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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

April 3, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Communion Sunday 
*The Congregation is invited to stand. 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Deacon 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP from churchofscotland.org.uk/ Cathie Achorn 
Leader: Let us begin this day by rejoicing! 
People: The Lord has done such wonderful things for us. Let us be glad! 
Leader: The day before us is uncertain.  We know not what we will encounter on our 

way. 
People: Wherever we go, we go forth as people of the living God, and we go forth to 

touch the lives of all with His healing touch. 
All: Let us begin this day with rejoicing! 
 

*OPENING SONG #578 “I Need Thee Every Hour” NEED 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION from the Iona Abbey Worship Book Cathie Achorn 

 O God, set Your blessing on us as we begin this day together.  Confirm us in the truth 
by which we rightly live; confront us with the truth from which we wrongly turn.  We 
ask not for what we want, but for what You know we need, as we offer this day and 
our very selves for You and to You, through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray, 
saying… 

  

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Cathie Achorn 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE  Lori Fox 
 

SCRIPTURE READING John 12:1-8 Cathie Achorn 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 874) 
 

SERMON  Alyssa Rae 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “To The Table” Composed by Zach Williams
 Performed by Jack Glennon 
 

Hear the voice of love that's calling there's a chair that waits for you, 
And a Friend who understands everything you're going through, 

But you keep standing at a distance. 
In the shadow of your shame there's a light of hope that's shining; 

Won't you come and take your place? 
And bring it all to the table. There's nothing He ain't seen before. 

For all your sin, all your sorrow, and your sadness 
There's a Savior and He calls bring it all to the table. 

 

He can see the weight you carry, the fears that hold your heart, 
But through the cross you've been forgiven; you're accepted as you are. 

 

So bring it all to the table. There's nothing He ain't seen before 
For all your trials, all your worries, and your burdens 
There's a Savior and He calls bring it all to the table. 

 

And come on in, take your place, there's no one who's turned away. 
All you sinners, all you saints come right in and find your grace. 

And bring it all to the table. There's nothing He ain't seen before. 
For all your sin, all your sorrow, and your sadness 

There's a Savior and He calls bring it all to the table. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Alyssa Rae 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) 
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INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     from the Iona Abbey Worship Book 
Living God, in this sacrament we have shared in Your eternal kingdom. May we who taste 
this mystery, forever serve You in faith, hope, and love. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Deacon 
 Invitation  
  

 Offertory 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     from spaciousfaith.com Cathie Achorn 
 God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the abundance of 
Your gifts to us.  We give these offerings in faith, trusting that You will provide for our 
needs.  We give these offerings in hope, knowing You can use them to spread Your love 
in this world.  With these offerings, we give ourselves; may we live with generous hearts, 
with open hands. Amen 

 
BEING THE CHURCH  Diane Lindberg 
 
*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” Composed by Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 Recorded by The Virtual Music Group  
 

*BENEDICTION  Alyssa Rae  
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Cathie Achorn serves as liturgist this morning. 
Marketa Brzostowski and Linda Birch are Deacons of the day. 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into 
our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

John 12:1-8 
12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one 
of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 
anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them[a] with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 
said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii[b] and the money given to the 
poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it[c] so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me.” 
 

 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Bob Menzel, Jen Keeler’s father. 
Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter, Meghan 
Donovan; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty 
Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING – APRIL 4TH 
Join us for a Bingo game night!  We will have a guest speaker, Julia O’Neil Welch from 
Westborough Youth and Family Services. 

 
UPCOMING FAITH FORMATION EVENT 

Easter Egg Hunt - There will be an Easter Egg hunt after church on Sunday, April 17th.  Faith 
Formation is asking for donations to help fill Easter eggs for the kids. 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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FELLOWSHIP HELP NEEDED 

Friends, please consider signing up for Fellowship as we have no one signed up at all.  The sign-

up sheet is in the vestry. PLEASE! WE NEED YOU! 
 

COLOSSAL INSIDE YARD SALE- SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH  
 Where:  The Congregational Church of Westborough, 57 W. Main St. 

 When: Saturday, April 9th, 8AM – 2PM.   
We also will have a separate section with NEXT TO NEW ITEMS for the first time!  This is the 
biggest sale we have ever had!  1 pm starts our $5 bag sale…..stuff a bag with your treasures for 

$5      .  All proceeds go to our church kitchen renovation.   PLEASE SHARE THIS POST       
 

GROCERY CARDS 
 

Year to Date Profit:  $1,294.75                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy 
a gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
MENS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Please join us for coffee, fellowship, and spiritual conversation.  The group meets on Saturdays 

from 9am – 12pm.  The next meeting is, May 14.  Questions call Steve Lindberg - 508 981-3712. 

 
SOLAR BUDDY PROJECT 

We are so happy with the enthusiasm for the Solar Buddy project.  Many people enjoyed 
assembling the lights after the Sunday service in March and many took the lights home to work 
on.  We would like to have all of the lights returned to church by Sunday, April 3, 2022.  We 
need to repackage the lights and get them ready for shipment.  They can be returned to the 
church office or placed on the table after church service.  Thank you so much for your support 
for this project. Pam Faustine, Mission Team Chair. 

 
 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
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APRIL 3RD – APRIL 10TH   
 

Apr 3 Communion Sunday – Lent V 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Apr 4 Monday 
6:00 PM WF Meeting/vestry 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Apr 5 Tuesday  
6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 

Apr 6 Wednesday  
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
 

Apr 7 Thursday 
 

Apr 8 Friday  
 

Apr 9 Saturday 
8AM-2PM Yard Sale 
 

Arp 10 Sunday – Lent VI 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

 

 
 

  EASTER FLOWERS 
 
If you would like to give a plant in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of a 
family member or friend, send $12.00 for 
each plant to the office by April 8th. Make 
checks out to: The Congregational Church 
of Westborough, noting Easter Flowers in 
the memo line 
 

CIRCLE ONE 
(In memory of) or (In honor of) 

 
To: 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
From: 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________
For questions, speak to Nancy Gage. Also, 
the committee needs help to deliver 
flowers after the 10 AM Easter service. 

 

Vestry in use all week for 

yard sale set up 


