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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief 
in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 
this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

March 5, 2023 Second Sunday in Lent 
 Communion Sunday 
*The Congregation is invited to stand. 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INTROIT “Holy, Lord Almighty” Revelations 4-8 
  Chancel Choir  
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Pam Faustine 
  One: Come, now is the time to Worship. 
  Many: We come with doubts, questions and struggles. 
  One: Come anyway, worship from where you are. 
  Many: We come seeking answers, we come looking for signs. 
  All: Let us come to listen, question and Worship. 
 

*OPENING SONG “For Everyone Born” FOR EVERYONE BORN 
 Glory to God Hymnal #769  
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison)  Pam Faustine 
 Jesus you came to model God’s way of love. Come be with us now during this time of Worship 
and accept us wherever we are on our journey towards you. Hear our questions, sense our 
doubt and like you did for Nicodemus, help us understand your message. Help us feel your 
presence amongst us for our faith needs to be strong for the days ahead. We join with you in 
prayer now as we say the prayer you taught your disciples. 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   Pam Faustine 
Our God, we come before acknowledging that sometimes, despite the witness of Scripture and 
faithful people on our midst, we have doubts about your love for us and struggle to understand 
your message. We admit that we could take more time to discuss this with you in prayer and to 
read the stories that help us know you. We confess that we don’t spend enough time following 
your example of helping others, where we would meet you in their need. Have mercy on us 
and help us to feel your presence in our lives. Motivate us to live more closely to the way you 
modeled for us. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

SCRIPTURES Genesis 12:1-4 (pew Bible pages 8 & 863) 

 John 3:1-5  
 

SERMON “Is Faith Blind?” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS     

 Invitation:  Let us bring our offerings before God with thanksgiving!  Pam Faustine 
  The morning offering will now be received. 
 

 Offertory “Give Me Jesus” Spiritual, arr. by Mark Patterson 
  Matthew Lefebvre, soprano saxophone Chancel Choir 
 

In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. 
You can have all this world, give me Jesus. 

And when I feel afraid, give me Jesus. 
You can have all this world, give me Jesus. 

And when the trumpet sounds, give me Jesus. 
You can have all this world, give me Jesus. 
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   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Pam Faustine 
 O Lord, please accept these gifts we offer you. Given from our hearts, may they become the 
means by which others experience your love and hear your Good News. Amen 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) Pam Faustine 
 

INVITATION 
 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison)  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 Bountiful God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and 
splendor of this holy meal.  Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we 
may faithfully proclaim the Good News of your love and that your universal church may be a 
rainbow of hope in an uncertain world, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 
BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG "Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 
  JoySpring Songbook #25 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 
Darvin Kapitz serves as liturgist today. 
Steve and Cathie Achorn are deacons of the day. 
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Prayers 

Bereavement: The family of Annette Caron, Angela Caron’s mother-in-law; Ted Jaworski and 
family on the loss of his mother Gina. 

Continued Prayers: Betty Simino; Edward Birch – Linda’s son; Carolyn Bent’s sister-in-law 
Debbie Bent; Margaret’s daughter, Hannah Vhatty; Ed Wong; Cathy Purcell, her doctors & 
family; Kevin, Pam Kapitz’s nephew; Tom Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s 
mother; Dan Byers; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; 
Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

 

**Today is the last day to sign up for the Progressive Supper. 
 

NEW MEMBERS MEETING 
The second new members meeting is taking place after worship this morning.   

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM – MARCH 6TH 

Join us on March 6th for a POTLUCK SUPPER.  Meeting at 6PM in the Vestry, Appetizers at 6PM - 
Dinner at 6:30PM - Short Meeting after 7PM - Bring a dish to share.   Following the meal we will 
have a short meeting to announce …Ta Da…the 67th annual Evergreen Christmas Fair profit and 
vote on the budget.   WF mission for March is the Food Pantry 

 
LENTEN PROGRAM 

Rev. Betsy will hold a Lenten education program each Wednesday in March. It will start at 6 pm 
with a light supper of soup and bread in the Vestry. A program based on Jesus’ last words from 
the cross will follow. Discussion will be centered on the book Seven Words: Listening to Christ 
from the Cross by Susan Robb. If you would like a copy of the book, it is available through 
Amazon and through Christian Book. However, reading the book is not necessary for attendance 
at the program. There is a sign-up sheet in the vestry for people to take turns bringing soup and 
bread.  The program portion of this will be on Zoom, but not Facebook. We want you to be able 
to be part of the discussion!  

 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org


6 

 

MISSION OPPOPRTUNITY – MEAL PACKING 
At the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Saturday, March 11th from 1-3pm.  All are welcome to 
join! You will package meals of macaroni and cheese and apple cinnamon oatmeal, which will be 
given to food pantries in Worcester County.   

 
 

MISSIONS UPDATES 
 

In the Hour of Need (IHN) Family Shelter - In the Hour of Need (IHN) Family Shelter - Our hosting 
week is March 12 - 18, 2023.  We have open slots to fill, overnight Tuesday, March 14th, and 
dinner and overnight on Saturday, March 18th.  Please call or email Pam Faustine 
(pfaustine@princeton-ma.us or 978-505-7031) if you can help. 
 

Food Pantry - The next two weeks are our "Soup Bowl of Caring" where we will try to collect 200 
cans of chunky soups or clam chowder.  On March 12th, the Mission Team will host a soup 
luncheon so please bring your cans of soup and enjoy some homemade soup. 

 
GROCERY CARDS                        

                     YTD 2023:  $ 762.00                                                     Goal for 2023: $4,000 
 
 

Year End Update:  Although we didn’t quite reach our goal for 2022, we saw our profit increase 
by 10% over 2021. With a bit of a push from all of you while enticing new folks to participate, we 
feel optimistic about reaching our 2023 goal. Office sales have been strong, delivery list is 
increasing, and we love to see you on Sunday morning. And don't be shy about asking to be put 
on our delivery list. We'll bring the grocery gift cards to you! Shop local and stay well. Thanks! 
The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 
508 259-2788 or sbpetersen4@gmail.com, Nancy Quimby 774 843-4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com, Linda Crawford 508 898-9527 or lindacrawf@gmail.com  

                  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
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                    MARCH 5TH – MARCH 12TH 
 

Mar 5  Communion Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship followed by 
  New Members Meeting 
11:30 AM Deacon’s Meeting 
 

Mar 6  Monday (office closed) 
6 PM  WF Meeting 
 

Mar 7  Tuesday 
10:00 AM Willows & Whitney Place 
7-8 PM  Bells Rehearse  
   
Mar 8  Wednesday  
9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild 
9:30 AM Called to Care 
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:00 PM Lenten Book Study 
6:30 – 8 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Mar 9              Thursday  
9AM–5PM Weaver’s Workshop 
Noon Interfaith Clergy Luncheon/Kerygma Rm 
6:30 PM Trustees/Kerygma rm 
 

Mar 10  Friday  
9AM-5PM Weaver’s Workshop 
 

Mar 11  Saturday 
9AM-5PM Weaver’s Workshop 
5:30 PM Progressive Supper 
 

Mar 12  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship/Sunday School 
  New Members Join 

  
 

 


