
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main St, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

 

 

 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 
 

March 10, 2019 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth 

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

March 10, 2019                                                                                            10:00 AM  
First Sunday in Lent 

 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pete Graham 
 

*GREETING       (Please be mindful of this flu season and greet without handshakes) 
        (Please remember to take the time to sign the pads in the pews) 
 

*HYMN #25 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LOBE DEN HERREN 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Psalm 91, by Joanna, spaciousfaith.com, 2-11-16) Pete Graham 
Leader: Even as we enter the wilderness of Lent, 
PEOPLE: We rest in the shelter of the Most High; 
Leader: We abide in the shadow of the Almighty; 
PEOPLE: We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent. 
Leader: We trust that the angels of God, 
PEOPLE: the words of God, 
Leader: the people of God, 
PEOPLE: the hands of God 
Leader: Will somehow bear us up. 
PEOPLE: And so we come to call on God who has promised to answer. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated)  Jim Brown 
Holy God, we embark on this Lenten journey grateful for Your presence along the way.  Walk 
alongside us to call us to repentance, to woo us from our idols, to open our eyes to our 
neighbor in need, to guide us in the way of sacrifice.  Meet us in our fears and joys alike and 
sustain us in our weakness.  Pour out Your Spirit upon us, that these 40 days might become for 
us a journey that renews our hope, strengthens our faith and prepares us for the agony of the 
cross as well as the new life of resurrection as we pray…. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (During Lent we will sing this prayer #307) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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 RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 51:1-17 Jim Brown 

 (Pew Bible page 452) 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Sue Remick 
(Children leave now to go to Faith Formation) 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM "Thuma Mina" South African Freedom Song 
  arr. by Anders Nyberg 
 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  Rev. Remick 
 (Pew Bible page 787) 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated) 
 # 327 Write These Words in Our Hearts  

Write these words in our hearts, we beseech You, O God. (sung twice) 

 
SERMON Lift and Listen Rev. Remick 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE (Please remain seated) 
 

# 346 Where He Leads Me 
I can hear my Savior calling, I can hear my Savior calling 

I can hear my Savior calling, “Take my cross and follow, follow me.” 
Where he leads me I will follow, where he leads me I will follow, 

Where he leads me I will follow - I’ll go with him, with him all the way. 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pete Graham 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE # 306 Hear Our Prayer, O Lord 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer O Lord, 
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us they peace. Amen. 

 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Jim Brown 
 

Invitation: God has blessed us with both spiritual and material gifts.  As God has been 
generous with us, let us be generous and joyful givers. 

 

 JoySpring Anthem “Breathe” by Marie Barnett 
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 *DOXOLOGY (Unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Jim Brown 
God, Your heart is wide open to us. You have given to us freely and taught us to return to You 
a portion of what we have. Grant us glad and generous hearts, and help us be as open to You 
as You are to us. Help us use Your gifts wisely and for the benefit of all Your people. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #442 “We Are Walking” SIYAHAMBA 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Remick 
 

POSTLUDE Untitled  
 
Jim Brown greeted you and served as liturgist. 
Elaine Moore and Marketa Rosecka are Deacons of the day. 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAR 10, 2019  
Continued Prayers:  Betty Gray’s friend Barbara; Ina Donahue;  Homelyn Augustin; Wendy Reardon’s 
mother, Sandy; Jeff Bramley; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; 
Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 
Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 
prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 
SCOUT SUNDAY – MARCH 24 

Scout Sunday will take place on Sunday, March 24.  The Boy Scout Law says, “A Scout is Reverent.”  Scouts 
of all ages promise to do their duty to God.  Scouting values strengthen character through family, 
community, and faith.  We invite all Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and their leaders to participate by wearing 
their uniform to the service.   
 

COME TO “THE WELL” WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM  
Each Wednesday, join us at “The Well,” for worship, reflection, conversation, and study in a relaxed 
environment designed for mid-week spiritual refreshment.  We gather on Wednesday nights at 7:00 in 
the chapel.  There will be contemplative worship, Bible study, and deep conversation, clear and cool and 
refreshing enough to get you through the rest of the week.  Come thirsty and drink deeply.  The Well is  
facilitated by Pastoral Associate, Pete Graham. 

 
 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENT ~  THE EASTER EGG HUNT 
Join us on Saturday April 20th, the day before Easter, for 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter Egg Hunt is NOT 
about attracting new members, it is NOT about raising 
money, it is NOT about church growth.  What is it 
about????  It is about giving something to our greater 
community.  It’s about sharing the Love & Joy of Jesus in a 
very inclusive, energetic, fun filled way!  It is a reminder to 

all that God is LOVE, it IS being the hands and feet of Jesus and loving His children.  We hope that you will 
join us this year.  It’s Fun and brings so much joy to the families that participate, it is contagious! 
 

What can you do???  Help to fill Easter eggs, help with set up or clean up, help to run games, help with 
refreshments stands, help with registration tables, help with the laying eggs & helping children… 
 

If you are interested in volunteering with us:  please see Wendy, Linda Bourglund or Nathan Tregger!  
(Email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com)     WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL JOIN US! 

 
ALL CHURCH RETREAT @NEW BEDFORD SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

The date is quickly approaching…don’t miss out, sign up today!  We are looking for people with “tool” 
skills, problem solving skills and all-important cleaning and organizing skills!  We will be refurbishing 
historic pocket doors and windows, painting rooms, deep cleaning the floor, tables and chairs in the 
Mercy Meals dining room, and helping to sort, remove, clean and re-organize!  Our afternoon whole-
group service project will be “revitalizing” the Pilgrim United Church of Christ sanctuary.  Sign up during 
coffee hour and check out our video from last year’s retreat!  (email: wendysreardon@yahoo.com) 

 

  
 DISMAS HOUSE NEWS!  We are trying something new.....Join us for fun and fellowship on Thursday, 
March 7th while we cook dinner for the residents of Dismas House! On the first Thursday of every month, 
drop in anytime to the Church kitchen to help with cooking the meal, clean-up, and/or delivering the 
dinner. We will start cooking at 3:00 pm and be ready to leave the Church at 5:15 pm to bring the meal to 
Dismas. If you can’t join us but would like to help, please consider making a side-dish or a dessert for 
approximately 15-20 people. As always, donations of Stop & Shop cards purchased through our Grocery 
Card Project are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  If you have any questions 
please contact Karen Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com or 508-870-1782.... or chat with her at coffee 
hour after Church!  For more information about Dismas House checkout their website:  
www.dismasisfamily.org. 
 

 

PROGRESSIVE SUPPER – MARCH 23
RD

  
Please sign up for the Progressive Supper with Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671 (either text or leave 
voicemail) or sign up with a Parish Life member after church. 
 

 

http://yahoo.com/
http://yahoo.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwixvOnGsMjgAhUDPN8KHcIcAvkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.dismasisfamily.org/&psig=AOvVaw1jji_HOPkrGZuUOquUf7Dr&ust=1550685486734668
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
http://www.dismasisfamily.org/
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IHN HOSTING – MARCH 17-24
th

  
It’s once again almost time for our congregation to host at IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network, a homeless 
shelter on June St. in Worcester). Our week starts next Sunday March 17th - Sunday March 24th. Each day 
we need volunteers for dinner (you bring dinner or we provide grocery cards and they cook) 5:30-8pm 
and to sleep overnight 8pm-6:30am weekdays, 8pm-8:30am weekends. It’s really not difficult and can be 
very rewarding. If you’re new to this we can pair you up with one of our ‘regulars’ so you can learn the 
routine. We would really appreciate some new volunteers to help out. Children are welcome to volunteer 
as well (with a parent). The kids that live at the shelter love when kids come to volunteer...they get so 
excited to have someone nearer their age. The signup sheet is on the Missions table in the Vestry or you 
can contact me directly at meganhuber@aol.com or 508-212-8297. I’ve also put the guidelines on the 
table so you can read exactly what to expect. Please contact me, Megan Huber, if you have any questions. 
Once again, this is a very worthwhile mission and we would love to have you participate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 
If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or in memory of another individual, please put your name 
on the flower chart in the vestry or contact a member of the flower committee or let the office know 
which Sunday you would like.  If you have never done this before, contact a committee member and they 
will inform you of the procedure.  It’s always nice to have special flowers on the chancel! 

 

E-PRAYERS AND E-NEWS 
Are you new to the church? Two ways our church community can stay in touch with up to date notices 
and prayer concerns is to make sure you are signed up to receive eprayers and enews.  The two programs 
are separate and intended to have separate content and not be duplicative.  Enews is for announcements 
about our church’s activities, and eprayers is for prayer requests, concerns of the congregation, 
celebrations and other spiritually related matters.  To subscribe to eprayers please email your request to 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like to subscribe to enews, contact the church office at 366-
2000 or send your request to either brossi6@verizon.net or westboroucc@verizon.net .  Once you do, you 
will then receive an email asking you to subscribe to the service.  All you have to do is accept the email 
and you will be put on the list.   

 

Are You New to our Grocery Card Project?  
The Grocery Card Fundraising Project supports the Operation Budget of our Church. We purchase 
grocery gift cards from Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., and Price Chopper in bulk at a discounted rate. If you 
purchase a $100.00 Stop & Shop gift card from us, you will get $100.00 worth of groceries. However 
we purchased that card for $95.00. The $5.00 profit goes to our Operation Budget. These gift cards can 
be purchased each Sunday after worship or in the Church Office. Thanks! If you can’t make it to church 
contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 
or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be 
happy to deliver them. 
 

2019  Goal:  $ 8,000                       2019  YTD:  $ 1184.75  
 

mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
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COFFEE HOUR 
Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 
sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 
PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 
on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 
sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 
Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 
Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

 
 

CALENDAR –Mar 10th – Mar 17th
 

 

Mar 10 Sunday – Lent l 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Kid’s Chimes & Bells Rehearse 
11:30 AM New Comer Get Together/F.F Rm 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 11 Monday (office closed) 
7:30 PM Troop Comm/Kerygma Rm 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Mar 12 Tuesday  
7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm 
7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Mar 13 Wednesday  
9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild 
9:30 AM Called to Care/Nursery 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 PM “The Well”/Chapel 
7:30 PM JoySpring Rehearsal 

Mar 14 Thursday 
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
10:00 AM G.I.F.T./Chapel 
1:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
4:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
7:00 PM Open Prayer/Sanctuary 
 

Mar 15 Friday  
 

9AM-4PM Weaver’s Guild workshop/Vestry 
 

Mar 16 Saturday (no scheduled events) 
 

Mar 17 Sunday – Lent ll 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Kid’s Chimes & Bells Rehearse 
11:30 AM Music Committee/Choir Room 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
6:30 PM GSA/Kerygma Rm 
 

 

mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157

