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Palm – Passion Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Children’s Time!  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room 

downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 
 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Mar 25, 2018                                                                                                10:00 AM 

PALM-PASSION SUNDAY 
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition-skeptic, seeker, follower - we welcome you and pray that 

you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

(Everyone who is able will gather downstairs in our Fellowship Hall or Vestry with a palm!) 
 

“They brought the colt to Jesus.  Then, throwing their coats on its back, they helped Jesus get on.  

As he rode (into Jerusalem), the people gave him a grand welcome, throwing their coats on the 

street.  Right at the crest, where the Mount of Olives begins its descent, the whole crowd of 

disciples burst into enthusiastic praise over all of the mighty works they had witnessed: 
 

                                   Hosanna!  Hosanna! 
 

                                   Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

                                   All’s well in heaven! 
 

                                   Glory in the high places! 

 

Some Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, scold your disciples!  Tell them to stop!”  He 

answered, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout.”  Luke 19:35-40 

 

ACTING OUT THE SCRIPTURE 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #192 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ST. THEODULPH 

  (with Kids Chimes & Bells) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

Leader: God, throughout this Lenten journey, we have come to feel a wholeness. 

People: Today, we follow you into the Holy City as Holy Vessels of Your love. 

Leader: Forgive us for the times that we withhold your love from others, 

People: and help us to follow you with joy and compassion into the unknown. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we stand at the gate, hesitant and uncertain.  At times we are unwilling to answer 

Your invitation; slow to take steps into the journey towards Your Realm.  Forgive us, we 

pray.  Help us to embrace the joy and the pain which comes from following You, from 

loving others, from accepting ourselves.  Grant us the courage to join You in the procession; 
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the selflessness to lay our cloaks before You; the freedom to lift our palms to Your glory; 

and the knowledge that by Your grace we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 

 LEADER: 
 

Hear this good news!  The procession is ever moving forward.  We can join at any moment.  The 

invitation still stands!  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

PEOPLE: 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  Glory to God!  Amen!  
 

*LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated) 
 

ANTHEM “Jesus, I Believe” Mike Weaver & Jason Ingram 

  Joyspring  
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Matthew 21:6-11 (pew Bible page 802) 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Linda Hartley 
 

(Kids and Youth will now go out to Faith Formation, while adults greet one another.) 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*HYMN #191 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!” CANONBURY 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:  May God be praised in our giving! 
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on top of the black book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

       Offertory Choir Anthem     “Hosanna, Blessed Is He That Cometh” Hazel Hedges  

 

*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Gracious God, we do have much to give, and we cherish the joy of giving!  Bless these gifts 

given in Jesus’ name and used by the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Mark 15:1-15 (pew Bible page 828) 
 

Pilate orders Jesus to be crucified. 

 

SERMON “Pilate’s Choice” Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

*DEACON’S CALL 
 

*CLOSING SONG “You Are My All in All” Dennis Jernigan 

 Led by Joyspring 
 

(music can be found ALPHABETICALLY in the BLACK BINDERS in the pews) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

♦ Please pick up a piece of seaglass on your way in that reminds you of your brokenness, and put 
it in the mosaic on the way out to remind you of how God can shape and mold you in your 
brokenness to make you whole!  We will celebrate the completed mosaic on Easter Sunday! 

 

The daffodils on the altar are in honor and in memory of all those affected by cancer. 

Holly McClung greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Beth Dapolite and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day. 

 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

You are my strength when I am weak 

You are the treasure that I seek 

You are my all in all 
 

Seeking You as a precious jewel 

Lord to give up I'd be a fool 

You are my all in all 
 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 
 

Taking my sin my cross my shame 

Rising again I bless your name 

You are my all in all 

 

When I fall down you pick me up 

When I am dry You fill my cup 

You are my all in all 
 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 
 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 

Jesus Lamb of God worthy is your name 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAR 25, 2018 
 

Bereavement: Tom Dwyer and family on the death of his mother, Verna Dwyer in Virginia. 

New Prayers: Jean Paul Rivard (father-in-law of Janet Rivard) 

Continued Prayers: Carroll and Marcia Hoffman; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Dick Birch; 

Marketa’s friend; Jessica (friend of Bonnie Rossi); Joan Clancy (friend of Paula Davis); Dee Mumby 

(Cathie Achorn’s mother); Olivia L.; Lois Gray & family (sister-in-law of Betty Gray); Michael Newton; 

Pari, a dear friend of Cathie Achorn and Angela Caron; Nick & Sue Perron’s granddaughter Annika. 

Beaumont: Nancy Walker (rehab) 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Please join us.  Our newly revised interactive Maundy Thursday service begins March 29 with a simple supper 
served by the deacons at 6:00 pm.  At 7:00, please join us in the sanctuary in caring and remembering the 
Last Supper of the Lord which, more than twenty centuries ago, was observed by Christ and his disciples on 
the evening before his crucifixion. We will remember the Last Supper by intinction. 
 

We will not be serving communion on Easter.  We will offer communion on April 8. 
 

Maundy, sometimes interpreted as a mandate, refers to Jesus’s new commandment for his disciples, “Love 
one another, as I have loved you.” 
 

“The Passion of St Mark” with musical interludes and a meditation by Peter Graham will be accompanied by 
the gradual extinguishing of light.  The gathering darkness symbolizes Christ’s approaching death and 
descent into the tomb.  After extinguishing the Christ candle, and the veiling of the cross, the church is left 
in darkness.  The congregation will follow the pastors out, led by the relit candle, relit in recognition of 
Christ’s eternal presence.  The silent procession has always, for the church, represented the departure of 
Christ and his disciples from the upper room and their journey to Gethsemane. 
Christ is, for the next two days, dead to the church, and we, in turn acknowledge our temporary 
impoverishment by accepting his suffering, his death, and his tomb, as our own. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Joan Truesdell 
joan.truesdell@verizon.net 
Co-Leader Board of Deacons 
 

Writing on behalf of Linda Birch, your deacon, who is busy getting her husband back up and running after surgery. 
 

APRIL EVANGEL 

We have extended the Evangel deadline and publication this month so it doesn’t conflict with Easter week. 

The new deadline is Wed. March 28
th

.  If you have anything to put in, please get it to the office.  The issue 

will go out on April 4
th

. 

 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:joan.truesdell@verizon.net
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HOSPITALITY 

If you would like to be added to this committee contact Betty Gray 366-1039. Participation involves 

cooking and delivering a meal to a family or individual, on occasion. Because we are many, no one is 

inundated with requests.      
 

GROCERY CARDS  
 

        2018 Goal:  $ 8,000                         2017    YTD Sales:  $    1408.00 
 

Did you know? You can use S&S gift cards to buy gas at S&S gas stations. There is one on Grafton 

St. in Worcester. 

Grocery Shoppers: Be sure to have a grocery card in your pocket for those last minute items at Stop & 

Shop, Roche Bros, and Price Chopper. Purchase a grocery card on Sunday, stop by the Church office, or 

add your name to our delivery list. We’ll be ready for you!  Or contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 

or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 

sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 
 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR DEACONS 

We have many new people and we want to call you by name.  Please wear your name tag.  If you don’t 

have one, let a deacon or the office know.  Temporary name badges for you and your visitors can be found 

by the guest book outside the sanctuary.  Thank you! 

 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA 

Pastor Paul is available every Thursday morning for a conversation at Panera! Just email him and let him 

know what time is good for you! 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Apr. 5
th

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon: closed, Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-2, Fri 9-1, Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/00/96/58/02/500_F_96580207_vt1qCEGsAFb1ucZVhOVUN18AWNhRMo87.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.fotolia.com/id/96580207&docid=nqyJpYxdgFQaAM&tbnid=XluhksrWhhayCM:&vet=1&w=500&h=500&hl=en&bih=731&biw=1440&ved=0ahUKEwjAmP-zk7_YAhUJGt8KHbs9De4Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1
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MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29
TH

  

6:00 PM for meal, 7:00 PM in Sanctuary 
We will gather for a simple meal of soup and bread prepared by our Deacons downstairs in the  

Fellowship Hall or Vestry before the service at 6 PM, and then head upstairs at 7 PM to remember Jesus’ 

Last Supper with His disciples and walk to the cross.  Seminarian Pete Graham will be preaching. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30
TH

  
ECUMENICAL SERVICE AT NOON 

Join us at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on West Main St. in Westborough for an ecumenical Good 

Friday service. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
ST

 AT 2PM 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

This Year, we are moving our Easter Egg Hunt to a new location!  We have gotten permission to have it 

outside in Westborough Center at the Bay State Green on the Saturday of Easter weekend at 2 PM!  

Everyone is welcome, and please bring a friend!  We will have plenty of eggs! 
 

EASTER SUNDAY! APRIL 1
ST

   
9AM AND 11AM  

Join us on Easter Sunday!  Our 9 AM service will be especially for families with young children, and 

Pastor Paul will be preaching at the Easter Celebration service at 11 AM.  Both services will have brass 

and special music. 

Please invite family and friends and join us! 
 

 

Mar 25 Palm Sunday  

9:00AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

5:30-7PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 26 Monday 

2:15 PM GSA/Vestry 

6:30 PM BSA Pack/Vestry & Sanctuary 

7:00 PM Missions/Kerygma Room 

7-8:30 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Mar 27 Tuesday  
 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Mar 28 Wednesday – NEW EVANGEL DEADLINE 

10:30 AM Worship Planning/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home/Choir Room 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM Joyspring Rehearsal 
 

Mar 29 Maundy Thursday  

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

6:00 PM Simple Meal in Vestry 

7:00PM Maundy Thursday Service 
 

Mar 30 Friday  

12:00 PM Good Friday Service/Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church 

6:30 PM Great Marriages/Vestry 
  

Mar 31 Saturday 

2-4PM Easter Egg Hunt/Baystate Grn 

 

Apr 1 Easter Sunday 

9:00AM Family Service 

11:00 AM Easter Celebration Service 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1l9ewhfHZAhUPVd8KHUGYB9AQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://redeemerqv.org/2017/03/06/holy-week-and-easter-services-at-redeemer/&psig=AOvVaw1_gt8ReSX_JW9rQ__DnwvJ&ust=1521296540635107

