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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

March 20, 2022 Third Sunday of Lent 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP by Ann Siddall Janet Rivard 
Leader: Only the hungry search for bread.  Only the thirsty look for water. 
People: This is a place for those who are hungry and thirsty in spirit. 
Leader: Only those who ache for meaning will pursue it.  Only those who yearn for a 

deeper life will seek it. 
People: This is a place for those who ache and yearn for something more. 
All: So let us come here today with our hunger and thirst, our unsatisfied longings, 

our heart-felt yearnings, and let the God of life satisfy our souls. 
 

*OPENING SONG #642 “How Long, O God, How Long?” TAFT STREET 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION          by Stephen Fearing (based on Psalm 63) Janet Rivard 
 Good and gracious God, we seek You.  We thirst for You.  Without Your presence, we are 
like a dry and weary land with no water.  Together, we lift up our spirits and call on Your 
name that You might abide with us.  Bless this our worship of You, that we might sing for 
joy under the shadow of Your wings.  We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to 
pray, saying… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Janet Rivard 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE   
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 13:1-9 Janet Rivard 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 848) 
 

SERMON  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM“ Way Maker” Composed by Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 
 

You are here, moving in our midst; I worship You. 
You are here, working in this place; I worship You. 

 

You are Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 
My God, that is who You are. 

 

You are here, touching every heart; I worship You. 
You are here, healing every heart; I worship You. 
You are here, turning lives around; I worship You. 
You are here, mending every heart; I worship You. 

 

You are Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 
My God, that is who You are. That is who You are. 

 

Even when I don't see it, You're working. 
Even when I don't feel it, You're working. 
You never stop, You never stop working. 

 

You are Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 
My God, that is who You are. That is who You are. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Pete Graham 
 Invitation  
  
 Offertory 
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   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 

 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     from spaciousfaith.com Janet Rivard 
 God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the abundance of 
Your gifts to us.  We give these offerings in faith, trusting that You will provide for our 
needs.  We give these offerings in hope, knowing You can use them to spread Your love 
in this world.  With these offerings, we give ourselves; may we live with generous hearts, 
with open hands. Amen 

 
BEING THE CHURCH   
 
*CLOSING SONG “Open the Eyes of My Heart” Composed by Paul Baloche 
 
*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham  
 

Janet Rivard serves as liturgist this morning. 
Linda Birch, Marketa Brzostowski and Linda Borglund are Deacons of the day. 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into 
our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Luke 13:1-9 
13 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when 
the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 
did.” 
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6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking 
for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have 
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting 
the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on 
it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” 
 

 

Prayers 

Continued Prayers: Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); 
Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP HELP NEEDED 

Friends, please consider signing up for Fellowship as we have no one signed up at all.  The sign-

up sheet is in the vestry. PLEASE! WE NEED YOU! 
 

 MISSIONS 
Afghan Family Re-settlement: I’m excited to report our NST (Neighborhood Support Team) has 
been matched with an Afghan refugee family! 
 

The Foladi family is 4 siblings - 3 females and 1 male ages 15- 26.  A permanent apartment has 
been secured in Worcester and we will be moving them from their current spot in Southboro 
starting Monday February 28th.    
 

There are a few ways for you to help through donations of household items or gift cards (see 
link below).  Grocery cards would be great or gift cards to Target, Walmart, etc. to help them get 
settled.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4da8af22a5fac07-refugee 
 

Thank you, Carrie Brown 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
On Sunday, March 27th we will be collecting the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering. This 
Lenten Offering supports the disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the United 
Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries. If have offering envelopes at home, there is 
one marked for OGHS.  There will also be envelopes at the back of the church. 

 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4da8af22a5fac07-refugee
https://va909.keap-link004.com/v2/click/0bafba744d325f692ded0e49e9402237/eJyNkMtqwzAQRf9FaysyaV72LoQQjJMsSrsOQp5YookkRmMLE_zvldvSblrocu69c-bxYARWWqoaVrJeFnnBMoagjDdgaecsSfVhPm0WxXyTsZuxbwd0nWfl47feb39Sl6v1Ms8YDR5S5OV5u6ur8-FyrM51inqJacZ_OPN8sf7h7E_b6sjG8U8w3A3t-8QOrCTsYLqoMekqesVbymsiH0ohYoyzTqmZw1a0pje2FVEOgZPjqQThOuRKd6h04NE0gPxuQjDOCmeBtwiSuJ5C7sqDljgBXKvDBSEkWUEQaRvpPdjm65U1DJ87je_9H37u
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MARCH MISSION 
The Women’s Fellowship mission for March is Baypath Humane Society in 
Hopkinton.  The link for their wish list is https://baypathhumane.org/support-
us/wish-list/.  The items do not have to be purchased through Amazon or 
Chewy.com. 

 

Thanks to those who have already brought in donations! 

 
GROCERY CARDS 

 

Year to Date Profit:  $1,091.75                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy 
a gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
MENS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Please join us for coffee, fellowship, and spiritual conversation.  The group meets on Saturdays 

from 9am – 12pm.  April 9, May 14.  Questions call Steve Lindberg - 508 981-3712. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://baypathhumane.org/support-us/wish-list/
https://baypathhumane.org/support-us/wish-list/
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
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  MARCH 20TH – MARCH 27TH 
 

 Mar 20 Sunday 
 10:00 AM Worship Service 
 7PM – 9PM GSA/Kerygma room 
 

 Mar 21 Monday 
 7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

 Mar 22 Tuesday  
 6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
  Dismas House Dinner 
 

 Mar 23 Wednesday  
 9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
 3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/choir room 
 6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
  

 Mar 24 Thursday  
  

 Mar 25 Friday  
 

 Mar 26 Saturday 
 

 Mar 27 Sunday  
 10:00 AM Worship Service 
 11:15 All Church Pancake Brunch 
 7:00-9:00 PM GSA/classroom 

 

 
 


