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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that all people are 
created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we strive for justice and 
equality for all. We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian 
community, actively expressing our belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in 
Christ, ready to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 
Our morning begins at 9:50 AM with our scrolling announcements for you. 
At 9:58 AM, we will center ourselves with a Prelude as we prepare to begin worship. 
At 10:00 AM, we will begin with our church bells and a welcome to our Facebook/Cable community. 

 
The Zoom audience will be invited on after we have the benediction and song for virtual greetings. 

 
(Please sign up for our weekly ENEWS bulletin and announcements 

by contacting us at westboroucc@verizon.net) 
You can also watch the service on Westborough TV on Mondays at 6:00 PM. Tell your friends! 

  

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

  
We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com  
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Bonne Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   

Office hours: WE RECOMMEND CALLING FIRST.  
We will check our messages as often as we can. 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - ONLINE SERVICE 

 

          February 21, 2021                                                                                                           First Sunday in Lent 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SCROLLED ONLINE FOR YOU)  9:50 AM 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Rev. Sue Remick 9:58 AM 
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES Rev. Sue O. Remick 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 91, by Joanna, spaciousfaith.com, Feb. 11,16) Liturgist 
Leader: Even as we enter the wilderness of Lent, 
Sue: We rest in the shelter of the Most High;  
Leader: We abide in the shadow of the Almighty; 
Joseph: We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent. 
Leader: We trust that the angels of God, 
Sue: the words of God, 
Leader: the people of God, 
Joseph: the hands of God 
Leader: Will somehow bear us up. 
Sue: And so we come to call on God who has promised to answer. 
  
OPENING HYMN #272 “The Church’s One Foundation” Recorded by Joseph Stillitano 
 

CALLING ON GOD  Liturgist 
 Holy God, we thank You for this season of Lent, during which You invite us to come, to examine, to confess, to be 

renewed and healed.  We have begun this journey eagerly, anticipating that, like Jesus in the wilderness, there 
are things which need to be lost so that better things may be found.  Grant us courage to set aside easy answers 
and quick fixes in favor of Your word that penetrates and transforms us.  Enable us to see past the immediate 
satisfaction of our wants that we may choose instead the eternally fulfilling grace of Your presence.  Embolden 
our faith that we may trust You rather than the false and empty promises of our age. Thank You for walking this 
Lenten journey with us. May we emerge from it prepared to serve You with renewed passion and joy. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 1:9-15 Liturgist 
 The Message Translation 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE  Jeffrey and Lucy Stillitano 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 18:15-22 Joseph Stillitano 

 The Message Translation 
 

REFLECTION “Seventy Times Seven” Rev. Remick 
 

ANTHEM “What Sin?” JoySpring, recorded April 7, 2019  
  
  

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 

SILENT PRAYER  Rev. Remick 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Remick 
OFFERING & DEDICATION  Joseph Stillitano 
BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
 

CLOSING SONG “All My Hope” Written by David Crowder & Ed Cash 
 Recorded by The CCW Virtual Music Group 
 
The service is ended – Please wait while we invite you back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour 

 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Mark 1:9-15   The Message Translation   
9-11 At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. The moment he came out 
of the water, he saw the sky split open and God’s Spirit, looking like a dove, come down on him. Along with the Spirit, a 
voice: “You are my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.” 
12-13 At once, this same Spirit pushed Jesus out into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by Satan. 
Wild animals were his companions, and angels took care of him. 14-15 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee 
preaching the Message of God: “Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here. Change your life and believe the Message.” 

 
Matthew 18:15-22    
15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you. If he listens, you’ve made a 
friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try 
again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, 
confront him with the need for repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love. 
18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. What you say to one 
another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of it, my 
Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be 
there.” 21 At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts 
me? Seven?” 22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven. 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Continued Prayers: Donna Morgan’s sister, Wilma; Lynne Caldwell; Berit Steen; Nancy Reimann; Sue Menzel; Alexis 
Lovely; Pat Ainsleigh; Karen Gavel’s son Pete.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If 
you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
 

 

 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 
SPIRIT WALK: Monday mornings beginning February 22nd: Join rev. Sue on Zoom 8:00-9:30 AM. We will check in, and 
share what is coming up in our faith journeys, using Mary Oliver's devotions as our guide. Copies are available through 
the office and/or with a link for an EBOOK. 
 

OPEN SANCTUARY: We will open the Sanctuary on Tuesdays (Feb. 23rd) from 11-12 PM and 6:00-7:00 PM. Come and sit 
for some prayer. No need to register. People must wear masks at all times, and be physically distant. The sanctuary will 
be open with light music playing. Please remember to enter in silence. 
 

New this year: Would you like to join us for prayer on Zoom? We will try to offer a zoom link so you can sign on and be 
with us in the sanctuary from 6:00-7:00 pm on Tuesdays during Lent beginning February 23rd. Let's try it and see! 
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COME TO THE WELL:   (with Pete Graham)  
The Well returns Wednesday nights during Lent 
Each Wednesday during Lent, join us online at “The Well,” for worship, reflection, conversation, and study in a relaxed 
environment designed for mid-week spiritual refreshment. 
 

There are many references to wells in the Bible.  They were critically important.  There wasn’t always a dependable 
source of water in that desert landscape.  Travel would be planned around places where you knew you could find water.  
After a long day there couldn’t have been anything better than pulling up a bucketful of clear, cool, life-giving 
refreshment.  And things would happen at the Well.  People encountered each other.  People encountered God. 
 

During this Lenten season, we will gather Wednesday nights on Zoom seeking the same.  There will be contemplative 
worship, Bible study, and deep conversation, clear and cool and refreshing enough to get you through the rest of the 
week.  Come thirsty and drink deeply. 
 

The Well begins Wednesday, February 24 at 7:00 pm.  Keep an eye on enews for the Zoom information. 
 

BIBLE STUDY: on Fridays, beginning Feb. 26th from 8-9:30 AM. Join Rev. Sue on Zoom for a brief Bible study with the 
scripture for the coming Sunday. Come any week you can. No need to be prepared or read anything ahead.   
 

BLOG: A brief blog will be posted on our website www.uccwestboro.org on Mondays for your reflection, beginning 
 Feb. 22nd.  If you would like to receive it through an email, contact Rev. Sue at revsuerem@gmail.com 

 
 

HOW TO JOIN US IN LIVE WORSHIP 
If you don’t have a computer, you can join our live worship on Sunday mornings at 10AM by dialing the number which is 

in the eNews sent out every Friday (301-715- 8592) and enter the ID and password which can be found in your 
weekly eNews.  And for those who want to watch on their phone – remember to sign in to FACEBOOK live on Sunday 
mornings. Spread the word!!  www.Facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchOfWestborough 

 
WATCH CHURCH SERVICE ON CABLE TV 

For those of you who want to watch our Sunday online worship services on your TV, they are being broadcast by 
Westborough TV on cable channels:                     Monday Evenings at 6pm 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 
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