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     As many of you know, I spent a year in Egypt when I was younger, and one of the most famous stories 

about Egypt is the discovery in 1922 of the Pharoah Tuktenkhamen’s tomb, or King Tut, as he is more 

popularly known.  The archeologist Howard Carter first became convinced that this tomb existed in 

1905, and got the financial backing of a Lord Carnavon in England to finance his looking for it.  He made 

a graph of the entire area and went looking over it inch by inch for 16 years without finding anything.  

Lord Carnavon finally told him that he would have to stop financing the search because he couldn’t 

afford it anymore.  So Carter said that he would finance it himself, and moved by Carter’s dedication and 

conviction, Carnavon agreed to finance one more year.  Then in 1922, on the eighth day after he had 

started his work, Carter found the tomb with the original mortuary seals intact.  He then posted guards, 

sent word to Lord Carnavon in England to come immediately, and 3 weeks later, after Carnavon arrived, 

they went back to the tomb. 

     In Carter’s own words, this is what happened: “I inserted the candle into the tomb and peered in, 

Lord Carnavon and Lady Evelyn standing anxiously behind me to hear the verdict.  At first I could see 

nothing, the hot air escaping from the chamber causing the candle flame to flicker, but presently as my 

eyes got accustomed to the light, details of the room within emerged slowly from the mist, strange 

animals, statues, gold, everywhere the glint of gold.  For the moment-an eternity it must have been to 

the others standing by-I was struck dumb with amazement, and when Lord Carnevon, unable to stand 

the suspense any longer, inquired anxiously, “Can you see anything?”, it was all I could do to get out the 

words, “Yes, wonderful things.” 

     When I was trying to think this week of what it must have been like for the three disciples in the 

passage we just heard from Mark to witness the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain and the 

feelings of awe that they must have experienced, this was the closest I could come.   My guess is that 

when the other disciples asked Peter, James and John later “What happened?  What did you see?”, their 

first response might have been “Wonderful things.”  Over the past couple of weeks, we have been 

looking at some of Jesus’ miracles, His healing of the leper, His transformation of the 5 loaves of bread 

and two fish into food for a crowd of thousands, but nothing else equals the account of the 

Transfiguration and Jesus meeting the prophets Elijah and Moses and hearing the voice of God directly 

there. 

     To understand this passage, we need to be aware of what happened right before it.  Of course, when 

His disciples and others saw Jesus’s miracles, His healing and teaching power, and watched Him feed the 

crowd of thousands, they all thought this would go on forever.  The crowds following Jesus were 

growing bigger and bigger and bigger, and I would guess that the disciples had some late night 

conversations in which they wondered whether Jesus would become the most powerful person in Israel, 

and perhaps even the world.  Jesus even raised their hopes higher when He asked them one day, “Who 

do people say that I am?”, and they told him some sort of a special prophet, like John the Baptist or 

Elijah.  And then He asked His disciples, “And who do you say that I am?”  And without a moment of 

hesitation, His disciple Peter said “You are the Messiah.”  I mean, if you really spent time with Jesus day 

after day, and actually witnessed all these miraculous moments with your own eyes, how could you not 



reach the conclusion that Jesus was more than a great prophet or teacher, but that He was the Messiah, 

the Christ, the Son of the Living God?   

     Then Jesus told them not to tell anyone, and then He began to teach them that the Messiah, the Son 

of Man must undergo great suffering, and be tried and found guilty by the elders, high priests, and 

religious scholars, be killed, and then after three days, rise up alive.  He said this as simply and clearly as 

He could, but of course it was not at all the way the disciples thought the future would look.  They could 

not imagine that God would allow the Messiah to experience great suffering, and be found guilty by the 

religious leaders of Israel and be killed, and they could not imagine what Jesus meant when He said that 

He would rise up alive three days later.  So In response, Peter grabs Him in protest.  But then Jesus 

confronts Peter: “Peter, get out of my way!  Satan, get lost!  You have no idea how God works.”   

     And so it is in this passage that Jesus wants to show Peter how God does work, so that they would not 

be afraid of the future.  He takes him, along with His other two original disciples, James and John, and 

leads them up a mountain.  And as the three disciples were climbing the mountain, I’m sure they were 

wondering what was going on, and what Jesus had in store for them.  They were still mulling over His 

incredible words about what the future would look like.  And then as they reached the summit of the 

mountain, we are told that Jesus was transfigured before them.  The term transfigured apparently 

means that His face shone like the sun and His garments became so glistening, so intensely white that 

nothing on earth, no soap, no detergent, no Tide commercial could ever bleach them that white.  We 

can only understand what was happening here if we realize that Jesus reverted to His Godly glory, to the 

glory He had before He became a human being, to the glory He had in heaven.  The light of God did not 

just descend upon Him-it shone out from within Him.  It is one of the important truths of the 

transfiguration that Jesus did not have to die.  You see, He had no reason to pass through death-He 

could step back into the glory of heaven at any time, and here He did so.  But He chose to die for the 

sake of all of us 

     And now we find Elijah and Moses appearing by His side to talk with Him.  In a way, they are the 

primary representatives of the Law and the Prophets-we have Moses, the great law-giver who brought 

Israel out of Egypt, and Elijah the first, and in some ways the greatest of the prophets of Israel.  And as 

Jesus was speaking with them, Peter, who never liked to be silent for too long, interrupted them.  

“Master, he says, this is a great moment!  Let’s build three shelters-one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.  Let’s settle down and enjoy this time.”  Now even the Bible says that this was a pretty stupid 

idea, but being Peter, he just felt that he had to say something!  And you can see that Peter’s doubt and 

uncertainty about the future are just washed away by the experience of Jesus’ transfiguration.   

     Now Peter had just finished speaking when the most dramatic event of all happened.  Suddenly, they 

were overshadowed by a cloud, and they heard a voice speaking out of the cloud, saying “This is my 

beloved Son; listen to Him.”  These were the exact words that God spoke to Jesus at His baptism, and 

God is saying to Peter and James and John, “Do not put Jesus on a par with Moses and Elijah.  You listen 

to Him alone.  He is the One of whom Moses and Elijah spoke.  He is the One who fulfilled all of the 

predictions of the prophets and the sacrifices of the Law.  Listen to Him-this is my beloved Son.”  Can 

you imagine how good it was for Jesus in the midst of all this discussion about His future to hear once 

again how loved He was, how He was surrouded by love.  And Mark ends this account by telling us that 

after the voice spoke, the scene suddenly ended.  Everything returned to normal.  As he put it so 

beautifully, “they no longer saw anyone with them but only Jesus.” 



     What an incredible experience the transfiguration was for Peter and James and John, and what an 

awesome reminder of God’s glory and majesty.   So often we minimize the glory of God, and of God’s 

work in creation.  That is why I put the picture of the solar system on the front of the bulletin this 

morning.  Take our world for example.  Scientists tell us that the slant of our earth, for example, is tilted 

at an angle of around 23 degrees, and this produces our seasons, and provides the optimal conditions 

for life.  If the earth had been tilted slightly differently, we would not be here.  If the moon were only 

50,000 miles away from earth, instead of 200,000 miles away, the tides might be so enormous that all 

continents would be submerged in water.  If the crust of the earth had only been 10 feet thicker, there 

would be no oxygen, and without it all animal life would die.  Our earth and all the life it supports, and 

our whole universe is truly a wonderful and marvelous thing, and a reminder of God’s glory and majesty, 

something that Peter and James and John got a glimpse of at the Transfiguration. 

     And the transfiguration is also an awesome reminder of the glory and majesty of Jesus as the Son of 

God.  Today, as we wait for Lent to begin this Wednesday, we do not only fix our eyes on the cross, on 

the dying, suffering, Jesus.  Rather, we look as well in the transfiguration towards Jesus shining like the 

sun, to Jesus alive with light, to Jesus who reigns in glory.  We look to Jesus breaking from the grave, to 

Jesus rising into the heavens, to Jesus seated at the right hand of God, to Jesus the shining Victor.  When 

life seems tangled, and our problems can seem so overwhelming, we remember the Jesus of the 

Transfiguration, and that there is nothing ultimately in this world that will not bow to Him.  We give Him 

the praise and the glory today, Amen. 


