing instructor. I spent may 
days teaching and watching. I wore special sunglasses so that I could squint into the sun on the lake and 
see the young children paddling about. I was ever alert for trouble, because, well, trouble always 
arrived when you least expected it. So, I waited and watched. One day while watching several younger 
students in their canoes, the not so unexpected happened. A canoe capsized and all three students 
went into the water. These were the days before life preservers, so a student going into the water was 
scary and dangerous because we always canoed in the deeper waters. As I counted all three heads 
bobbing to the surface, I remember yelling to them, “Hold on, Help is on the way!” They had been 
trained from the first day to hold onto the canoe. They had been told from their first day in the boat to 
remain calm. They had been taught from their very first lesson, not to panic and we all know what 
happens to those lessons when we are afraid. I immediately dove into the water and swam towards 
them, encouraging them all the way. Others began paddling their boats over to assist. When I got there, 
I assured them that they would be OK, and I helped them to right the canoe, sit inside the full canoe as 
it rested on the surface, and paddle with their hands so we could help them to shore. It ended up being 
a very scary moment for them, but they survived. When we got to shore and we covered them in 
blankets, I asked them what they learned. They said, they already knew what to do but it was my voice 
that calmed them down and reminded them to hold on. When I yelled that help was on the way, though 
it was scary for them, they trusted that all would be well. 
 

Sometimes life can feel as if our boats have capsized and we are floundering or even sinking. These 
days, we go into deep waters with our life preservers tightly fastened for those surprise storms on the 
waters however we can still feel fearful, especially if we feel alone. Hearing a voice, that tells us, help is 
on the way and it will all be OK, is a tremendous gift and it can chase away even the greatest fears. I 
have known that in the hospital, when a nurse assured me. I have known it in church when a member 
encourages me. I have known it in my prayers when I sit all alone and God gently reminds me to, HOLD 
ON, HELP IS ON THE WAY! 
 

We are learning, once again, that what matters is not our possessions, or our gifts, but our love for one 
another. What matters is our staying connected, holding on to one another in creative ways and bearing 
this time together. What matters most is remembering that we are never really alone. 
So, no matter what is going on for you, HOLD ON, HELP IS ON THE WAY. 
 

The deacons will be coordinating a new venture beginning soon called CARING CIRCLES. This group will 
make connections with our members and friends. Each week or so, a deacon, called to care member, or 
an auxiliary deacon (deputized for this venture), will make a connection with our membership. We will 
email or call to check in, to offer ways to stay connected, and to get to know one another. We will 
especially want to let you know of our love and care for you. This will begin after Mother’s Day, a 
perfect day of connecting. If you do not receive either an email or a phone call within two weeks (as we 
are setting this up now), please contact the church office. We may not have your correct information. If 
you would like to become a deputized deacon, contact me and I will see where we can add you in! If you 
wish to be removed from the CARING CIRCLE program, simply tell your CARING CIRCLE captain – who 
will identify themselves in the first contact with you or you can let me know.  
Wishing you calm waters, and good connecting. HOLD ON, this too shall pass, my friends. God will not 
abandon us. Hold on!    
 

Rev. Sue 

Enduring      
 



3 
 

Here is a scripture passage that is my favorite when I get anxious. It is in the translation of the MESSAGE 
which is a refreshing way to read a familiar set of verses. May it remind us all about what matters. LOVE 
 
1 Corinthians 13 The Message (MSG) 
13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a 
rusty gate. 2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as 
day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing. 3-7 If I 
give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, 
I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. 
 
Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
Love doesn’t strut, 
Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
Doesn’t force itself on others, 
Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end. 
 

8-10 Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding 
will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always 
incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be canceled.11 When I was an infant at   
mother’s breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I grew up, I left those infant ways for good. 
12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long 
before the weather clears, and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees 
us, knowing him directly just as he knows us! 13 But for right now, until that completeness, we have 
three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love 
extravagantly. And the best of the three is love. 
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A NOTE FROM PETE GRAHAM 

In January of 2019, the town of Cremona, Italy went quiet.  Eight hours a day, six days a week, for over a 

month, all traffic was stopped in the city center and police officers on patrol reminded everyone to stay 

silent.  A year before the rest of the world would enter lockdown, the streets of Cremona were empty.  This 

radical measure was not taken for the public health, but for the cultural health.  They did it for the music; 

they did it for the violins. 

 

In the late 17
th
 and early 18

th
 centuries, Antonio Stradivari made over 1,000 violins, violas, and cellos in his 

workshop in Cremona, and today the city’s tradition of building fine violins continues.  Over 160 artists still 

spend their days crafting 70 pieces of wood, by hand, into the instrument for which their city is renowned. 

 

In 2019, Cremona’s Museo del Violino, set a plan in motion to preserve the sounds of four of the most 

valuable instruments in its collection, including two made by Stradivari.  Curator Fausto Cacciatori explained 

that the distinctive sound of each instrument changes over time and can become lost.  “It’s part of their life 

cycle,” he said.”  What’s more, eventually the violins “become too fragile to be played and they ‘go to 

sleep,’ so to speak.”  In order to preserve the sounds of these cultural treasures for future generation, the 

museum set out to record each of the 100,000 articulations (separate noises) each instrument can make.  The 

recordings will be compiled into a sound bank for future composers to draw upon. 

 

In the museum’s auditorium where the recording would take place, ventilation was turned off and light bulbs 

were unscrewed to prevent buzzing.  Even the musicians removed their watches so that the 32 highly 

sensitive microphones wouldn’t record the ticking.  But outside the walls, trucks rumbling over the 

cobblestones and pedestrians laughing on the sidewalks could still be heard.  One recording even picked up 

the sound of a glass breaking in a nearby coffee shop.  Thus, to preserve the sound of their precious violins, 

the city of Cremona took a vow of silence.   

 

This year the streets of Cremona are quiet for a very different reason.  The city is within miles of the 

epicenter of Italy’s coronavirus pandemic and the famous town has been hard hit.  Their one hospital, 

entirely given over to covid patients, quickly ran out of beds and soon tents set up in the parking lots were 

full.  Medical workers have suffered from exhaustion and symptoms of PTSD.   

 

But earlier this month the music community of Cremona reached back out to their town to offer a thank you 

for all that has been done for the public health.  Violinist Lena Yokoyama of the Museo del Violino perched 

on the roof of the hospital and treated onlookers to a stirring rendition of Ennio Morricone’s “Gabriel’s 

Oboe.”  Cremona is a town dedicated to the preservation of art.  Their finest craftspeople are still working 

today to preserve the distinctive sounds of each human life, the greatest music the town has ever produced.  

You can watch the video of Lena Yokoyama’s performance at https://youtu.be/af1c_zEemvQ.  

 

 

 

 

Join us on Saturday, May 9, at 8:00 AM for another virtual Men’s Breakfast.  Grab your coffee, rustle up some 

breakfast and settle down in your favorite chair for some fellowship and discussion.  If you’ve been thinking 

about joining the men’s group this is the perfect time to try it out!  We always have rich conversation and some 

big laughs.  Give it a try this weekend! 

Keep your eye out for the Zoom information in Enews. 

 

https://youtu.be/af1c_zEemvQ
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OPPORTUNITES TO CONNECT TOGETHER 

We are trying all sorts of ways to connect with you. 
Our Called to Care is calling you. Our Deacons are 
emailing you.  Our staff is sending you cards and 
emails and instant messages to be sure you feel our 
care for you. 

 
ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE  
 

When: SUNDAY 10:00 AM (9:45 sign on) 
 

Join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/ 389612287  
Password: 476869 
Or Telephone: +1 301 715 8592   
Webinar ID: 389 612 287    Password: 476869 

 
LINK TO BULLETINS ON OUR WEBSITE 
You can access this bulletin each week at 
www.uccwestboro.org/my-church/weekly-bulletins 

 
 

 
 

For those of you who want to watch our Sunday 
online worship services on your TV, they are being 
broadcast by Westborough TV on cable channels  

 

Monday Evenings at 6pm 
Verizon – Channel 24 

Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 
 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the 
Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 

or click the link below 
 

Here is a direct link to the service on  
video on demand  

http://71.248.188.158/vod/8762-Worship-from-The-
Congreg-v1/vod.mp4 

 

Please spread the word!! 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES 
 

We Salute You! 
 

To all our dear members and friends who have 

continued to support the work and mission of our 

church, we salute you.  Being closed and saving 

expenses on heat and electricity, we are able to 

continue supporting all our staff through the 

generosity of your continued monetary support. 
 

It warms our hearts to have such dedicated 

people who believe in the church and who 

support its outreach via our weekly online 

services and its outreach to those shut-ins who 

need someone with whom to talk. 
 

We look to God for hope and continued blessings. 
 

The Board of Trustees 
 

 

The Deacons 
As we begin the third month of Sunday worship 
services through Zoom, we rejoice that so many 
members and friends are able to join us. We thank 
our worship team for the wonderfully spiritual 
reflections, children’s messages and music you 
present each week.  
 

Thank you to all who have given so generously of 
their time by preparing meals, shopping for 
others, making face masks and shields and doing 
other sewing projects.  
 

We deacons enjoy reaching out to you through 
phone calls and email. If we can’t be with you face 
to face, speaking with you is next best! Thank you 
to those of you who have offered to assist us with 
these connections.  
 

We also invite you to reach out to us with any 
concerns that you may have that we can assist 
with. The deacons and called to care group have 
formed neighborhood “care groups” as follows: 
 

Westborough Precinct 1: Linda Birch 508-870-9911 
Westborough Precinct 2: Theresa DiMeo 203-213-2387 
Westborough Precinct 5: Elaine Moore 508-366-8585 
 

Contact Elaine Moore if you are in Westborough 
Precincts 3 or 4 or another town, as several 
people have been assigned to each of these areas. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/892036713
http://www.uccwestboro.org/my-church/weekly-bulletins
http://www.westboroughtv.org/
http://71.248.188.158/vod/8762-Worship-from-The-Congreg-v1/vod.mp4
http://71.248.188.158/vod/8762-Worship-from-The-Congreg-v1/vod.mp4
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/lookaside/crawler/media/?media_id=504983500030482&imgrefurl=https://m.facebook.com/ghan465/videos/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=0&docid=h3EZkMTejlTVaM&tbnid=YspbA1KAGz9xdM:&vet=1&w=793&h=793&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwj9pdLy95zpAhUjn-AKHUZcBssQxiAoA3oECAEQHA&iact=c&ictx=1
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The Coronavirus pandemic continues to be a part 
of our world for all of us, Search Committee, 
congregation, and community.   As we continue 
Social Distancing, our group continues to function 
regularly, using Zoom, “together apart”.  Since 
our last update, we have received many resumes.  
We have learned a lot by holding a Mock Interview 
and then debriefing with our Associate 
Conference Minister Kelly Gallagher and the 
interviewee.  We have prioritized and shortened 
our list of questions for each candidate’s initial 
interview.  We have read through many candidate 
profiles and selected those with whom we want 
to go further.  When you read this update, we will 
be in the thick of interviewing candidates. 
 

You may remember the colorful progress poster 
we put up on the wall in the church vestry.  
Attached at the back of this newsletter is a copy 
of that poster with this update to show you 
exactly where we are, and to outline the 
remaining steps our Search and Call process will 
take.  We are about 2/3rds of the way through our 
Search, seeking just the right minister for us as a 
congregation.  We want this to be a match where 
we, and the minister, want each other, each 
selecting the other with whom to build our future 
together.  They have read our church profile and 
applied to us because they liked what they saw in 
our congregation; we have read their ministerial 
profiles and are selecting those that resonate with 
us.  Wish us well!  This continues to be a time of 
confidentiality, so our updates may not have all 
the details, but we do want to continue to let you 
know our progress, and that we are making 
progress.   
 

We do feel your support and care.   
 

Thank you, and stay tuned! 

HELLO FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE WILLOWS 
 

We are doing OK here at the Willows.  They 

let us go outside again in the plaza on the 

south side of the building yesterday.  We have 

to go one floor at a time so there are not so 

many.  The exercise leader does lead folks in 

chairs in a big circle 10 feet apart for some 

exercises.  I often do the walking around the 

path there also.  The Willows delivers our one 

meal a day at mid-day now and MWF give 

us an extra sandwich in another box.  I'm 

gaining weight since we don't have the 4 

days of exercise classes each week! 
 

We had a dinner together with the 10 folks 

who go to our church before we were shut 

down from going to the Dining room.  Jerry 

and I are enjoying a Zoom gathering with 

our family in Oregon and son and his wife 

south of Boston.  This morning we got a 

Prayer chain to be praying for Rev. Sue and 

her husband as they are going through her 

challenges with her health. 

Blessings, 

Marilyn Lyle 

 

 
 

Dear Friends in our Church:  
 

Lisa invited us to share with you some 

observations on life at The Willows at 

Westborough in these unhappy times. First. 

realize that here on the Westborough campus, 

there actually are three sub-campuses, 

Whitney Place at 5 Lyman Street, Beaumont 

at 3 Lyman Street, and The Willows at 1 

Lyman Street.   
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scfbc.org/images/articles/2015-01/img-99804.5_405.5_crop_pastor-search-button.png&imgrefurl=http://www.scfbc.org/2015-01/Pastoral-Search-Committee-Progress.htm&docid=gBJ1av9D8cD6-M&tbnid=Iy1deXHD9hD4hM:&vet=1&w=300&h=200&itg=1&hl=en&bih=469&biw=770&ved=2ahUKEwiWpNitlp7pAhUrlnIEHaLwApUQxiAoB3oECAEQKA&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sms.ssd6.org/files/2017/05/butterfly-divider.gif&imgrefurl=http://sms.ssd6.org/activities/butterflyproject/butterflyeffect/&docid=3gKOWlaNMxA0xM&tbnid=aLSVICiUForCiM:&vet=1&w=576&h=96&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwi9qa-29JzpAhXCmeAKHfeiC-gQxiAoBHoECAEQIA&iact=c&ictx=1
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The first of these is dedicated to memory 

care.  Neither residents nor staff come or go 

without entering a password.  I haven't set 

foot there in years. The second is a nursing 

home; many of its residents have tested 

positive for Corvid 19 and/or have other 

ailments.  I am a resident of the third sub-

campus.  The staff that serves us is strictly 

segregated from the staffs that serve the 

other two.  
 

We are locked down in our apartments.  The 

meals that The Willows provides us (7 

dinners, and 3 lunches in addition on MWF) 

are delivered to our doors.  If we are lucky 

with the weather we get outside to walk and 

exercise twice a week for 90 minutes.  The 

rest of the time we look out the window at 

the fortunate folk who are out there jogging, 

biking, riding motorcycles, or whatever.  We 

can and do order in. 
 

There are 160 of us.  We don't know of 

anyone among us who has Corvid 19.  That, I 

guess, is the payoff for the aforementioned 

privations. 
 

Joe Harrington 

 
 

 
 

Grocery Cards at a Social Distance!  

The Grocery Card Team continues to sell grocery 
gift cards to Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., and Price 
Chopper. It's easy. Place your order with Karen 
Hutchinson who will make a plan with you for 
delivery. Please don't hesitate. Selling grocery 
cards is our mission to benefit our Church.  

 For donations to the Food Pantry: Send a 
check to Karen made payable to 
Congregational Church of Westborough. 
We will get them to the Food Pantry. 

 For personal use: Email your order to 
Karen who will make arrangements with 
you for pick up. 

 
We have loads of cards on hand and your Grocery 
Card Team is eager to sell them. 
 

Karen Hutchinson 
7 Grant Road 
Westborough, MA 01581 
millarhutch@aol.com 
 
 

SIGNS OF SPRING….. 
 

             
 

 

 

Love is  

all around… 
 

You just need  

To look!  

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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MISSIONS 

 

“When you do your part the Lord 
adds His power to your efforts” 

 

                      -  Henry B. Eyring 
 

We have such a kind and generous congregation. 
I’m am so pleased that I belong to such a loving 
and caring family. Despite all that’s going on in our 
own lives, the hardships we are ourselves 
enduring and all the disruptions to our routines, 
you still find the time, energy and money to assist 
others. You are truly God’s hand in this world. 
Please reach out to me at meganhuber@aol.com 
with any questions about how you can continue 
our church's ministry of helping others. Thank you 
and stay safe, Megan Huber, on behalf of the 
Missions team. 
 

Dismas House - Once a month we bring dinner to 
the men at Dismas house, a family home for men 
just out of prison. They are down to just 5 guys 
since they cannot currently accept new men into 
the program. While COVID-19 has made this 
harder, we are still doing our part. A trunk load of 
items was collected and delivered Tuesday 4/28. 
Items included toilet paper, paper towels, bath 
towels, laundry detergent, underwear, cleaning 
supplies and grocery cards. These items were 
donated by many people and much appreciated 
by the men. Thank you to all who made 
contributions. 
 

IHN - For those who do not know, IHN, the 
Interfaith Hospitality Network, is a family shelter 
on June St. in Worcester. We take our turn 
volunteering twice a year for a week each time, 
providing dinners, overnight assistance and just 
general support. The rest of the year we try to 
help with donations. With so many individuals in 
the house (last I knew there were 19 residents) 
they are always in need. With COVID-19, donations 
have become much more important. They have 
implemented strict cleaning protocols to help 
keep everyone safe and healthy and as we all 
know, cleaning supplies are hard to find. Yet as a 
congregation we have stepped up for IHN. Since 
this pandemic has started we have had several 

people drive supplies into Worcester to help. 
Items like, eggs, juice, cleaning wipes, snacks, 
diapers, toilet paper and paper towels plus there 
have been donations of grocery cards. Such 
kindness for those who are in need.  
 

Habitat for Humanity - Habitat is currently not 
doing any builds while we are social distancing. 
However, we were able to secure a build day for 
August 22. Hopefully, this pandemic will have 
slowed down enough to allow them to resume 
building and we can contribute. We will keep you 
up to date as we move forward.  
 

PCC - The Pastoral Counseling Centers of MA, Inc. 
would like to make sure everyone knows that we 
are open for business, just in a different way. 
Though we are not having face to face sessions, all 
of our 11 therapists are still meeting with clients 
via "teletherapy" as in phone conversations, 
FaceTime, Skype, Zoom or other means that are 
agreed upon by the client and therapist. In these 
trying times of raised anxiety, it is important to 
have support. Know that we are available and 
receiving referrals. If you hear of relatives, friends 
or neighbors who may be struggling, feel free to 
let them know we are open and would be pleased 
to be able to help. You can email us 
at mtaber@pccofma.org or call our main office at 
508-366-4000. Mary Taber   
 

Grocery Cards for Food Pantry - This one is a big 
WOW! As you know, the Westborough Food 
Pantry is, currently, not distributing food items. 
They are instead giving their clients grocery cards 
and they need to do their own shopping. This is a 
measure instituted to adhere to the social 
distancing requirements.  As a congregation, we 
have REALLY stepped up! So far our church has 
donated $4,250 in grocery cards to the food 
pantry! Keep up the good work as the need is 
ongoing. On the church website, they have 
enabled online giving for grocery cards intended 
for donations to the Food Pantry. 
 

     
 
 

mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
mailto:mtaber@pccofma.org
tel:508-366-4000
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0767/3299/products/thank-you-banner-wedding-decoration-celebrating-together-COVER-9_1024x1024.png?v=1557179048&imgrefurl=https://celebratingtogether.com/products/thank-you-banner-wedding-banners-thank-you-photos-wedding-photo-banner-photo-prop-banner-wedding-thank-you-thank-you-sign-thanks-sign&docid=LMK5h78bTI5n0M&tbnid=pfGcaJ08MIeVIM:&vet=1&w=1024&h=791&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjyp4XzvJ_pAhUVhHIEHXpLB5UQxiAoC3oECAEQNg&iact=c&ictx=1
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 
 

BLUE PLANET 
FAITH FORMATION,  
FAITH EXPLORATION-CONFIRMATION,  
YOUTH GROUP & MISSION TRIP     
Wendy Reardon,  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 
 

Our Christian Education Programs continue to 
evolve in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic.  
As with all educational programs, we have had to 
adapt to the new “normal”.  Now more than ever, 
our students and their families need to know that 
their church, Children & Youth Ministry leaders, 
sponsors and mentors are here for them.  We are 
right where we’ve always been…in God’s service 
& in God’s hands!  Although we are not physically 
in the same space every week, we are face-to-face 
every week with every class.  We are continuing 
our scripture lessons in…  
 

FAITH FORMATION  VIA ZOOM  - every Saturday 
afternoon at 4pm and continuing to tie-in our Blue 
Planet discoveries.  Each week we include ways of 
incorporating all of our lessons into our lives! 
 
FAITH EXPLORATION ~  CONFIRMATION VIA ZOOM   
Continues to meet every Sunday morning 
following worship noon-1:30pm.  We have 
incorporated our sponsors into our weekly classes 
by spending the first 45 minutes in scripture study, 
reflection and discussion.  Our world religions 
discoveries also continue each week.  We are 
currently working on the origins of Christianity 
and the church.  The Confirmands and their 
sponsors, unanimously decided to continue our 
Faith Exploration program through next fall, 
enabling us to have our retreat and complete our 
field trip discoveries.  The Confirmation Worship 
service will take place Sunday, October 11th. 

YOUTH GROUP VIA ZOOM has been meeting for 
weekly check-ins and topic meetings.  Just like so 
many adults, many of our youths are feeling 
isolated, disconnected and their plans derailed.  It 
has been important to reconnect as a group and 
reassure one another that we are still here for 
each other, no one is alone, and God knows we 
are here. We remind one another that this too 
shall pass and God will use this situation for our 
good!  We have been able to share our anxieties, 
our boredom and our disappointment in what’s 
been lost but also look to our blessings today and 
hopes for tomorrow. 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES remains 
committed to staying connected with our 
students and families through innovative virtual 
whole group lesson plans, zoom meetings and 
classes, creative weekly video scripture messages, 
social media connections, and reaching out 
weekly via email, text and post mail.  It has been a 
challenge, an education and time consuming!  
However, it appears efforts have been worthwhile 
as participation in all of our programs remains 
very strong.  Thank you to our parents and youths 
for making the effort to stay connected and 
remaining dedicated to your Faith Formation 
journey. 
 

MISSION TRIP 2021 :  COSTA RICA ~ SEA TURTLE 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
 

After many weeks of watching, waiting and 
wondering…a unanimous decision was made this 
week to postpone our 2020 Mission Trip to June 
2021!   
 
 

 
 

We will be going the 
same two weeks next 
year and working on 
the same project.  
Due to the 
coronavirus 
pandemic and the 
rates of viral spread 
here in the US and in 
Costa Rica, we 
needed to make a 
decision that would 

 

 

 



10 

 

not put ourselves or the people we were going to 
serve in harm’s way.  We also needed to make 
sound decisions financially.  We have had 
tremendous financial support from our family and 
friends, which we are truly grateful for and 
blessed.  It was very important to each one of us 
that we did not lose any of those funds.  The 
timing of our decision has enabled us to receive 
full refunds of all our deposits, including airline 
fees.  We look forward to learning and discovering 
more about sea turtles, the oceans, rainforests 
and Costa Rica as we continue to prepare for our 
Mission Trip 2021 next program year! 
 

 
 

 
 

              

                     

                          
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.clipart.email/17fdca9b32c4cae63c597be6d2444f82_ocean-wave-line-drawing-wave-border-clip-art-clipart-best-logo-_570-320.jpeg&imgrefurl=https://www.clipart.email/clipart/ocean-waves-border-clipart-32106.html&docid=587j5qTtsSoQ7M&tbnid=7dPIb4Q8hA8kjM:&vet=1&w=570&h=320&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjAmOLRvp_pAhUdmHIEHTBmDZUQxiAoCHoECAEQLg&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.clipart.email/17fdca9b32c4cae63c597be6d2444f82_ocean-wave-line-drawing-wave-border-clip-art-clipart-best-logo-_570-320.jpeg&imgrefurl=https://www.clipart.email/clipart/ocean-waves-border-clipart-32106.html&docid=587j5qTtsSoQ7M&tbnid=7dPIb4Q8hA8kjM:&vet=1&w=570&h=320&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjAmOLRvp_pAhUdmHIEHTBmDZUQxiAoCHoECAEQLg&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.clipart.email/17fdca9b32c4cae63c597be6d2444f82_ocean-wave-line-drawing-wave-border-clip-art-clipart-best-logo-_570-320.jpeg&imgrefurl=https://www.clipart.email/clipart/ocean-waves-border-clipart-32106.html&docid=587j5qTtsSoQ7M&tbnid=7dPIb4Q8hA8kjM:&vet=1&w=570&h=320&itg=1&hl=en&bih=879&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjAmOLRvp_pAhUdmHIEHTBmDZUQxiAoCHoECAEQLg&iact=c&ictx=1
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On Mother’s Day, May 10th we will be hosting our 8th Annual Scholastic Book Fair to 

benefit Hands Across the Sea…It will be different.  Although we cannot be together in 

person, we can work together by the power of faith!   
 

Please take part in this year’s VIRTUAL ON LINE BOOK FAIR May 4th thru 17th!    

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/westboroughcongregational 
 

Illiteracy is the main factor in poverty, and poverty is the biggest threat to the world’s 

children!   Hands Across the Sea is dedicated to raising literacy levels of children.  They 

send great new books, and work with local educators and the US Peace Corps, to create 

borrowing libraries and sustainable positive change.  All of the proceeds of our fair are 

used to purchase books to donate to Hands Across the Sea.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for our students to see how the choices we make can do so much for so many.   
 

“We all have the power to make a difference, we just have to choose to use it.”,  

                                                                                                             -Dr Jane Goodall.   
 

Over 7 years, as a congregation, we have donated approximately $12,500 in new books to 

Hands Across the Sea. The program is working…we have seen it first “hand!”  The need is 

there now more than ever. We hope that you will once again support this year’s book fair, 

whether you buy a book to give to a child of your own, purchase a book to donate or make 

a monetary donation…all purchases help us to build Scholastic Dollars we use to purchase 

books for donation to Hands Across the Sea! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/westboroughcongregational
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We want YOU to be a part of it. If you are graduating in 2020 please let us share in the 
celebration of your accomplishments!   The service will be virtual.  It will be created with 
both recorded material and live.  If you prefer that your participation be recorded, we 
can do that!  If you don’t mind participating live…that would be awesome! 
 

* GRADUATES: please complete the survey questions below (complete sentences NOT 
necessary!) as soon as possible. 

* PARENTS:   Please text (508-951-5014) or email me 10 PICTURES OF YOUR 
GRADUATE from birth to present.  (as soon as possible) 

 

(If you have any pictures of church, work camp, youth group activities, etc… please add 
those in ADDITION to your 10!) 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS… 
Please email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com   OR  TEXT/CALL 508-951-5014 
 
Class of 2020 ~ Baccalaureate VIRTUAL Worship Service Survey:    
(Please answer the 10 questions…NO need for complete sentences!) 
 

1. Full Name? 
2. Graduating from? 
3. What’s next?    (college, grad school, military, workforce…) 
4. What are your aspirations for the future? 

(artist, dancer, writer, medicine, finance…) 
5. Church Life Participation:  (Worship, Sunday School, Confirmation, Mentor, Youth 

Group, Work Camp, Deacons, Choir, Bell Choir, JoySpring, Pageants, etc) 
6. What are your “passions”: 

(sports, art, music, writing, theater, volunteering…)  
7. What are you looking forward to the most after graduation? 
8. What do you think you will miss the most as you reach this milestone? 
9. What is your fondest memory of time spent @church? 

(including all church events, groups, retreats, Mission Trips and Workcamps!) 
10.What will you never forget about 2020?! 

2020 GRADUATES:  
 We are planning a very special 

“VIRTUAL” Baccalaureate Service on May 31st 
VIA ZOOM & FACEBOOK LIVE 

 
 

mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
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                                                “JUST LIKE I USED TO”                              by Lisa Coffey 

 

I’m trying to stick to my routine as much as possible thinking it might camouflage the strange new 

normal in my life.  So why do I feel like everything is different?  BECAUSE IT IS! 
 

 

I am still walking my dog every morning in the woods – just like I used to. 

 But now the woods are filled with people who never even knew the trails were there 

I am still going to work at the church – just like I used to  

 But now I’m the only one there, the door stays locked, its cold in my office , nobody comes in 

and I really miss Bonnie, but I thank God that I get to work. 

I am still going to the grocery store – just like I used to 

 But now I wear a mask, shop for people who are unable, can’t use my reusable shopping bags 

and punch numbers at the register through plastic baggies 

I am still working at the TV station downtown – just like I used to 

 But now I go before 8 am or after 5pm or on the weekend so I don’t run into anyone 

I am still sitting down to dinner every night with my family – just like I used to 

 But now they are the only ones I can eat with. 

I am still visiting my mother at the Willows – just like I used to 

 But now I just wave to her in the window from the parking lot below her 3rd floor apartment. 

I am still watching tv after dinner and going to bed at the same time – just like I used to 

 But now the ads have all changed, the news is only about the Corona virus and I’m having 

trouble falling asleep 

Like many of you I am trying to make sense of this crazy situation, but so far I haven’t been able to.  All I 

know is that no matter how bad things seem, I am trying to find the best in everything and everyone.  

People are coming together, showing compassion and reaching out to help those in need. I see people 

practicing kindness and patience.  I see people doing things that they otherwise wouldn’t have done.  I 

see so many people actually enjoying the outdoors.  I mean, the outdoors have always been there right? 

So if something good has come of this, it’s that people are slowing down in this hurried up world, 

getting fresh air, appreciating nature and taking walks with their families and dogs.  I never realized how 

many dogs there were in Westboro!  People (my age and older) are being forced to learn more about 

technology than they probably ever wanted to. I have had Zoom staff meetings, Zoom Easter Dinner, 

Zoom doctor appointments, and Zoom cocktail hour with my girlfriends.  I remember when Zoom was 

a tv show on PBS.  I remember Bernadette intertwining her arms as she said her name.  You could even 

send a message to the Zoomers by Z-mail.  I even remember how to speak ubbi dubbi…but I digress.   

I have read more books in the past 6 weeks than I have in the past 6 years.  I have completed 3- 1000 

piece jigsaw puzzles, binge-watched movies on the weekends, taken the dog for more walks than she 

needs or wants, visited the horses at Nourse Farm, played volleyball in the back yard with my daughter, 

played Frisbee at Mill Pond School, participated in drive by birthday parades and helped shop for those 

who shouldn’t or can’t go out; and yet, I wouldn’t trade any of it.  It’s all how you look at it. You can 

choose to be trapped at home with restrictions and complain or you can choose to embrace these special 

days. 

 

“In the rush to return to normal, use this time to consider which parts of normal are worth rushing back 

to.”     - Dave Hollis 
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THE UPSIDE OF “ZOOM CHURCH” 
Our worship leadership team deserves 
tremendous gratitude for the rapid pivot they 
made in a matter of weeks, from generations of 
traditional congregate services to a highly creative 
“Zoom Church.”   This new worship experience 
has, for example, brought all of us (virtually) 
closer to those providing reflections and 
messages for Faith Formation, the liturgists, those 
leading prayer, and so on — and many are finding 
an increased sense of connection as a result.  
 
During the “virtual coffee hour” last Sunday I 
suggested that we each reflect on what we have 
found to be the positive aspects of “Zoom 
Church,” and communicate those things to the 
worship and program leaders.   This will open the 
possibility of carrying those aspects forward, to 
meld into our Sanctuary services and other 
programs — once we can resume them.   Tom 
Morgan 

 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE  

The UCC Website - www.ucc.org 
 
The Town of Westborough’s (or your hometown)  
www.town.westborough.ma.us 
 
Check the Library  and Recreation department 
Facebook  pages 
@westborolib and @westboroREC. 
They are doing some on-line activities, like virtual 
bingo and other games. 
 
Westboro Youth & Family Services –
www.town.westborough.ma.us/Y&F 
 

Or follow them on Facebook 
@westboroughYouth&Family Services 
 

Extensive resource page – A COVID-19 resource 
page created by Westborough Youth & Family 
Services; updated regularly 
 
Visit Westborough TV’s website for lots of stuff 
still happening around town, as well as some of 
the shows they produce. 
www.westboroughtv.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS 
 

 
 

 

Bereavement: Please pray for Joe Harrington and 
his family upon the loss of his sister-in-law in 
Germany, Herburg Ihringer, who died of Covid-19 on 
April 17. She would have been 80 in July; Gini Erwin 
passed away Friday, May 1st. Please pray for Tom and 
their children and extended family. 

 

New Prayers:  Prayers for Rev. Sue and Don as they 
go through this time of concern – and watchful 
waiting; Amanda Pu Ruiz and her family are 
recuperating from the Corona virus; Carla Whitlow 
(friend of Janet Rivard). 

 

Continued Prayers:  Betty Gray’s nephew Brendan 
and his family; Megan Huber’s mother Fran Kelly; 
Marie Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg; Cathie 
Achorn’s friend Julie Noble and her preemie baby 
Kosmas Andrew Melitas; Nancy Reimann; Cathie 
Achorn’s mother Dee Mumby; Bob Brown; Gini & 
Tom Erwin; Wendy Reardon’s mother Sandy; Anna 
Gavel. 
 

Kindred Health Care: Bea Ladner 
 

You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email 
distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  To 
add or renew an ongoing concern, please call the 
church office 366-2000 or westboroucc@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.town.westborough.ma.us/
https://www.town.westborough.ma.us/sites/westboroughma/files/uploads/yfs_covid-19_resource_list_2020-04-07_0.pdf
http://www.westboroughtv.org/
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:WESTBOROUCC@VERIZON.NET
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CHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 

Many people have discontinued 
using “landline” phones and are 
now using only their cell phones.  
The church currently does not 
have everyone’s cell phone listed. 
If you have switched, please let 

us know so we can update the church records.  If 
you are still using your “landline” let us know that 
number as well.  Please respond to Bonnie at 
brossi6@verizon.net 
 
New Address:         New Email: 
Serena Leiser      Leigh Walker 
161 Westminster Dr.     leighwalker@yahoo.com 
Apt. 1B 
Dover, DE  19904 
 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 

To The Congregational Church, 
 

Thank you for your continued support and donation 
of $325.00 in Stop & Shop gift cards, and 194 
pounds of donated items. 
 

(In a second and third note, they thanked us for the 
$1700.00  & $1100.00 in gift cards.) 
 

With Sincere Thanks,   
Donna Kittredge, Westborough Food Pantry 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear friends at The Congregational Church, 
 

Thank you for your recent donation of $500.00 to 
Dismas House.  We appreciate your support as we 
strive to meet the needs of Dismas residents during 
these challenging times.  During recent weeks we 
have had to suspend our volunteer programs, 
particularly our cherished volunteer cooks.  Your 
support will help us meet critical grocery and 
staffing needs at this difficult time. 
 

In Gratitude, 
Colleen Hilferty, Co-Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

To The Congregational Church of Westborough, 
 
On behalf of the Pastoral Counseling Centers of 
MA and the many folk it benefits, we give 
heartfelt thanks for your donation of $500.00 this 
month.  As a non-profit center we could not 
operate without contributions such as yours 
giving critical assistance to the folks who come 
here for counseling. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Taber, Executive Director 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister 
revsuerem@gmail.com 

 
 

Peter Graham, Student Minister 
petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

 
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s 

and Youth Ministry 
wendysreardon@yahoo.com  

 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music 

Josephmstillitano@gmail.com 
 

Sue Menzel, Handbell Director 
westcongmusic@gmail.com 

 
Church Office Phone 508/366-2000 

 

General Church email 
WestboroUCC@Verizon.net 

 

Church web site 
www.UCCwestboro.org 

 

 
 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/n1477936.htm
mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:WestboroUCC@Verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLmeGH99XaAhVvn-AKHb2nBl0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://fccw.org/united-church-of-christ/&psig=AOvVaw2lqc2vCOTPW5sxK7VM6_Hl&ust=1524763002677513
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~ May 2020 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  

7- Virtual Worship Rehearsal 

2  

3  

10 am Online Worship Service 

4  

6- Sunday Services on 

Cable TV 24 

6-8 Search Comm./Zoom 

5  6  

EVANGEL PUBLISHED 

 

7- Deacons/Zoom Meeting 

7  8  

7- Virtual Worship Rehearsal 

9  

8-10am Virtual Men's Breakfast 

10  

Happy Mother's Day 

10 am Online Worship Service 

Virtual Book Fair books 

can be ordered from  

5/4-5/17 

11  

6- Sunday Services on 

Cable TV 24 

6-8 Search Comm./Zoom 

 

 

12  

7- Trustees/Zoom 

 

 

13  

 

14  15  

7- Virtual Worship Rehearsal 

16 

 

17  

10 am Online Worship Service 

Virtual Confirmation 

Sunday 

18  

6- Sunday Services on 

Cable TV 24 

6-8 Search Comm./Zoom 

19  20  

7- Cabinet/Zoom 

21  22  

7- Virtual Worship Rehearsal 

23  

24  

10 am Online Worship Service 

25  

6- Sunday Services on 

Cable TV 24 

6-8 Search Comm./Zoom 

26  

Dismas House Dinner at Dismas 
House 

 

27  

10am Staff Meeting/Zoom 

28  29  

7- Virtual Worship Rehearsal 

30  

31  

10 am Online Worship Service 

Baccalaureate  
via Zoom and Facebook Live 

 

 
 
 


