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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

March 27, 2022 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP by Nancy Townley (ministrymatters.com) Roland Regnier 
Leader: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 
People: For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found and 

welcomed home. 
Leader: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 
People: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 
All: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

 

*OPENING SONG #180 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” ST. FLAVIAN 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION lectionarysermons.com Roland Regnier 
  Based on Psalm 32 
 Our hearts are blessed as we gather before You today, O God, for You have given us 
freedom from all our transgressions and joy in exchange for heavy hearts.  You are the 
refuge we seek when we are troubled and the courage we need when we venture into 
our days.  Bless us today with Your steadfast love as we declare our trust in You.  We 
pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Roland Regnier 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 



3 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE   
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 Roland Regnier 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 850) 
 

SERMON  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Bless the Name of the Lord” Arr. by Michael Ryan  
 Festival Ringers Tunes: BLESS THE LORD 

  BLESSED BE THY NAME 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Pete Graham 
 Invitation  
  

 Offertory 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     from spaciousfaith.com Roland Regnier 
 God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the abundance of 
Your gifts to us.  We give these offerings in faith, trusting that You will provide for our 
needs.  We give these offerings in hope, knowing You can use them to spread Your love 
in this world.  With these offerings, we give ourselves; may we live with generous hearts, 
with open hands. Amen 

 
BEING THE CHURCH   
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*CLOSING SONG “You are Holy (Prince of Peace)” 
 Composed by Marc Imboden and Tammi Rhoton  
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham  
 
Today's flowers are donated by Celeste Chenet-Monte in memory of her sister Pat Chenet 
Marples. 
Roland Regnier serves as liturgist this morning. 
Theresa DiMeo and Pam Faustine are Deacons of the day. 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into 
our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

This week’s Lenten Psalm is Psalm 32 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 

3 So he told them this parable:  
 
11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to 
a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had 
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with[c] the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I 
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and 
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kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back 
safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began 
to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working 
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came 
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 
Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we 
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he 
was lost and has been found.’” 
 

 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Bob Menzel, Jen Keeler’s father. 
Continued Prayers: Brenda Lord and her family; Marge Butcher’s daughter, Meghan Donovan; 
Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece 
Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

UPCOMING FAITH FORMATION EVENTS 
Game night - We hope you will join us in the Vestry for a pizza and game night on Friday, April 
1st from 5-7pm.  All ages are welcome! This event is co-sponsored by Parish Life and Faith 
Formation. 
 

Fellowship Hour - Faith Formation will be hosting fellowship hour on Sunday, April 3rd.  
Students, please bring a snack to share. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt - There will be an Easter Egg hunt after church on Sunday, April 17th.  Faith 
Formation is asking for donations to help fill Easter eggs for the kids. 

 
FELLOWSHIP HELP NEEDED 

Friends, please consider signing up for Fellowship as we have no one signed up at all.  The sign-

up sheet is in the vestry. PLEASE! WE NEED YOU! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MARCH MISSION 
The Women’s Fellowship mission for March is Baypath Humane Society in 
Hopkinton.  The link for their wish list is https://baypathhumane.org/support-
us/wish-list/.  The items do not have to be purchased through Amazon or 
Chewy.com. 

 

Thanks to those who have already brought in donations! 
 

GROCERY CARDS 
 

Year to Date Profit:  $1,215.00                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy 
a gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
MENS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Please join us for coffee, fellowship, and spiritual conversation.  The group meets on Saturdays 

from 9am – 12pm.  April 9, May 14.  Questions call Steve Lindberg - 508 981-3712. 

 
NEW LOCATION IN 2022! 

The Westborough Farmers' Market has a new location this summer. It will be held on Thursdays 
from 2-6pm starting on June 23 at Congregation B'nai Shalom at 117 E. Main St. We are so 
grateful for the years we have been at the Congregational Church, but parking and pedestrian 
safety has been a major concern that we needed to address. We are hoping this location will 
provide our vendors and customers with ample parking to visit the market and we hope you will 
come check us out this summer!  

 
 
 
 
 

https://baypathhumane.org/support-us/wish-list/
https://baypathhumane.org/support-us/wish-list/
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
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MARCH 27TH – APRIL 3RD  
 

Mar 27 Sunday – Lent IV 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:15 All Church Pancake Brunch 
 

Mar 28 Monday 
6:30-8:30 PM Cub Scouts/vestry 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 
Mar 29 Tuesday  
6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 

Mar 30 Wednesday  
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
 

Mar 31 Thursday  
 

Apr 1 Friday  
 

Apr 2 Saturday 
7:00 PM BSA Court of Honor/ 
 Sanctuary, Vestry 
 

Arp 3 Communion Sunday – Lent V 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

  EASTER FLOWERS 
 
If you would like to give a plant in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of a 
family member or friend, send $12.00 for 
each plant to the office by April 8th. Make 
checks out to: Congregational Church of 
Westborough, noting Easter Flowers in the 
memo line 
 

CIRCLE ONE 
(In memory of) or (In honor of) 

 
To: 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
From: 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________
For questions, speak to Nancy Gage. Also, 
the committee needs help to deliver 
flowers after the 10 AM Easter service. 

 


