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     It all came to a head when he was 26 years old, back in 08.  He had grown up in a wealthy household, 

his father being a very successful salesman of textiles and someone who was obsessed with his wealth 

and how to get more of it.  For many years during his youth, he greatly enjoyed the fact that his family 

was rich and he delighted in his fine clothes and spending his money lavishly.  He had quite the gift for 

fashion!  His family had a history of serving in the military, so he chose to do the same, but he ended up 

getting really sick during his military service, and it was during that period of illness that he began to 

take a closer look at his life, and what really mattered to him.  And as part of that process he turned to 

God in a new way and chose to become a sincere follower of Jesus.   

     So when he became healthy again, he was more and more reluctant to resume his prior wealthy 

lifestyle.  His father’s obsession with his wealth now filled him with revulsion, creating a real division in 

the family.  He and his father got into more and more heated battles.   So on that day when it all finally 

came to a head, he chose to renounce his father’s inheritance and to strike out on his own, to seek to 

enjoy a simple life as a man of God.  He devoted himself to a life of poverty, and having obtained a 

course woolen tunic, he tied it around him with a knotted rope and started going around encouraging 

people to turn to God in their lives and to love all of creation and to seek the things that lead to peace.  

This young man’s name was Francis, and the 08 I talked about was the year 1208.  Very soon thereafter, 

he gathered a few followers around him, and set up the first Franciscan rule, and that was “To follow in 

the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to walk in His footsteps.”  And of course, St. Frances to this 

day continues to be one of the most popular religious figures of all time, and it was just five years ago in 

2013 that the Archbishop of Argentina chose the name Francis to be his when he was named Pope, and 

so he became the first Pope Francis in history. 

     As some of you know, my family and I recently spent a week in Florence, Italy, and while there, we 

visited a Franciscan church, the Church of Santa Croce.  My guide book said that the most important 

paintings in this church were done in the 1200’s by the artist Giotto in the chapel besides the altar, and 

as we went to look at them we could see that Giotto painted scenes of John the Evangelist and John the 

Baptist on one side, and then on the other side there were various scenes of the life of Francis.  These 

were painted just 75 years after Francis’ death, and they showed many of the ways that Francis’ new 

and different life after his decision to become a follower of Jesus changed the world.  It is evident from 

these pictures that Francis himself became not only new and different, but that he started a movement 

that enabled so many other people to live their lives in new and different ways in Jesus’ name.   

     This phrase of “new and different lives” is one that I am taking from our Scripture this morning from 

St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  This letter was written perhaps 40 years after Jesus’ resurrection, 

when the Easter community of Jesus’ followers were trying to figure out what it really meant to live 

their life together.  There was this big argument going on in the church about whether followers of Jesus 

needed to be circumcised, as all Jewish people were.   Paul had told them that followers of Jesus did not 

need to be circumcised, that this was not what mattered,, but others had come into this church and 

boasted that they were better Christians than others because they were circumcised. 



     And St. Paul said no to that way of thinking!  He said that God forbid that I should boast about 

anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ!   It doesn’t make any difference now whether we 

have been circumcised or not.  What counts is whether we really have been changed into new and 

different people.  May God’s mercy and peace be upon all those who live by this principle.  They are the 

new people of God! 

     Do you want to know the real reason that you and I are here today on this Easter morning 2000 years 

after Jesus’ resurrection?   The real reason that there are now about 1.3 billion followers of Jesus all over 

the world?  It is because of the work of the Holy Spirit of God in Jesus’ name helping people to live new 

and different lives.   Now let me stress that I am not saying that Christians or followers of Jesus are 

perfect, either in the past or today.  There are all kinds of embarrassing moments from Christian history, 

and there are all kinds of ways that Christians today are not living new and different lives, and I include 

myself wholeheartedly in that description.  

      But all of us in life I think are seeking for someone or something that can help guide and direct us, 

someone whose life is worth emulating and following-don’t you think?  I mean, life is hard to figure out 

sometimes, and it really makes a difference to have someone who can help you see how to act and how 

to love and how to find peace in your life.   And I would suggest to you today that there is no one in 

human history whose life has been more worth emulating than Jesus.  And in the Bible, we are promised 

that when we choose to follow Him, His Holy Spirit comes to live inside of us, and there are enough 

times where the Spirit does help us to be new and different people where someone else can look at you 

and say “I want to be more like her or him.”  

     You know, during the past several weeks of what we call the season of Lent, we as a church have 

been building this mosaic that you see here at the front of the church.  The idea was that each Sunday, 

every one of us received a piece of sea glass on our way into church.  And just as sea glass is broken up 

and beaten up by the sea, so this sea glass reminded us each week that you and I too are broken up and 

beaten up by life sometimes, and sometimes, you and I are not very proud of the life that we have lived, 

whether we call ourselves followers of Jesus or not. 

     But this completed mosaic of black and brown, blue and green and clear colors reminds us that we 

can find wholeness in this life, despite our brokenness.  It reminds us that this church is a place of 

forgiveness, not condemnation.  It reminds us that this church is a place where we can ask honest 

questions and harbor significant doubts about God and faith, and still be accepted.  It reminds us of how 

the community of Jesus can come together in our brokenness to bring wholeness and healing to the 

world around us. 

     Last weekend, our church did an all church retreat and we went down to stay at a hotel in the city of 

New Bedford.  We socialized our first night, and then the next morning, many of us got up to go at 530 

AM over to the soup kitchen at a nearby church to serve breakfast there.  We then came back for our 

own breakfast and a time of worship, and then went back to the soup kitchen to clean and paint and 

serve the people coming there.  In the afternoon, we had fun visiting a number of the interesting places 

in New Bedford, and in the evening, we all came together for a celebration dinner!  It was a wonderful 

time of living our life together as kids, youth, adults and seniors of our church, as we worshipped, served 

and had fun all together as a group.   



     And at our celebration dinner at the end, I was sitting at a table with some of the kids, and we were 

talking about our day of serving others, and then somehow we got talking about how our culture 

generally tells them that making money is the most important thing in life.  So I asked the kids whether 

there was anything more important than money.  And they very matter of factly said, “Yes, there was”, 

and they listed God and Jesus, and family and friends, and love, as all being more important than 

money.  And I thought right there that they understood at a deep level what this new and different life 

that we talk about as Christians is all about that St. Francis sought to embody as a follower of Jesus in his 

own life. 

     So I would like to close by asking you to join with me in saying the Prayer of St. Francis, which is 

written in your bulletin.  I discovered this week that St. Francis did not probably write this prayer, but 

that it was written by the editor of a journal in the early 1900’s to reflect the life that St. Francis lived, a 

new and different life than the life he lived before.  I think it is also a wonderful statement of the kind of 

new and different life so many of us want to live in Jesus’ name.  Let us say it together, “Lord, make me 

an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let me sow love, where is there is injury, pardon, 

where there is doubt, faith, where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 

sadness, joy;  O Divine Master, grant that I may not seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood 

as to understand, to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive.  It is in pardoning that we are 

pardoned.  And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Christ 

is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Amen. 

 

      

      


