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57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 

 

 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 

February 23, 2020 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that 
all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we 
strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 
family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and 
mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief in 
diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to proclaim the 
Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We offer to each 
person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help.  Speak to an usher or 

the pastor and we will gladly be of service. 
 

Our restrooms are located beyond the vestry on the first floor. There is a handicapped 

elevator located in the back of the sanctuary and a deacon will be glad to assist you. 

We have a handicapped bathroom next to the main office near the parking lot on the 

first floor.  
 

Should there be a need to leave the service, there are exits to either side of the pulpit 

in front, or the stairs on either side in the back.  
 

We celebrate open communion on the first Sunday of the month, where everyone is 

welcome to partake. Children are invited as well. 
 

We offer a children’s program each Sunday in the nursery for children in grades 3 or 

younger and faith formation for older children most Sundays. We offer crayons and 

coloring pages for those who wish to keep their fingers moving during the service and 

we are comfortable with children being children! If your children need to move about, 

please feel free to stand in the back or go downstairs where the service can be heard 

over our speaker system. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

           February 23, 2020                                                                                                   10:00 AM 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pete Graham 
 

*GREETING   (Please take the time to greet those around you) 
 

*OPENING HYMN #100 “When Morning Gilds the Skies” LAUDES DOMINI 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Psalms 113 and Hannah’s Song) Wendy Reardon 
Leader: Come now and praise the Lord.  O come, all you people, and praise the Lord, our 

rock. 
People: From the rising of the sun to its setting, praised be the name of the Lord, who 

raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to give 
them a place at the table with all of God’s people. 

Leader: Who is like our God, who welcomes all, and gathers us together in God’s 
sanctuary, from every background and place, from every race, identity, and 
creed? 

People: The Lord brings strength to the weary, sustenance to the hungry, and comfort 
to the forlorn. 

Leader:  Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 
People: Come now and praise the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please be seated.) Pete Graham 
By Sister Dolores Dufner 
 O Christ, who shares our nature, 
 In whom God found delight, 
 You stood in radiant glory, 
 Transfigured by the light. 
 Resplendent in God’s favor, 
 O Christ, in beauty bright, 
 Illumine all who see you, transform us by your light. 
 

 We pray these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying… 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH MESSAGE  Wendy Reardon 
 

(Children and Youth will go to Faith Formation) 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 17:1-9 Angela Nabakka 
 (Pew Bible page798) 
 

REFLECTION “To Seek a Great Perhaps” Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Angela Nabakka 
 

 Invitation:  Having received so abundantly through the generosity of God and the hope of 
Christ, let us give thankfully and joyfully that we may be called God’s generous people.  

  

 JoySpring Anthem “Humble and Kind”  Tim McGraw 
  

 You know there's a light that glows by the front door. 
 Don't forget the key's under the mat. 
 When childhood stars shine, always stay humble and kind. 
 Go to church 'cause your momma says to. 
 Visit grandpa every chance that you can. 
 It won't be wasted time, always stay humble and kind. 
 

 Hold the door, say please, say thank you. 
 Don't steal, don't cheat, and don't lie. 
 I know you got mountains to climb, but always stay humble and kind. 
  
 When the dreams you're dreamin' come to you, 
 When the work you put in is realized, 
 Let yourself feel the pride, but always stay humble and kind. 
 Don't expect a free ride from no one. 
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 Don't hold a grudge or a chip, and here's why: 
 Bitterness keeps you from flying; always stay humble and kind. 
 Know the difference between sleeping with someone, 
 And sleeping with someone you love. 
 "I love you" ain't no pick up line, so always stay humble and kind. 
 

 When it's hot, eat a root beer popsicle, 
 Shut off the a/c, and roll the windows down; 
 Let that summer sun shine, always stay humble and kind. 
 Don't take for granted the love this life gives you. 
 When you get where you're goin' don't forget turn back around, 
 And help the next one in line - always stay humble and kind. 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Angela Nabakka 
God of great wonders, we join with You in the joy of giving.  You give us life and breath.  
You fill the world with beauty, our hands with bounty, and our hearts with the desire to 
give.  Accept these gifts, and our selves in Your service.  Amen.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN #16 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  NETTLETON 
 

*BENEDICTION   Pete Graham 
 

*POSTLUDE   (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship service settle in 
your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly.) 

 

Angela Nabakka greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 
Deacons of the day are Linda Birch and Theresa DiMeo. 
 

               Join us downstairs for the Mardi Gras Lunch 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 23, 2020 
 

Continued Prayers: Dorothy Collins; Megan Huber’s mother Fran Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son 
Craig Jernberg and her daughter Lisa Jernberg; Nancy Reimann; Cathie Achorn’s mother Dee 
Mumby; Bob Brown; Gini & Tom Erwin; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and 
the Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister). 
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Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If 
you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
February 26th - Ash Wednesday Service, 7PM in the Chapel 
February 29th - Parish Life Leap Year Potluck Supper, 6PM in the vestry 
March 2nd – Women’s Fellowship Program, open to everyone, details to come. 
March 21st – Progressive Supper, sign-up deadline is March 14th  

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM – MARCH 2nd  

All church members are invited for a special music program at the March 2nd Women’s 
Fellowship meeting.  Come hear (and sing) songs/hymns relating to the 12 months of the year. 
Social time is 6:30, meeting is 7:00 and the program begins at 7:30. The Mission is Westborough 
Food Pantry. 
                                                                   FLOWER COMMITTEE 

It’s always nice to have special flowers on the chancel! If you would like to dedicate 
flowers in honor or in memory of another individual, please put your name next to 
the Sunday you want on the flower chart hanging in the vestry or speak to Nancy 
Gage@ 508-366-9266. There are instructions on a table near the flower chart.    

 
NEW DATE FOR DISMAS HOUSE DINNERS! 

Our church goes once a month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas House, a 
home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 
millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be this Tuesday, Feb 25th   Donations of Stop & Shop 
cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

2020 Goal   $7,000       YTD: $ 771.25 
Great Start! Thanks shoppers. We’re 1/12th through our budget year and almost 1/12 to our 
goal. Don’t stop now. It would be just fine to surpass our goal. If your travels take you past a 
Stop and Shop with a gas station, you can fill up using your Stop and Shop gift card. Try it. We 
are thankful for your support. If you need cards delivered contact Karen Hutchinson at 
508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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March Mission of the Month 
 

IHN  
 

Have you made a New Year’s resolution to be more involved in our church and our community? 
Maybe you want to step out of your comfort zone and try something new. Our congregation 
volunteers at IHN the week of March 15-21 for dinner or overnight. You can help! From 5:30-8pm we 
share dinner with the guests and from 8pm-6:30am (8:30am weekends) we sleep over. You can 
volunteer by yourself, with a friend/family member or with one of the ‘regulars’ who will show you 
the ropes. Kids are especially welcome during the dinner shift. Nervous? I was too, my first time, but 
it’s so easy! And it’s not what you think of as a typical homeless shelter...this is a home. Families live 
here sharing their lives and helping each other. Each family has their own room and all assist in 
cooking/cleaning.  

 

What is IHN?  
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Worcester (IHN) affords homeless families in the Worcester 
community the opportunity to transition from crisis to stability with support and services.  Working 
in partnership with its member religious congregations, IHN promotes self-sufficiency by providing 
temporary shelter, meals, and housing advocacy services to homeless families with children 
regardless of income and family structure. 

 

Guests at IHN’s shelter are homeless families who have been denied access to the state-funded 
shelter system. They have no place left to turn. Through its dedicated staff and broad network of 
volunteers from 26 faith-based congregations in Greater Worcester, IHN provides housing and 
support to families in their greatest time of need. Over the past 20 years, IHN staff and volunteers 
have provided shelter and services for approximately 420 families. The program accepts families 
regardless of income and family structure including men and male children over the age of 13 who 
might otherwise need to go to an all-male shelter, further enabling a family to remain intact while 
navigating these troubling and stressful times. The shelter is located at 91 June St. in Worcester. It is 
a three story home and has the capacity to accommodate six families at any given time.  The first 
floor of the building is handicap accessible.  
 

Volunteers are critical to the success of stabilizing families who are guests of the IHN program. Their 
involvement, commitment and advocacy enables IHN to help families at a fraction of the cost of 
traditional shelters while also allowing them the time to stabilize their income and seek permanent 
housing in a safe, secure and loving family-oriented environment. 
 

Does this sound like a Mission you’d like to be involved with? Ask any questions of your Missions 
team if a specific person cannot answer your question they will direct you to someone who can. Take 
a chance, step out of your comfort zone. You won’t regret it! There is a sign-up sheet and more 
information on the opportunity table in the vestry.  
 

Your Missions Team: Megan Huber, Kathy Reynolds, Karen Hutchinson, Ted Jaworski, Jen Keeler, 
Bridget Lord, Markéta Rosecká, Pam Faustine and Wendy Reardon 
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CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm  

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

February 23rd – March 1st 
  
Feb 23 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF 
11:15 AM Mardi Gras Lunch 
 

Feb 24 Monday (office closed) 

11:00 & 1:30PMPCC/Fannie Forbes  

6-8PM Search 
Committee/Kerygma 

6:30 PM BSA Pack/Vestry 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Feb 25 Tuesday  
11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes 
 Dismas House dinner 

 

Feb 26 Ash Wednesday 
9:15 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday 

Service/chapel 
 

Feb 27 Thursday 
4:30 – 6PM GSA/Kerygma Rm  
 

Feb 28 Friday (no events) 
 

Feb 29 Saturday  
6:00 PM Parish Life Pot Luck 

Dinner/Vestry 
 

Mar 1 Communion Sunday Lent I 
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF  
11:30 AM Sign Language Class 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 
 

            

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157

