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John 3:1-8 

     Well, it was fun to be a part of Hailey’s baptism today, wasn’t it?  She was born such a beautiful baby, 

and she obviously gets her good looks from her parents!  And Hailey was in such a good mood today for 

her baptism-I am really grateful for that Hailey!  Thank you so much! 

     And so this morning I want to talk to you about another kind of birth, the one mentioned in our 

Scripture passage today from John chapter 3.  Now during this Lenten season, we have been looking at 

how God takes our brokenness as people and shapes and molds us into something whole.  This is why 

we have been each given a piece of sea glass on our way in, which symbolizes the brokenness and hurt 

that all of us have in our lives, and yet as we place it in the mosaic in the back on our way out, we are 

reminded that God is shaping and molding us, even in our brokenness, into something good.  Jesus 

talked about that with the Samaritan woman in the passage we looked at last week, a conversation that 

was fresh, lively and unpredictable. 

       And the same can be said for Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus the Pharisee in our passage from 

this morning.  Now, the Pharisees were among the religious leaders of Jesus’ day-there were about 6000 

of them, and every one of them took a solemn vow before three witnesses that they would devote 

every moment of their waking lives to living out the Jewish law that was given to them by God.  This 

meant that they meticulously followed thousands of rules that governed everyday life.  So Nicodemus 

was a part of this very special group of Pharisees, and he must have excelled, because he was made a 

member of the Jewish ruling Council or the Sanhedrin as it was called, so he must have been well 

respected by his peers.  I would guess that Nicodemus grew up in a religious household, and that his 

father may have very well been a Pharisee himself, since it was the custom at that time for children to 

follow in their parent’s footsteps.  He would be the equivalent of someone today who grew up in the 

church and goes to church every Sunday, someone who you might think knows everything there is to 

know about God. 

     And yet there was something missing for Nicodemus I think.  There was a brokenness inside of him. 

Despite all of his achievements, despite all of his prominence, he was searching for something, he 

wanted something from his relationship with God that he was not getting. Have you ever felt that way in 

your life?  Do you consider yourself a seeker? Do you wonder if you could have something from a 

relationship with God that you are not getting right now?  If you do, then I think you could relate to 

Nicodemus.   

     Now it is obvious that a prominent Pharisee like Nicodemus would be aware of Jesus.  It was early on 

in Jesus’ ministry, but other Pharisees were already discussing this new teacher and His powerful gift of 

healing people. Now It was not just the power behind those miracles that caught Nicodemus’ attention I 

would guess, but it was the compassion, the kindness and the beauty of those acts as well.  He must 

have wondered to himself-who is this Jesus anyways?  And Jesus talked about God in such a refreshing 

way-what does He know about God that I don’t, I think Nicodemus wondered to himself.  Could Jesus 

help me with this brokenness that I feel inside of me?   



     So he decided that he wanted to have a private conversation with Jesus, but he needed to find a time 

when he could see Him alone-he knew that he would be in big trouble with the other Pharisees on the 

Sanhedrin if he was seen having a conversation with Jesus publicly, since Jesus was seen as a rebel by 

the religious establishment and not someone they wanted to associate with. 

     So I imagine that one night, he came to where Jesus was staying, knocking on the door and explaining 

that he just happened to be in the neighborhood, and thought that He would drop in.  Now both Jesus 

and Nicodemus would have known that this was not exactly the whole truth, but In the Middle East of 

that time, it was always expected that you would be hospitable, no matter what the time of night, so I 

would guess that Jesus and whoever He was staying with would have gotten out some tea and some 

food, and after a little hustle and bustle, Nicodemus and Jesus would have been sitting across from each 

other, and I would guess that they engaged in some chit chat, and inquired about each other’s families, 

as it would be the custom to do.  And after a few minutes of that, I am certain that Nicodemus had 

planned out carefully how he wanted to begin their real conversation, and he wanted to start politely so 

he said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the 

miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

     Now, I believe that Jesus knew exactly why Nicodemus was there, and I believe that He saw the 

brokenness inside of Nicodemus and his hunger for something more in his spiritual life, and he knew 

that despite all of his religious titles, Nicodemus was a seeker, and so He decided to get right to the 

heart of the matter.  And to Jesus the heart of the matter was seeing the kingdom of God, seeing the 

work of God in your own life and in the world.  So He says to Nicodemus, “I tell you the truth, no one can 

see the kingdom of God unless they are born again or born from above.”  Now Nicodemus is fixated on 

that word “birth”, so he asked the obvious question, “How can someone be born again when they are 

old?  They can’t possibly enter into their mother’s womb again, can they?”  And Jesus responded to Him, 

“You’re not getting it.  I tell you the truth again, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 

born of water and the Spirit.” 

     You see, Jesus is saying to Nicodemus that you are wasting your time if you think you can see the 

kingdom of God the way you are.  You spend much of your time following all of these rules, but that is 

not what the kingdom of God is about.  No, you must be born from above, born of the water and the 

Spirit.  Now, it was a joy to baptize Hailey today, but it is not the physical water of baptism that changes 

anybody.  It may make you a little cleaner, you might even smell a little better, but it is a symbol of 

God’s acceptance and love for Hailey.  What matters really in baptism for adults is the desire to turn 

your lives around towards God, what the Bible calls repentance.  Repentance begins with a recognition 

that you don’t have it all together in your life, that you have sinned before God, and that you need 

forgiveness.  And that is when the Holy Spirit can begin to work in our lives, acting like the wind to lead 

us to being the person God has called us to be.      

     Now we don’t know exactly how Nicodemus responded to this conversation, but we do know that 

after they finished it, we don’t hear anything more about Nicodemus until chapter 7 of John, where the 

Sanhedrin or Jewish ruling Council is having a discussion about Jesus.  I should point out that the 

Sanhedrin had an important and crucial job at that time-they were the ones given the task to determine 

whether someone was the long awaited Messiah, and to verify that for the nation.  And to this day, 

there is still a Sanhedrin in Israel that has that same task, to determine whether someone is the Messiah 

of the Jewish people, because there are people today who are still claiming to be the Messiah, just like 



in Jesus’ day.  So as Jesus’ ministry went on, and as He began to act in such a way that it was obvious 

that He believed He was the Messiah, His opponents on the Sanhedrin were very concerned about this, 

because Jesus had been critical of them, and who wants to declare someone as the Messiah who has 

criticized you?  But in John chapter 7, we see Nicodemus speaking up for Jesus in the midst of one of 

these debates, and saying: “Does our Law decide about a man’s guilt without first listening to him and 

finding out what he is doing?”  That of course is precisely what Nicodemus did on that night-he listened 

to Jesus and found out what He was doing. 

     And then most poignantly, after Jesus is crucified, Nicodemus, along with another member of the 

Sanhedrin named Joseph of Arimathea, come and take Jesus’ body from the cross, and they wrap it in 

linen cloths with the spices according to the Jewish custom of preparing a body for burial.  There was a 

garden in the place where Jesus had been put to death, and in it there was a new tomb where no one 

had ever been buried.  Since it was the day before the Sabbath and because the tomb was close by, they 

placed Jesus’ body there. 

     Now did Nicodemus come to believe that Jesus really was the Messiah, the Son of the Living God?  

We don’t know-the gospel of John is silent on that point.  But to do everything that He did for Jesus’ 

body, and to spend the kind of money that would have been required to prepare Him for burial indicates 

to us how special Jesus must have been to him.  He may have very well come to believe what John 

states a few verses later in this chapter in John 3:16, the most famous verse in the entire Bible, where 

John says: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 

may not perish but have eternal life.”  There are four crucial parts of this verse-four crucial statements 

that can help all of us deal with the brokenness in our own lives.  First of all, God so loved the world.  

Those words probably caught Nicodemus completely by surprise.  He knew that God loved the nation of 

Israel.  But the idea that God loves everyone-Samaritans and Gentiles, tax collectors and sinners, would 

have blown his mind. 

     It’s no different for us today.  Many people have no real idea that God loves them.  They figure that 

God is either mad at them or oblivious to them, if they believe in God at all.  People have heard that God 

loves them, but they don’t know what that means or if it is really true.  It is very hard to experience 

God’s love unless we have experienced love from another person in our lives.  And that is why John says 

that Jesus came into this world, as a demonstration of God’s love, because it is very hard to experience 

God’s love unless we have experienced love from another person in our lives.  Jesus in His ministry and 

life loved us, and then He died to pay the penalty for our sins so that we can be reconciled with God.  

And then Jesus rose to conquer death as a sign of His promise to give us eternal life.  There is no good 

news about God’s love ultimately without Jesus. 

     Because whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  You know, eternal life isn’t 

just about life after death; it is about a new life, a new birth that begins today.  It is not just longer life, it 

is better life, a life of meaning and purpose and joy.  And it is about that kind of life here, and that kind 

of life in a life to come in a place called heaven.   And we can find that kind of new life through our 

belief.  This is the key to finding a way out of our brokenness in life.  Getting right with God is ultimately 

not about how good you are or what good things you do or going to church or being baptized or 

knowing all the right answers.  It is simply about saying “Yes” to God’s love and life.  It’s about inviting 

Jesus to forgive you of your sins, and asking Him to help make you into the person you were meant to 

be, both now and forever.  Praise be to Him, Amen. 



 


