The Congregational Church of Westborough
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
57 West Main St, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH!
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church

March 24, 2019

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning
Children...



Four and Under: The nursery is available downstairs during the service if
needed.
Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth
except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer. Outside
the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews!

Visitors of all ages...



We're glad you are here!
You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs
directly under the sanctuary

Folks new and returning to worship...








There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable.
We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive!
Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing.
We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement.
We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care.
We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised. We
pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles.
We share communion with all who are willing-especially children

Statement of Inclusion
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all.
We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical
ability. We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you
are welcome here.”
We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in
this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
March 24, 2019

10:00 AM
Third Sunday in Lent and Scout Sunday

*The Congregation is invited to stand.

INVITING THE WORD
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Sue O. Remick

*GREETING
(We welcome the scouts among us for Scout Sunday)
(Please be mindful of this flu season and greet without handshakes)
(Please remember to take the time to sign the pads in the pews)
*CONGREGATIONAL SONG

“10,000 Reasons”

by Matt Redman

*CALL TO WORSHIP -Inspired by Isaiah 55:1-3
Adam Dapolite
Leader: Come to the water, all you who thirst.
PEOPLE: We come to drink deeply from the river of life.
Leader: Come to the water, all you who are weary.
PEOPLE: We come to rest in the quiet pools of God’s love.
Leader: Come to the water, all you who long for a justice.
PEOPLE: We come to be renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream.
ALL:
For God is here among us, washing away the dust and grime of our lives, and
pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. Let us worship God together.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated)
Adam
God of life and love, we invite You to breathe upon us in these moments, so that our parched
and barren souls may be revived with Your quickening Spirit. Bring to us now, as we wait upon
You, Your energy, Your life and Your strength, so that we might do Your will. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (During Lent we will sing this prayer #307)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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RECEIVING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 55:1-9

Claire Lord

(Pew Bible page 598)

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(Children may leave now to go to Faith Formation.)
BELL ANTHEM

Bridget & Claire Lord, Mia Ciavarra

“Morning Has Broken”
Festival Ringers

SCRIPTURE

Traditional Gaelic Melody
Arr. Kevin McChensney

John 4:5-42

Rev. Remick

(Pew Bible page 864)

MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated)
# 327 Write These Words in Our Hearts
Write these words in our hearts, we beseech you, O God.

“Live and Learn”

SERMON

Rev. Remick

MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated)
# 324 Your Words to Me Are Life and Health
Your words to me are life and health, pour strength into my soul;
Enable, guide, and teach my heart to reach its perfect goal!
Your words to me are light and truth; from day to day they show their wisdom,
passing earthly lore, as in their truth I grow.
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
MUSIC RESPONSE

Rev. Remick

# 306 Hear Our Prayer, O Lord
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer O Lord,
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us they peace. Amen.

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS

Bridget Lord

Invitation: God has blessed us with both spiritual and material gifts. As God has been
generous with us, let us be generous and joyful givers.
Chancel Choir Anthem

“Ani Ma’amin”
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Traditional Jewish Song
Arr. by Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory

*DOXOLOGY (Unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Bridget Lord
Your abundance is without measure and cannot be defined or contained, gracious Lord. It
spills out, overflowing into our world and our lives. We thank You and praise You for the
wondrous gifts of Your Spirit. May these offerings contribute to the peace and wholeness of
Your creation. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN #87

“I Will Sing”

*BENEDICTION

FILLMORE

Pete Graham

*POSTLUDE (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish. Let the worship service settle
in your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly)
Greeting you this morning are Mateusz Moskal and Sebastian Moskal, Cub Scout Pack 100.
Leading you in worship this morning: Claire Lord, Mia Ciavarra, Angela Nabakka, Bridget Lord,
and members of Boy Scout Troop 100.
Steve Achorn and James McClung are Deacons of the day.
PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAR 24, 2019
New Prayers: Gini Erwin; Marcia Hoffman; Beverly Johnson (Warren Anderson’s mother) in hospice.
Continued Prayers: Tom Morgan’s brother, Dave; Marilyn Lyle’s sister Sharon from Portland, OR who is
battling cancer; Betty Gray’s friend Barbara; Ina Donahue; Homelyn Augustin; Wendy Reardon’s mother,
Sandy; Jeff Bramley; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda
Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.
Celebrations: Eleanor Myers will be celebrating her 95th birthday on March 26th.
Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at
eprayers@uccwestboro.org. If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a
Deacon know prior to the start of worship. Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks. If you would like a
prayer renewed, please call the church office.
DEACONS REQUEST FOR USHERS
The Deacons would like to invite anyone who would like to be on a new “Usher Committee” to serve on
an ongoing basis for Sunday worship services. Duties would be to greet congregants as they enter the
sanctuary, hand them a bulletin, and collect the offering. The committee members would serve on a
rotating basis once or twice per month. If this is something you would be interested in, please speak to a
Deacon or you may call or email Elaine Moore at 508-366-8585 or elainemoore7777@gmail.com.
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ST

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – APRIL 1
Social 6:00 ~ Meeting 6:30 ~ Program 7:00: We hope you will join us for Special Music Program.
Come listen and sing some of your favorite hymns with refreshments to follow. All church members are
invited! (There will be a little April Fool’s Day fun.)
mission of the month: IHN- They are in need of: cleaning products, bathroom cleaners with bleach, allpurpose cleaners, floor cleaners, dish soap, toilet bowl cleaner, twist mops, paper towels, Kleenex,
drawstring 13 gal. bags, bleach.
G.I.F.T. (Growing In Faith Together)
Rev. Sue will be leading a Faith study called G.I.F.T. during Lent. Thursdays 10-11:30am. In “Growing in
Faith Together”, we will explore the places and faces of Jesus’ journey from Bethlehem to Golgotha.
LENTEN BOOK STUDY FOR WOMEN
Rev. Sue is offering a book study with only one get together – at the end. The book is: “On a Quest for
’
Christ” Tracing the Footsteps of Your Spiritual Journey by Lisa Are Wulf. This is a book with 30 short
devotionals and reflection questions. If you would like to try this during Lent, Sue will have copies for
nd
$9.00 in the office. People are encouraged to read at their own pace. On Tuesday, April 2 we will gather
together (TBD) from 7:00-8:30 pm to review what the experience of daily reading was like.
OPEN PRAYER
Rev. Sue is hosting Open Prayer times on Thursdays during Lent for people to come in when they wish for
10 minutes or the whole hour. You do not need to sign up, just come. Dates remaining - March 28, and
April 4 and 11 from 12:00 – 1:00 pm and/or 7:00 – 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
TH

CHURCH YARDSALE – SATURDAY, APRIL 13
th
The Women’s Fellowship is having a yard sale on Saturday, April 13 ; in the church vestry from 8am-2pm.
Donated items are needed. NO CLOTHING! Please drop off in the Vestry starting Wednesday, April 10 at
3pm. For Info: contact Linda Borglund 774-245-1425. For items that could be sold ahead of time on
Facebook, contact Sandy Horton at 508-410-9000.
ALL CHURCH RETREAT @NEW BEDFORD SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
The date is quickly approaching…don’t miss out, sign up today! The date has been extended to book
your room at our special rate. Just mention Congregational Church of Westborough. We will be
refurbishing historic pocket doors and windows, painting rooms, deep cleaning the floor, tables and chairs
in the Mercy Meals dining room, and helping to sort, remove, clean and re-organize! Our afternoon
whole-group service project will be “revitalizing” the Pilgrim United Church of Christ sanctuary. Sign up
during coffee hour and check out our video from last year’s retreat! (email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com)

ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENT ~ THE EASTER EGG HUNT
th
Join us on Saturday April 20 at 2pm, the day before Easter, for our annual Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter
Egg Hunt is NOT about attracting new members, it is NOT about raising money, it is NOT about church
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growth. What is it about???? It is about giving something to our greater community. It’s about sharing
the Love & Joy of Jesus in a very inclusive, energetic, fun filled way! It is a reminder to all that God is
LOVE, it IS being the hands and feet of Jesus and loving His children. If you are interested in volunteering
with us: please see Wendy, Linda Bourglund or Nathan Tregger! (Email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com)
There is also a sign up poster in the vestry if you would like to help. WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL JOIN US!
COME TO “THE WELL” WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM
Each Wednesday, join us at “The Well,” for worship, reflection, conversation, and study in a relaxed
environment designed for mid-week spiritual refreshment. We gather on Wednesday nights at 7:00 in
the chapel. The Well is facilitated by Pastoral Associate, Pete Graham.
DISMAS HOUSE
Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas
House, a home for ex-prisoners. If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at
th
millarhutch@aol.com. The next dinner will be Thursday, Apr 4 . Donations of Stop and Shop cards are
greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals! Thank you. For more details check the
mission table.
GROCERY CARD PROJECT
2019 Goal: $ 8,000
2019 YTD: $ 1420.25
The Grocery Card Fundraising Project supports the Operation Budget of our Church. You can purchase gift
cards each Sunday after worship or during church office hours. Thanks! If you can’t make it to church
contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169.
PRAYER TIME CARDS
We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up
on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the
sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! They would be happy to deliver them.
Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm
Church office phone 508/366-2000
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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CALENDAR –Mar 24th – Mar 31st
Mar 24
10:00 AM
11:15 AM
2:30 PM
5:30 PM

Scout Sunday – Lent lll
Worship & Faith Formation
Kid’s Chimes & Bells Rehearse
GSA/Vestry
GSA/Vestry

Mar 25
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Monday (office closed)
BSA Pack/Vestry & Sanctuary
AA/Nursery

Mar 28
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
1:30 PM
3:30 PM
4:30 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday
Playgroup/Nursery
G.I.F.T./Chapel
Open Prayer/Sanctuary
PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm
Worship Planning
GSA/Kerygma Rm
Open Prayer/Sanctuary

Mar 26
7:00 PM

Tuesday
Festival Ringers

*Mar 29
Noon

Friday
PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm

Mar 27
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Wednesday – Evangel Published
Choir Rehearsal
“The Well”/Chapel
JoySpring Rehearsal

*Mar 30
8:30 AM

Saturday
Weaver’s Guild/Kerygma Rm

*Mar 31 Sunday – Lent lV
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation (preK-3)
11:30 AM TPC/Chapel

*Friday thru Sunday ~ All Church Retreat in New Bedford!
------------------------------------------------------------EASTER FLOWERS
If you would like to give a plant in memory of a loved one or in honor of a family member or
th
friend, send $12.00 for each plant to the office by April 10 . Make checks out to:
Congregational Church of Westborough, noting Easter Flowers.

To:

(Please circle: in honor of OR in memory of)
From:

Call the office with questions 508-366-2000. Also, the committee needs help to deliver flowers
after the 11 AM Easter service. Speak to Nancy Gage if you can help out.
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