
                                                                   “GIVING JOYFULLY!” 

                                                             (The Spiritual Gift of Giving) 

Luke 21:1-4 

     I picture it like this in my mind: Jesus standing with His disciples in one of the courts outside the great 

Temple in Jerusalem that was gleaming in the sun, watching various people put money into the temple 

collection box.  He sees several rich people come by to put their gifts in, including one well dressed 

religious leader who walks up, looks to make sure that everyone sees him, and then dumps in a whole 

bunch of coins, the equivalent of let’s say 500 bucks, so that everyone could hear the “Ching Ching 

Ching” sound before he slowly walks off!  Then He and the disciples see a poor widow quickly slip in to 

put two small copper coins, the equivalent of about five bucks today, into the box.  And Jesus says to His 

disciples, “I assure you, this poor widow has given more than all the rest of them.  For they have given a 

tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.”  Now in my mental 

picture, I have always seen that poor widow as a hunched over old woman, with a grimace on her face, 

but what if, she was a younger woman, and what if instead of a grimace on her face, she wore a big, big 

smile? 

     Because if she was smiling in that moment, she probably had the spiritual gift of giving, as we 

continue our sermon series this morning on spiritual gifts, or the biblical argument that every believer in 

Jesus Christ is given certain spiritual gifts that are to be used for the benefit of the whole body of Christ.  

Now let me start by saying that all followers of Jesus are called to be givers-the whole Bible makes that 

clear.  It is recommended that we seek to give back a tithe, or one tenth of our income, to the work of 

God in this world, and what a blessing we are to everyone when we seek to do this.  But I am well aware 

that this is a very challenging goal for many of us, and it is also very challenging for us to do something 

else the Bible recommends to us, to be a cheerful giver.  And that is because we just naturally want to 

hold on to everything we can, no matter what.  if we do give, we do it out of a sense of duty, but it is 

really hard for us to be cheerful about it-I mean, what if I am going to need this money in the future?  It 

feels risky to give any of it away.  Can’t I spend it on myself instead?  Can I really trust God to provide for 

me if I am a generous giver? 

     But there are some people, and maybe you know one of them, who just love to give, who are just so 

generous by nature, and who are so cheerful when they are giving.  They have the spiritual gift of giving, 

which is the divine gift of contributing money and resources to the work of the Lord with cheerfulness.  

People with this gift don’t ask, “How much money do I have to give to the work of God in this world?”, 

but instead they ask, “How much money can I give to the work of God in this world?  There are so many 

needs that I want to give to!”   And people with this gift don’t just give out of their left overs.  Radio 

commentator Paul Harvey tells the story of the woman who called the Butterball Turkey Company and 

asked whether she could cook a turkey that had been sitting in her freezer for 23 years-pretty amazing, 

huh?  The customer service representative explained that it might be ok if the freezer had been 

maintained at the right temperature the whole time, but that the flavor would have deteriorated so 

much that it wouldn’t be very tasty.  The woman said, “Oh, that is what we thought.  We’ll just give it to 

the church then.”  That can be the attitude of some of us about giving, about giving what is left over, but 

people with the spiritual gift of giving give out of the best of what they have, give first to God, and they 

do it joyfully!  And  I would guess that was the attitude of the poor widow who Jesus praised, who gave 



first to God out of the little she had because it brought her such great joy, and because she trusted God 

to provide for her.  

      Now people who have this spiritual gift recognize that while giving generously in this life can seem to 

be risky, hoarding all of our money and possessions to ourselves is risky too.  Let’s say together Jesus’ 

words about this from your bulletin in Matthew 6:19-21: “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where 

they can be eaten by moths and get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal.  Store up your 

possessions in heaven, where they will never become moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe 

from thieves.  Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be.”  You know, the 

security industry is one of the biggest ones in America today.  People are so concerned that what they 

have is going to be taken away from them.  And yet, Jesus points out here that no one can promise that 

the possessions we have won’t somehow be taken away from us.  And we certainly know that they will 

be taken away from us when we die.  We can’t store our earthly possessions in heaven. 

     Let me give you an example of what I mean.  I read of one pastor who travelled to another city to 

preach at a special function.  Unfortunately though, his luggage got lost and he had no clothes to wear 

that night.  In a panic, he called the host pastor, who assured him that all would be well, and that a suit 

would be sent to his hotel room.  Shortly thereafter, a distinguished man brought him a garment bag 

with the suit in it, and it fit him perfectly.  But when he reached to put his wallet in the back pocket, he 

made a surprising discovery.  There were no pockets, neither on the side or on the back.  After the 

function, he asked the host pastor in curiousity about why that was.  The pastor with embarrassment 

told him that the suit had come from a local funeral home.  There are indeed no pockets in such a suit 

because we can’t take it with us. 

     People with the spiritual gift of giving just instinctively understand this, and that is one of the reasons 

that they are able to give so freely, so cheerfully.  Now here are signs of the spiritual gift of giving: 

1.  You manage your finances in order to give as much of your resources away as possible. 

2. You are naturally generous to others, trusting cheerfully in God to take care of you. 

3. You support the work of ministry with sacrificial gifts to advance God’s realm. 

If these things are true of you, you have the spiritual gift of giving.  God sometimes gives people with 

this gift a special ability to make money so that they may use it to further God’s work.  People with this 

gift understand that everything they have belongs to God.   So we give thanks that the people with this 

spiritual gift of giving are an encouragement to the rest of us in our giving.  They help us see its 

importance, and their God-given joy in doing so is an inspiration to all of the rest of us.  People with the 

spiritual gift of giving help us to become what God naturally created us to be. 

     In his book “Run with the Horses”, author Eugene Peterson tells of how he saw a family of birds 

teaching their young to fly.  As we all know, birds have feet and can walk.  They have talons and can 

grasp a branch securely.  But flying, at least for most birds, is their characteristic action, and not until 

they fly are they really doing what they were designed to do, gracefully and beautifully.  So Peterson 

writes that he saw three young swallows that were perched on a dead branch that stretched out over a 

lake.  Then one adult swallow got alongside the chicks and started shoving them toward the end of the 

branch-pushing them, pushing them, pushing them.  The end one finally fell off.  Somewhere between 

the branch and the water four feet below, her wings started working and the fledgling bird was off on 

her own.  The same thing happened with the second one.   



     The third one however was not to be bullied.  At the last possible moment, his grip on the branch 

loosened just enough so that he swung downward, then tightened again, bulldog tenacious.  The parent 

was without mercy.  She pecked at the desperately clinging talons until it was more painful for the poor 

chick to hang on than to risk the insecurities of flying.  The third bird finally released his grip, and the 

inexperienced wings began pumping and he flew off.  The mature swallow knew what the chick did not-

that it would fly-that there was no danger in making it do what it was perfectly designed to do. 

     God designed each of us to be givers, and people with the spiritual gift of giving encourage us to do 

our giving cheerfully and with joy!   They help us see that giving is a good way for us to not get too 

wrapped up in the materialism that pervades our culture, and they remind us that we are the master of 

our money, and our money is not the master of us.  They help us avoid the trap, as some of you have 

heard me say before, of spending money we don’t have on things we don’t want to impress people we 

don’t even like!  How crazy is that anyways!  

     That is why we want to do the offering a little differently this morning.  Instead of having the ushers 

bring the plates to us in the pews as normal, I will invite us to bring our gifts forward this morning to 

place them on the altar in these boxes.  If you are new or relatively new this morning, we don’t expect 

you to be giving at this time-we are just glad you are here, but for the rest of us, I invite you to bring 

your gifts forward with a smile this morning-remember that it is a great gift to be able to give to the 

work of God!  The time of offering our gifts to God in our worship should be one of the most joyful parts 

of the service, not the most somber, and those with the spiritual gift of giving intuitively understand this.  

In many parts of the world, people will often dance as they come to bring their gifts before God, so feel 

free to do that too if you wish!  Joyspring is going to play the song “Lord Give Me Strength” by the 

Jamaican artist Luciano, so that should get us all in the mood!  Let us together give glory to God’s name 

with our giving!  Before or after you come forward, I do invite you to fill out the black book in your pew 

and give it to the person next to you.  If you have been here before, just put your name down, but if you 

are new among us, please let us know who you are.  Let us now bring our gifts before God!  Amen. 


