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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

 

 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 

March 1, 2020 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that 
all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we 
strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 
family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and 
mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief in 
diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to proclaim the 
Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We offer to each 
person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help.  Speak to an usher or 

the pastor and we will gladly be of service. 
 

Our restrooms are located beyond the vestry on the first floor. There is a handicapped 

elevator located in the back of the sanctuary and a deacon will be glad to assist you. 

We have a handicapped bathroom next to the main office near the parking lot on the 

first floor.  
 

Should there be a need to leave the service, there are exits to either side of the pulpit 

in front, or the stairs on either side in the back.  
 

We celebrate open communion on the first Sunday of the month, where everyone is 

welcome to partake. Children are invited as well. 
 

We offer a children’s program each Sunday in the nursery for children in grades 3 or 

younger and faith formation for older children most Sundays. We offer crayons and 

coloring pages for those who wish to keep their fingers moving during the service and 

we are comfortable with children being children! If your children need to move about, 

please feel free to stand in the back or go downstairs where the service can be heard 

over our speaker system. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

             March 1, 2020                                                                                                      10:00 AM 
First Sunday of Lent and Communion Sunday 

 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Sue O. Remick 
(Children and Youth will begin Faith Formation now.  They will rejoin us for communion) 

 

*GREETING 
 

*SONG #119 (insert) “River” Julian Pattison 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  - Inspired by Isaiah 55:1-3  Pete Graham 
Leader: Come to the water, all you who thirst.   
People: We come to drink deeply from the river of life. 
Leader: Come to the water, all you who are weary.   
People: We come to rest in the quiet pools of God’s love.  
Leader: Come to the water, all you who long for a justice.  
People: We come to be renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream.   
All: For God is here among us, washing away the dust and grime of our lives, and 

pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. Let us worship God together.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Please be seated.) Pete Graham 
 As we begin this Lenten journey, we come in repentance and sorrow for all our offenses 

against You and others. As we dare to worship You, we seek Your forgiveness that our 
sins may be removed, and our spirits made clean and whole. Purify us and enable us to 
walk in joy and gladness once again. All of this we ask in the name of the One who came 
to deliver us from sin and death. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Rev. Remick 
 Help us, God, to let You take up residence in each one of our hearts. Forgive us our failures, 

our weaknesses, our fears and our doubts. It is in the name of Jesus, that we can be made 
new and whole. Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts)  (#307 We will sing the Lord’s Prayer during Lent) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 4:1-11 Rev. Remick 
 (Pew Bible page 785) 
 

REFLECTION “Lead Us Not” Rev. Remick 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS   
 

 Invitation:  God of mystery, You come to us through the love of Christ. God of grace. You 
come to us in the presence of the Holy Spirit. You come to us with abundance beyond 
words. Let us respond by meeting You at this time and in this place with gifts of gratitude 
for the love of God, the life of Jesus, and the movement of the Holy Spirit among us. Amen.  

 

 Chancel Choir Anthem “Blessed Assurance” Joel Raney 
  

One thing I'm sure of, one thing I know. God walks beside me wherever I go. 
He'll never leave me, he's there to stay. God holds my hand, he lights my way. 

 

God's love is perfect, his arms are strong. He's right here with me, I'm not alone. 
When my heart's broken, he's there to mend. He is my Savior, he is my Friend. 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 

 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
 Creator God, You are the source and the giver of all good gifts. We thank You for the 

abundant blessings of Your love, Your forgiveness and Your grace. Please accept these 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure as our cheerful response to Your overflowing goodness 
in our lives. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

(Communion at our church is always served with gluten free bread and is open to all. 
There is room at the table for all of us!) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN # 409 “I Hunger and Thirst” IBSTONE 

  (the children and youth enter for communion)  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Pete Graham 
 

SATATEMENT OF FAITH  Pete Graham 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  Rev. Remick 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  Pete Graham and Rev. Remick 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   Pete Graham 
 We thank You gracious God for this meal which You have given us. As we gather around 

our own tables in the days ahead, might we be reminded of this table, where all are 
welcome, and love and acceptance is always the answer. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN # 465 “We Are Called to Follow Jesus” WE ARE CALLED 
 

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 Go ye now in peace and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 

beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there 
to grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know 
that the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and 
alone in His beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 

 

*POSTLUDE   (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship service settle in 
your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly.) 
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Deacons of the day are Karen Gavel and Steve Achorn. 
Communion Servers are Cathie Achorn, Linda Birch, Theresa DiMeo, Elaine Moore, Rhona 
Naddamba and Marketa Rosecka 
 

 Join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshments 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MARCH 1, 2020 
 

New Prayers: Marge Butcher. 
Continued Prayers: Dorothy Collins; Megan Huber’s mother Fran Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son 
Craig Jernberg and her daughter Lisa Jernberg; Nancy Reimann; Cathie Achorn’s mother Dee 
Mumby; Bob Brown; Gini & Tom Erwin; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and 
the Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister). 
Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If 
you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
March 21st – Progressive Supper, sign-up deadline is March 14th  

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM – MARCH 2nd  
All church members are invited for a special music program at tomorrow night’s Women’s 
Fellowship meeting.  Come hear (and sing) songs/hymns relating to the 12 months of the year. 
Social time is 6:30, meeting is 7:00 and the program begins at 7:30. The Mission is Westborough 
Food Pantry. 
 

SEARCH COMMITTEE FOR AN ORGANIST 
Our church is ready to begin the process of finding an addition to our music program.  We have 
reworked the budget partially to include money to hire a regular organ player for the church. 
This position will be September through June, and their responsibilities will be to play organ 
specific repertoire.  If you are interested in serving on the search committee, please contact 
Joseph Stillitano via email at josephmstillitano@gmail.com. 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS 
Begins this Sunday in the chapel:  Come to the after church service class where we will learn 
some basic signs of ASL and information about deaf culture! This class will run each Sunday 
through March.  Children must come accompanied by a parent or guardian.  Youth are welcome. 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:josephmstillitano@gmail.com
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LENTEN LENS 
Wednesday mornings at the BISTRO -8:30-10:30 AM.  Bring a picture to share about how God is 
present to you.  Rev. Sue will share a cup of coffee with you as we greet the day with God's 
presence.  Come when you can whether you have a picture or not! 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
Devotionals are available on the Opportunities Table as you enter the Vestry.  First come first 
served.  Please just take one.  
 

YOUTH CHIMES & BELLS 
Starting March 8th children who like to ring bells or chimes are invited to the Bell Loft to start our 
Spring season.  We meet after Faith Formation for about 30 minutes.  Call Sue Menzel at 508-
341-8239 if you have any questions.  Ages range from kindergarten to eighth grade. 
 

NEW MEMBER'S CLASS 
There will be a new member’s class March 12th at 7:00 PM or March 15th after worship for 
people interested in church membership.  Please speak to Rev. Sue or the office if you would be 
interested in becoming a member. Membership Sunday will be on Sunday, April 5th. 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Maundy Thursday: traditional service Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 pm. 
Good Friday: Friday, April 10th at 12:00 noon. We will be hosting the Interfaith service with 
other churches participating. 
Good Friday: Friday Evening play put on by the Youth. TBA 
Easter Sunday: April 12th  9:00 and 11:00. The 9:00 am service will be geared towards families. 
 

GROCERY CARD PROJECT 
2020 Goal   $7,000       YTD: $ 771.25 
Great Start! Thanks shoppers. We’re 1/12th through our budget year and almost 1/12 to our 
goal. Don’t stop now. It would be just fine to surpass our goal. If your travels take you past a 
Stop and Shop with a gas station, you can fill up using your Stop and Shop gift card. Try it. We 
are thankful for your support. If you need cards delivered contact Karen Hutchinson at 
508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 
NEW DATE FOR DISMAS HOUSE DINNERS! 

Our church goes once a month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas House, a 
home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 
millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Tuesday, March 24th. Donations of Stop & Shop 
cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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MISSION TRIP 2020 - COSTA RICA SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION 

 
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CAME OUT AND SUPPORTED OUR YOUTH AT THE 
MEDIUM, MUSIC & MISSION FUNDRAISER!   Over 90 people came to the event and we were able 
to raise $4,340.  A special thank you to Joe Stillitano & Jack Glennon, it made for a very fun night! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm  

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

Mar 1 Communion Sunday Lent I 
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF 
11:30 AM Sign Language Class/Chapel 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 2 Monday (office closed) 

11:00 & 1:30PMPCC/Fannie Forbes  
6-8PM Search Committee/Kerygma 
6:30 PM Women’s Fellowship/Vestry 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Mar 3 Tuesday  
10:00 AM Whitney Place Service 
10:30 AM Beaumont Service 
11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 
11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes 
7:30 PM Festival Ringers 

 

Mar 4 Wednesday 
8:30 AM Lenten Lens/Bistro 
9:15 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
6:30-7:30 PM Chancel Choir 
7:30 – 8:30 PM JoySpring Choir 
 

Lenten Program/Chapel 
 

Mar 5 Thursday 
4:30-6PM GSA/Kerygma 
 

Mar 6 Friday (no events) 
 

Mar 7 Saturday (no events) 
 

Mar 8 Sunday Lent II 
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF  
7:00 PM GSA/Keryma 
 
 

            

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157

