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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 

March 15, 2020 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that 
all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we 
strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 
family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and 
mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief in 
diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to proclaim the 
Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We offer to each 
person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help.  Speak to an usher or 

the pastor and we will gladly be of service. 
 

Our restrooms are located beyond the vestry on the first floor. There is a handicapped 

elevator located in the back of the sanctuary and a deacon will be glad to assist you. 

We have a handicapped bathroom next to the main office near the parking lot on the 

first floor.  
 

Should there be a need to leave the service, there are exits to either side of the pulpit 

in front, or the stairs on either side in the back.  
 

We celebrate open communion on the first Sunday of the month, where everyone is 

welcome to partake. Children are invited as well. 
 

We offer a children’s program each Sunday in the nursery for children in grades 3 or 

younger and faith formation for older children most Sundays. We offer crayons and 

coloring pages for those who wish to keep their fingers moving during the service and 

we are comfortable with children being children! If your children need to move about, 

please feel free to stand in the back or go downstairs where the service can be heard 

over our speaker system. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

     March 15, 2020                                    Third Sunday of Lent                                  10:00 AM 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Sue O. Remick 
 

*GREETING 
 

*SONG # 277 “Christians, We Have Met to Worship” HOLY MANNA 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     from the Iona Abbey Worship Book   Rev. Remick 
Leader: The world belongs to God.  
People: The Earth and all its people. 
Leader: How good it is, how wonderful, 
People: To live together in unity. 
Leader: Love and faith come together, 
People: Justice and peace join hands. 
Leader: If Christ’s disciples keep silent.  
People: These stones would shout aloud. 
Leader: Open our lips, O God, 
All: And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated.) A prayer from Aotearoa (New Zealand) Pete Graham 
 Loving God, open our hearts so that we may feel the breath and play of your Spirit.  

Unclench our hands so that we may reach out to one another, and touch and be healed.  
Open our lips that we may drink in the delight and wonder of life.  Open our eyes so that 
we may see Christ in friend and stranger.  Breathe your Spirit into us, and touch our lives 
with the life of Christ. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts)  (#307 We will sing the Lord’s Prayer during Lent) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MESSAGE Week #3 Challenge 
    (Children and Youth Leave for Faith Formation) 
 
SCRIPTURE Psalm 95 Rev. Remick 
 (Pew Bible page479) 
 

REFLECTION “A Call to Worship” Pete Graham 
 
BELL ANTHEM “The Lord’s Prayer” Malotte/Dobrinski 
    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Rev. Remick 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Linda Duncan 
 

 Invitation:  Our lives overflow with the goodness of God.  Sharing what we have so 
abundantly received, we bring now our offerings to God, with gladness and gratitude. 

 
 JoySpring & Chancel Choir Anthem    “If We’re Honest” Molly Reed, Francesca Battistelli 
   

Truth is harder than a lie. The dark seems safer than the light. 
And everyone has a heart that loves to hide. 

I'm a mess and so are you. We've built walls nobody can get through. 
Yeah, it may be hard, but the best thing we could ever do, ever do: 

 

Bring your brokenness, and I'll bring mine. 
'Cause love can heal what hurt divides. 

And mercy's waiting on the other side, If we're honest. If we're honest. 
 

Don't pretend to be something that you're not. 
Living life afraid of getting caught. 

There is freedom found when we lay our secrets down at the cross, at the cross. 
 

It would change our lives. It would set us free. It's what we need to be. 
 

If we're honest 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Linda Duncan 
 Gracious God, we dedicate to you not only these gifts, but also ourselves, in deep 

gratitude – for your call on our lives, your guidance in our journey, and for blessing us so 
that we may be a blessing to others.  Accept what we bring for your own good purposes.  
In Christ we pray, Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN #15 “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” MARION 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 

*POSTLUDE   (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship service settle in 
your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly.) 

 
Linda Duncan greeted you today and serves as liturgist. 
Deacons of the day are Steve Achorn and Theresa DiMeo. 
 
 
 

 Join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshments 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MARCH 15, 2020 
 

Continued Prayers: Betty Gray’s nephew Brendan & his family; Harriet (“Hat”) Markert fell and 
broke her hip and had surgery; Marge Butcher; Dorothy Collins; Megan Huber’s mother Fran 
Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son Craig Jernberg; Nancy Reimann; Cathie Achorn’s mother Dee Mumby; 
Bob Brown; Gini & Tom Erwin; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the 
Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister). 
Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If 
you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS 
Come to the after church service class where we will learn some basic signs of ASL and 
information about deaf culture! This class will run each Sunday through March.  Children must 
come accompanied by a parent or guardian.  Youth are welcome. 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
Devotionals are available on the Opportunities Table as you enter the Vestry.  First come first 
served.  Please just take one.  

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
As February drew to a close and March began, your Search Committee was finishing up our 
Local Church Profile, the document intended to describe who we are as a congregation, who are 
neighbors are, and whom we are being called to become for the next 3 to 5 years.  In effect, the 
Profile is a document of opinion and data gathering, reflection, hope, and preparation for 
potential action with which we advertise our pastoral vacancy.  We are looking for a match.  We 
want the pastor who is excited by the prospect of working with our church and our dreams, and 
who is exciting to us to be our leader.  Now that our Local Church Profile is completed, we send 
it to the UCC Conference to be published to interested ministers.   
 

Next steps?  As a team, prepare for and receive the candidate ministers’ resumes (also called 
profiles).  Then, we begin the selection process by reading these ministerial profiles.  We want 
to narrow our search to those that match our criteria.  We start the process of interviews and 
evaluation.  We may go on church visits or do part of our due diligence by reviewing sermons 
online.  We follow up references and hold second interviews.  We communicate with our 
candidates while we discern which the better matches are.  This is, of course, a time of 
confidentiality but we want to continue to communicate our progress to you.  We will continue 
to keep you informed and would welcome your suggestions as to how best to communicate 
with you.   

LENTEN LENS 
Wednesday mornings at the BISTRO -8:30-10:30 AM.  Bring a picture to share about how God is 
present to you.  Rev. Sue will share a cup of coffee with you as we greet the day with God's 
presence.  Come when you can whether you have a picture or not! 
 

 
PROGRESSIVE SUPPER 

Today is the last day to sign up for the Progressive supper which will be held on Saturday, March 
21st.  If you have never been to one of these suppers, it’s a really wonderful way to spend time 
in a smaller setting with several different groups of people.  Sign up today downstairs after 
worship or call Cathie Achorn at (508)380-8671. 

                                             
 HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Maundy Thursday: traditional service Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 pm. 
Good Friday: Friday, April 10th at 12:00 noon. We will be hosting the Interfaith 
service with other churches participating. 
Good Friday: Friday Evening play put on by the Youth. TBA 
Easter Sunday: April 12th 9:00 and 11:00. The 9:00 am service will be geared 
towards families. 
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GROCERY CARD PROJECT 
2020 Goal   $7,000       YTD: $ 1138.00.  
Don’t forget to purchase your grocery cards after church.  If your travels take you past a Stop 
and Shop with a gas station, you can fill up using your Stop and Shop gift card. Try it. We are 
thankful for your support. If you need cards delivered contact Karen Hutchinson at 
508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 
 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm  

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

We are closing the church office for non-essential 

business next week from Monday - Friday March 16-20. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157
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EASTER FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to give a plant in memory of a loved one or in honor of a family member or friend, 
send $12.00 for each plant to the office by March 25

th
.  Make checks out to: Congregational Church 

of Westborough, noting Easter Flowers.   
 

Please circle:   “in honor of”  OR   “in memory of” 

To:                                                                               From: 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Call the office with questions 508-366-2000. Also, the committee needs help to deliver flowers after 
the 11 AM Easter service. Speak to Nancy Gage if you can help out.508-366-9266 

Mar 15 Sunday Lent III 
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF  
11:15 AM Kid’s Chimes & Bells 
11:30 AM Missions/Kerygma Rm 
11:30 AM Sign Language Class/Chapel 
11:30 AM Music Committee 
11:30 AM New Member Mtg/F.F. 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 16 Monday (office closed) 

11:00 & 1:30PMPCC/Fannie Forbes  
6-8 PM Search Committee/Kerygma Rm 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Mar 17 Tuesday  
11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes 
7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Mar 18 Wednesday –Evangel Deadline 
8:30 AM Lenten Lens/Bistro 
9:15 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
12:00 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

Wed Cont’d 
6:30-7:30 PM Chancel Choir 
7:30-8:30 PM JoySpring Choir 
7:00 PM Lenten Program/Chapel 
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm 
 

Mar 19 Thursday 
4:30-6 PM GSA/Kerygma Rm 
6:00 PM BSA Pot Luck & Court of 

Honor/Vestry, Sanctuary 
 

Mar 20 Friday (no events) 
 

Mar 21 Saturday  
8:00 AM Men’s breakfast/Vestry 
6:00 PM Progressive Supper-

Dessert/Vestry 
 

Mar 22 Sunday Lent IV 
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF  
11:30 AM Sign Language 

Class/Chapel 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 


