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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief 
in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 
this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

April 2, 2023 Palm Sunday 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

PROCESSIONAL "Prepare the Way of the Lord" PREPARE THE WAY 
  The Congregational Church of Westborough 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
And all people will see the salvation of our God. 

 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    Amy Glennon 
  One: Humble and riding on a donkey, 
  Many: We greet You. 
  One: Acclaimed by crowds and praised by children, 
  Many: We cheer for You. 
  One: Moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of power, 
  Many: We Salute You Christ our Lord. You are giving those who long for redemption a new 

song to sing. 
  One: With them, with heart and voice we shout, 
  Many: Hosannah! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 
*OPENING HYMN #192 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ST THEODULPH 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison)  Amy Glennon 
 Merciful God, as we enter Holy Week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem and to the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stir up within us the gift of faith that we may not only praise 
with our lips, but may follow Him in the way of the cross. We ask this in His sacred name and 
pray now using His words… 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected You: we confess that our 
wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem’s, that our faith is often more show than substance, that 
our hearts are in need of cleansing. Have mercy on us, Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us 
to lay at Your feet all that we have and all that we are, trusting You to forgive what is sinful, to 
heal what is broken and to receive us as Your own.  Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND THE YOUNG AT HEART Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
SCRIPTURE Zechariah 9:9-10  Matthew 21:1-11 (pew Bible pages 773 & 802) 
 

SERMON “In 5 Days” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS     

 Invitation:  Let us bring our offerings before God with thanksgiving!  Amy Glennon 
  The morning offering will now be received. 
 

 Offertory "Have You Not Heard?" Composed by Milburn Price 
  Chancel Choir 
 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 

They who wait, who wait for the Lord 
Shall renew their strength, 
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They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and shall not faint. 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Amy Glennon 
 Accept our gifts Lord, given to You with joyful, grateful hearts. Bless this offering and those 
that offer it so that our ministry of spreading Your love and good news of salvation may grow 
and bless others abundantly. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book)  
 

INVITATION 
 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison)  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 Bountiful God, we give You thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and 
splendor of this holy meal.  Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we 
may faithfully proclaim the Good News of Your love and that Your universal church may be a 
rainbow of hope in an uncertain world, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG "Blessed Be Your Name" Comp. by Matt & Beth Redman 
 JoySpring Songbook #2 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

Amy Glennon serves as liturgist today. 
Linda Borglund and Linda Birch are deacons of the day. 
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Prayers 

New Prayers: Donna Morgan; Marie Murphy; Marge Butcher’s granddaughter Meghan Donovan. 
Continued Prayers: Steve Lindberg; Betty Grays’s niece Alana; John & Linda Glennon, Jack’s parents; 
Ilda & Jim; Betty Simino; Edward Birch – Linda’s son; Ed Wong; Cathy Purcell, her doctors & 
family; Kevin, Pam Kapitz’s nephew; Tom Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s 
mother; Dan Byers; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; 
Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

 

 

NEWS ABOUT OUR PARKING LOT 
Starting April 1, the parking lot of The Congregational Church of Westborough will no longer be 
available to patrons of the Westborough Public Library. This is a result of a decision by the Town 
Select Board, at the initiative of the Library Trustees, to terminate a long-standing agreement 
between the town and the church. 
 

For several years the church has extended the courtesy of using its parking lot for library parking. 
In exchange, the town has plowed the lot during the winter, and assumed liability for any injuries 
to library patrons using the lot. 
 

The town is ending this agreement effective April 1, 2023. After consideration, the church 
determined that it cannot support liability coverage for library patrons after that time. 
Consequently, use of the parking lot will be only for church-related activities. 
 

Church leadership is willing to 
resume an agreement, should the Select Board wish to revisit the issue.  Library patrons using the 
lot will be advised of this change. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING – APRIL 3RD  
The next Women’s Fellowship meeting will be Monday night, April 3rd at 6:30 PM. Join us for a 
musical program led by Nancy Gage.  Come hear and sing songs/hymns with a twist.  All church 
members are invited.   
Mission: The Purse Project - Bring in small toiletries, jewelry, purses in good condition, feminine 
hygiene items, and gift cards. (CVS, Stop & Shop etc.) Stop and Shop cards can be bought after 
church on Sunday.   That's a win-win for our church budget. 
  

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MAY DINNER – MAY 1ST 
The Annual Women’s Fellowship dinner will be Monday, May 1st at the Post Office Pub in North 
Grafton. The deadline to sign up is April 26th. We will be collecting $25.00 at sign up. 5:30 -6:30 
appetizers, Dinner 6:30PM.    

 
 ECUMENICAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
Our church is hosting this year's Good Friday Ecumenical Service! As we normally do, we’ll be live 
on Zoom and Facebook, and, in order to share with the community, and with Many Thanks to 
Westborough TV, this service will also be LIVE on: 
1)  the WTV YouTube page:  Westborough TV - YouTube 
2) Verizon channel 24 
3) Charter channel 191  
4) WTV's new HD channel on Verizon 2124.  
This will be a special Zoom link – look for an ENEWS coming early next week! 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Get busy with those needles and hooks! We will have a blessing of prayer shawls in April or May. 
More details were in the latest Evangel or reach out to Pam Faustine.  

 
 

GROCERY CARDS                        

                     YTD 2023:  $ 1,000                                                    Goal for 2023: $4,000 
 
 

So many options, so little time! Please remember that when you shop for groceries at Stop & 
Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Choppers, the Church will benefit if you use a grocery gift card. The 
Grocery Card Team has made a commitment of raising $4,000 to support the Operation Budget. 
Keep a grocery card in your pocket for those last minute, quick stops to pick up a couple of items. 
It all helps. And don't be shy about adding your name to the Delivery List. We look forward to 
hearing from you. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 508 259-2788 or sbpetersen4@gmail.com, Nancy Quimby 
774 843-4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com, Linda Crawford 508 898-9527 or 
lindacrawf@gmail.com  
 

 
LOST & FOUND 

Please check the table under the tv in the vestry, for lost and found items. Unclaimed items will 
be donated. 

 
 
 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:lindacrawf@gmail.com
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APRIL 2ND – APRIL 9TH  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Apr 2  Palm Sunday/Communion 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:15 AM Deacons Meeting 
 

Apr 3  Monday (office closed) 
6:30 PM Women’s Fellowship Meeting 
 

Apr 4  Tuesday 
10:00 AM Willows & Whitney Place 
7-8 PM  Bells Rehearse 
   
Apr 5  Wednesday  
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30 – 8 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Apr 6              Maundy Thursday  
7:00 PM Service/Sanctuary 
 

Apr 7  Friday  
Noon Ecumenical Good Friday 

Service/our church hosts 
6 -10 PM Vestry in use 
7:00 PM Good Friday Service/Chapel 
 

Apr 8  Saturday 
9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast/Vestry  

 

Apr 9  Easter Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship 
 
   
 
 

 


