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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the 

service if needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Children’s Time 

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s 

Prayer.  Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep 

little hands busy in pews! 

 
Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the 

room downstairs directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that 

we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and 

raised.  We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods 

and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

April 15, 2018                                                                                       11:00 AM  
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition-skeptic, seeker, follower-we welcome you and pray that you 

might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One: This Side of the Resurrection; this body that you see is merely an appearance. 
 

All: My truest body is doing work while this one is running interference.  

 In reality you can’t see me, despite the fact that you think you do. 
 

One: But what you see is just a shadow that somehow the Light is shining through.  

 Yes, I know that is impossible according to the laws that you call physics. 
 

All: But our laws are just a theory to the One in Whom Light’s intrinsic.  

 To the One there is no darkness; they simply turn it inside out.  
 

One: So that the vibrations become reflective; what was within now shines without. 

 It’s something like electric, but with the absence of the static. 
 

All: Transforming so very instantly that it’s faster than automatic.  

 As it was in the Beginning has nothing on what’s eternal. 
 

One: The Being before existence, this Fire consumes before it burns you. 

 All the dross that’s left behind is everything we were attached to. 
 

All: Revealing on the other side that the lies could not dispatch you.  

Playing the hostage to a lie, we live lives that are not our own. 
 

One: Putting our principle interest on a body that in truth is just a loan. 

This is not the true intention of assuming this expression. 
 

All: The goal is to know, as we are known, through the releasing of our regression.  

Going backward to take us forward; to lead us to where we never left. 

This Is the path of least persistence in the realm where there is no death! 
 

(Copyright 2015 Pedro S. Sliva II, The Roofless Church.) 

 

*OPENING HYMN #218 “Thine Is the Glory” MACCABEUS 
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*GATHERING UNISON PRAYER  Wendy Reardon 

Jesus, Savior, Resurrected Messiah, we come before You from different paths: Some of us 

certain of Your joyful presence in our lives; Some of us not so certain of the hope of being 

touched by Your Joy.  Yet we are all here, reaching out to You, for understanding, for hope, 

for joy, for all that is imperishable.  Meet us here today, in all Your power and consolation.  

Stand among us once again, Risen Christ, and bless us with Your greeting, “Peace be with 

you.”   Stand among us once again, Exalted One, and breathe upon us Your promised 

Spirit.  Stand among us once again, You Who Have Escaped Death, and give us new birth 

into Your living hope.  We pray this in the name of the Risen One, The very One who calls 

us to pray: 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Acts 2:22-24 (pew Bible page 885) 
 

CHILDREN TIME  Pastor Paul and Beartholomew 
 

(Kids and Youth will now go out to Faith Formation, while adults greet one another.) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Linda Hartley 
 

*HYMN #226 “He Lives!” ACKLEY 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 1 Peter 1:3-9 (pew Bible page 983) 

  John 20:19-31 (pew Bible page 883) 
 

SERMON WITH THESE HANDS Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

SERMON LITANY 

ALL: Lord, we place our hands in Yours. 

Men: Take them to use as You will. 

Women: No other hands can touch in quite the same way as ours. 

ALL: Oh Risen Holy One, hand in hand with You, we are:  

Men: Reaching out in love to others,  

Women: Inviting all to experience the abundant life,  

ALL: Receiving much more than we give. Oh Risen Holy One, alone our hands are weak, but 

together with Yours they are strong!  PEACE BE WITH YOU!  And with one another!     

Amen!   
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OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Our hands were made for service, for worship, for offering our time, talent and 

gifts…may we reach within our own pockets and purses to share God’s abundance and joy! 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and pass to 

the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put down your name, 

but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you would like a pastor to be in touch, 

you can note that too.  Thanks!) 

 

Offertory Choir Anthem “A Song of Joy” by Allen Pote 

  

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison) 

It is with joyful hearts and outstretched hands that we reach out to others …and to our 

world, offering God’s peace, love and bounty.  May the Risen Christ be known throughout 

the land by our love offerings given in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN #530 “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” PEACE LIKE A RIVER 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION  “May You Go Forth in Love” by Sally K Albrecht 
 

*A gift from Lee Parker in memory of her husband Walt* 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 
***RESOURCES: 
 

Pedro Silva, The Roofless Church 
 

Birthings and Blessings II: More Liberating Worship Services for the Inclusive Church,  Ed. Gail 

Anderson Ricciuti & Rosemary Catalano Mitchell 
 

The Abingdon Worship Annual:  Year A, Ed. By Mary L. Scifres & B.J. Beu  

 
 

Mallory Walker greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Roy Rogers and Elena Moskal are Deacons of the day. 

 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship!   
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR APRIL 15, 2018 
 

Continued Prayers: Sue Menzel; Donald Gray (Betty Gray’s brother had heart surgery);Jean Paul Rivard 

(father-in-law of Janet Rivard); Carroll and Marcia Hoffman; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Dick 

Birch; Joan Clancy (friend of Paula Davis); Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Lois Gray & family 

(sister-in-law of Betty Gray); Michael Newton;  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on the 

sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation! 

 

HAM AND BEAN SUPPER 

The Women’s Fellowship is having a ham and bean supper on April 28
th

 at 6PM in the church vestry.  

The cost is $12 per person.  You can contact Linda Borglund  @ 774-245-1425 or Sandy Horton @ 508-

410-9000 for tickets. 
 

FOOD DRIVE 

The spring food drive begins today and will continue for the next two Sundays (April 22
nd

 and 29
th

). It 

will concentrate on popular food items which are in short supply at this time. Of course, all food items 

can always be used and are appreciated.  Some of these scarce items are spaghetti sauce, Chef Boyardee 

or similar brand canned pasta, brownie mix, canned black beans, spaghetti and others which will be listed 

on the poster. Thank you for your participation. 

 

SERVICE FAIR – APRIL 29
TH

 

On Sunday April 29 after worship, various teamss and committees will be set up in the vestry ready and 

waiting to answer your questions on what their missions involve.  Have you been wanting to serve?  This 

time is to help you find your calling. 

 

MEN’S SOFTBALL 

Our church team is getting ready to swing into action! For more info or to sign up to play this year, Email 

Jesse Menning at jesse.menning@gmail.com.  

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MAY DINNER 

The annual Women’s Fellowship May Dinner will be on Monday, May 7
th

 at 6pm at the Double Tree 

Hotel on Computer Drive in Westborough.  You must sign up with Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 

(leave a message) or camachorn@aol.com.  The deadline to sign up is April 30
th

.   

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:jesse.menning@gmail.com
mailto:camachorn@aol.com
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KIDS’ CHIMES AND BELLS SCHEDULE 

Rehearsals: Today after worship and April 22
nd

, 29
th

 and May 6
th

 (final rehearsal).  We will play on 

Mothers’ Day, May 13
th

.   

 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA 

Pastor Paul is available every Thursday morning for a conversation at Panera! Just email him and let him 

know what time is good for you! 
 

GROCERY CARDS  
 

        2018 Goal:  $ 8,000                         2018    YTD Sales:  $    1,544.75 
 

Did you know? You can use S&S gift cards to buy gas at S&S gas stations. There is one on Grafton 

St. in Worcester.  Be sure to have a grocery card in your pocket for those last minute items at Stop & 

Shop, Roche Bros, and Price Chopper. Purchase a grocery card on Sunday, stop by the Church office, or 

add your name to our delivery list. We’ll be ready for you!  Or contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 

or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 

sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, May 3
rd

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon: closed, Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-2, Fri 9-1, Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/00/96/58/02/500_F_96580207_vt1qCEGsAFb1ucZVhOVUN18AWNhRMo87.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.fotolia.com/id/96580207&docid=nqyJpYxdgFQaAM&tbnid=XluhksrWhhayCM:&vet=1&w=500&h=500&hl=en&bih=731&biw=1440&ved=0ahUKEwjAmP-zk7_YAhUJGt8KHbs9De4Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1
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Apr 15 Sunday  

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 AM Kids’ Chimes & Bells Rehearsal 

 Christian Ed Meeting 
 

Apr 16 Monday 

7:00 PM Mission Committee/Kerygma Room 

7-8:30 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Apr 17 Tuesday  
 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Apr 18 Wednesday – EVANGEL DEADLINE 

10:30 AM Staff Meeting/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home/Choir Room 

7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Room 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM Joyspring Rehearsal 

 

Apr 19 Thursday 

10AM-12PM W.F. Craft Workshop 

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

7:00 PM GSA/Vestry 

7:00PM “Walk to Emmaus” /Kerygma Room 

 

Apr 20 Friday  

6:30 PM Great Marriages/ Vestry 

 

Apr 21 Saturday (no events scheduled) 

 

Apr 22 Baptism Sunday 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 AM Music Committee/Choir Rm. 

2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1geT-prXaAhUMmuAKHS5sCbAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.gbpicsonline.com/img-23186.html&psig=AOvVaw2lCvbVZUifsdCW68cnoyP5&ust=1523642017477054
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://big5kayakchallenge.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/amazing-clip-art-for-april-april-showers-border-clipart-clip-art-for-april.png&imgrefurl=http://big5kayakchallenge.com/clip-art-for-april/&docid=84HII_hwI-rhOM&tbnid=ITNpnr19OhzOzM:&vet=1&w=400&h=341&hl=en&bih=874&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwju4NXD0LLaAhXLnOAKHRp2Bi0Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1

