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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 
 

 
  



  THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

        April 4, 2021                                                                                                                             Easter Sunday 
OUTSIDE GATHERING FOR WORSHIP   

Please keep your masks on while here for the service.  Please sit with your family pods and maintain distancing. 

 

 INVITING THE WORD  
 

PRELUDE “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Written by Lowell Mason  
 The CCW Bell Choir, dir by Sue Menzel arr. by Robert Groth 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES  Rev. Sue Remick 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: Jesus Christ is risen today! 
Pete: Christ is risen, indeed! 
Leader: The tomb could not hold him. 
Joseph: The grave is empty. Christ is risen! 
Leader: Jesus Christ is risen today! 
Sue: Christ is risen, indeed! 
 

OPENING HYMN #216 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”  
  Performed  by The CCW Virtual Music Group 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION       

Merciful and risen Savior, we claim to be people of the resurrection, yet we confess that far too often we do not 
experience resurrection power. Our prayers are anemic, and our faith is shallow. We compartmentalize our lives, 
placing You on the sidelines of our work, family life and play. We take too much for granted and fail to thank You 
for the blessings of health, relationships, and freedoms. We fail to be good stewards of Your creation, and we 
become discouraged by problems, limitations, and failures. Gracious God forgive our shortsightedness and our 
lack of trust. Inspire us to hold fast to You in faith, knowing that You are working all things for good and that 
because of the empty tomb, we have nothing to fear. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Remick 
Through the power of the resurrected Christ, our sins are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   Pete Graham 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE John 20:1-18 (NRSV) Joseph Stillitano 
 

REFLECTION  “Can You Believe This?” Rev. Remick 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
SILENT PRAYER  Pete Graham  
PASTORAL PRAYER    

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
INVITATION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRETION  Rev. Remick 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  (Please share with one another bread and drink) Pete Graham 
OFFERING AND DEDICATION    Pete Graham 
BENEDICTION    Rev. Remick 
CLOSING SONG   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” Chalice Hymnal #234 
 Performed by The CCW Virtual Music Group 

 
The service is ended.     HAPPY EASTER!     Please leave the parking lot safely. 



Scripture Reading 
John 20   The New Revised Standard Version  
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 
itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two 
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
 


